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STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  -  *Dr.  R.F.H.  McElligott,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.F.C.M. 

Port  Medical  Officer,  Senior  (Appointed:  29.12.50). 

Medical  Inspector  of  Immigrants, 

Medical  Referee  of  Folkestone 
Crematorium.  (Part-time). 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Medical  Inspector  of  Immigrants, 
Medical  Referee  of  Folkestone 
Crematorium.  (Part-time). 


Medical  Inspector  of  Immigrants. 
(Part-time) . 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
of  Borough  and  Port. 

Authorised  Officer  under  the 
Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968 


Dr.  C.B.  Findlay,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
(Appointed:  28.6.55). 


(Dr.  H.  Yates,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

(  (Appointed:  8.10.52). 

^Dr.  E.  Mallett,  M.B.,  S.B.Lond.,  M.R.C.S., 

^  L.R.C.P.,  D.Obst. R.C.O.G.  (Appointed:  21.10.60). 

-  (Dr.  S.M.R.  Powell,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

(  (Appointed:  3.2.64). 

^Dr.  G.D.S.  Briggs,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

(  ( Aj^pjoirib_ed ;  7.7.72). 

(Dr.  M.Y.  Read,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Appointed:  28.11.72). 

-  tfL.H.  Vale,  F.R.S.H.,  F.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

(Appointed:  1.10.49). 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  of  Borough  and  Port. 
Authorised  Officer  under  the 
Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968 


-  (zfE.J.  Hacker,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H.,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
Smoke  Inspector’s  Diploma.  (Appointed:  12.7.71). 


Public  Health  Inspector  (Housing) 
and  Port  Health  Inspector. 

(Authorised  Officer  under  the 

Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968. 

I 

Public  Health  and  Port  Health 

I  Inspector.  Authorised  Officer 
'  under  the  Imported  Food  Regulations 
1  1968. 

i 

i 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector. 

1 

JSenior  Nurse-Attendant,  Medical 
Inspection  of  Immigrants. 

,a  (Part-time). 

■Chief  Administrative  Assistant 
^Clerk  and  Shorthand-Typist. 

^Audio-Typist . 

^Clerk?-Typist . 

*Dr.  McElligott  has  held  Warrant  of 
A  since  28th  October,  1949. 


-  jzfll.R.  Wiseman,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.P.H.  I  .E.B. 

(Appointed:  20.7.64). 


(jrfD.  Prebble,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.  S.I.B. ,  Cert.  Trop. 

(  Hygiene.  (Appointed:  15.6.64). 

(gfS.  Davey,  Cert.  S.I.B.  (Appointed:  1.12.64). 

(rfl.J,  Ratcliffe,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.P.H. I. E.B. 

-  (  (Appointed:  23.11.70.  Resignedg  31.10.72). 

’  (jzTL.G.  Bowyer,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H.,  Cert.  S.I.B., 

(  Dip.  Air  Pollution  Control.  (Appointed:  15. 11.711 
(  B.G.  Olding,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H.,  Dip.P.H. I.E.B. 

(  Dip.  Air  Pollution  Control,  D.M.A. 

(  (Appointed:  31.7.72). 

(  P.  Leeman,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. ,  Dip.P.H. I .E.B. 

(  (Appointed:  1.8.72). 

(  G.M.  Francis.  (Appointed:  19.7.71). 

(  Miss  G.M.  Barnett.  (Appointed:  25.10.71). 

Mrs.  M.  Coppins,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

(Appointed:  6.8.70). 

R.F.  Middleton.  (Appointed:  10.2.49). 

(  Mrs.  M.  Phillips.  (Appointed:  14.6.65). 

(  Mrs.  J.  Chatfield.  (Appointed:  1.11.68). 

(  Mrs.  B.A.  Bradford.  (Appointed:  1.10.69. 

(  Resigned :  12.11.72). 

(  Mrs.  S.M.  Marshall.  (Appointed:  1.11.71). 

(  Miss  S.C.  Hulrne.  (Appointed:  20.11.72). 

(  Miss  C.A.  Wrigley.  (Appointed:  14.1.70. 

-  (  Resigned:  30.9.72). 

(  Miss  S.A.  Ballard.  (Appointed:  1.11.72). 

Appointment  as  Assistant  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens 


(Mlso  holds  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  as  "Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods". 


HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
( 31st  December,  1972) 


CHAIRMAN : 

Alderman  L.C.  Harrold 

VICE-CHAIRMAN : 

Councillor  S.B.  Martin 

MEMBERS : 

His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Alderman  W.M.  Harris 
Alderman  E.J.C.  Hamer 

Mrs.  H.  Weatherby 

Councillors  J.D  Banfield 
J.H.  Cook 
C.R.  Cruickshanks 
Mrs.  G.  Jacques 
J.J.  King 

Mrs.  W.A.  Phillips 
J  R.  Sainsbury 
F.  St  ockham 
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SUMMARY  OF  HEALTH  REPORT,  1972. 

Borough  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  -•  . .  Borough  of  Folkestone. 

A  res.  . .  . .  •  •  ..  •  •  ••  •  •  ••  ••  4,099  acres. 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1972  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £2,332,958. 

General  Rate: 

Dwelling  houses  ..  ..  ..  ••  ..  ..  ••  •• 

Mixed  hereditaments 

Others  ..  ..  ••  .  •  ••  • •  •  •  •  •  ••  •• 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  1972/73 

Population  (Registrar-General)  1972. 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population  (including  non-civilians) 

Density  of  Home  Population  ..  ..  ..  ..  11.1  persons  to 

Total  Births: 

Live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  578  (509  legitimate,  69  illegitimate). 

Stillbirths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4  (2  legitimate,  2  illegitimate). 

Live  Births: 

Crude  rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12.70  per  1,000  Home  Population. 

*Local  adjusted  rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  14.87  per  1,000  Home  Population. 

(Area  comparability  factor:  1.17). 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to  national  rate  ..  ..  ..  1.00. 

Illegitimate  live  births  ..  ..  ..  119.4  per  1,000  all  live  births. 


102. OOp. 
107. 50p. 
112. 50p. 

£22,740. 


45,490. 
an  acre. 


Total  Deaths: 


728  (341  males,  387 


Deaths  (all  ages) 

Deaths  of  Infants: 

Under  1  year  of  age  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10  (3  males,  7 

/Under  4  weeks  of  age  ..  ..  ..  ..  6  (3  males,  3 

/Under  1  week  of  age  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5  (2  males,  3 

/Included  in  total  figure  of  10  infant  deaths. 


females) . 

f  emales) . 
f  emales) . 
females) . 


Death  Rates  -  All  Ages: 

Crude  rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16.00  per  1,000  Home  Population. 

*Local  adjusted  rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  10.88  per  1,000  Home  Population. 

(Area  comparability  factor:  0.68). 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  national  rate  ..  ..  ..  0.90. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (under  1  year) : 

Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17.30. 

Death  of  legitimate  infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17.68. 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14.49. 


Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  re: 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

Cancer 

Pneumonia 


0.48. 

3.18. 

1.05. 


Total  Deaths  from: 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

Cancer 

Pneumonia 


22. 

145. 

48. 


*The  "area  comparability  factors"  for  use  with  crude  birth  and  death  rates 
contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the 
sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole. 


In  addition,  the  death  "area  comparability  factors"  have  been  adjusted  specifically 
to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any  residential  institutions  in  each  area.  When 
local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability 
factor  (which  then  give  the  "local  adjusted"  rates)  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  other  area 
for  that  year. 
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BOROUGH  OF  FOLKESTONE. 

Public  Health  Department, 

The  Civic  Centre, 

Castle  Hill  Avenue, 
FOLKESTONE,  Kent. 

November,  1973. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Folkestone. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  state  of  the 
Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone  during  1972. 

The  Registrar-General's  estimated  population,  including  members  of  H.M.  Forces 
stationed  in  the  area  and  whose  numbers  fluctuate,  was  45,490.  This  is  an  increase 
of  680  compared  with  1971. 

There  was  15,969  inhabited  houses  and  flats  at  1st  April,  1972  which  gives  an 
average  of  2.85  persons  per  dwelling. 

The  corrected  live  birth  rate  was  14.87  per  1,000  home  population  and  shows  a 
decrease  of  3.17  compared  with  the  previous  year;  the  ratio  of  the  local  adjusted 
birth  rate  to  national  rate  was  1.00. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  10.88  per  1,000  home  population.  For  comparison 
the  1972  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.1. 

The  percentage  of  persons  who  died  in  Folkestone  over  the  age  of  fifty  years  was 
93.1. 

The  Infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  was  17.30 
per  1,000  live  births;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  17. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  illegitimate  live  births  was  1.45%  and  0.32%  lower 
than  the  rate  of  1.77%  for  legitimate  live  births. 


Neonatal  mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under 
four  weeks  of  age)  per  1,000  live  births 

Folkestone. 

10.38 

England 

and 

Wales. 

12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  (deaths  under  one 
week)  per  1,000  live  births  .. 

8.65 

10 

Perinatal  mortality  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  week  of  age)  per 

1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  . 

15.46 

22 

Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

•  • 

119.4 

86 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  119.4  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  86  for 
England  and  Wales  and  shows  an  increase  of  7.1  in  Folkestone  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) : 

Comparison  of  the  incidence  of  the  main  diseases  notified  is  as  follows: 


Dysentery,  bacillary 

1970. 

.  .  12 

1971. 

2 

1972 

2 

Infective  jaundice 

9 

11 

8 

Scarlet  fever 

.  .  12 

15 

10 

Whooping  cough 

8 

22 

- 

Measles  . 

.  .  255 

142 

25 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  361  infants  under  the  age  of  5  were  vaccinated  against 
measles  compared  with  412  in  1971;  271  young  persons  between  the  age  of  9  and  17 

were  vaccinated  against  german  measles. 

The  combined  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccine  was  used  for  510 
primary  and  113  reinforcing  inoculations,  and  the  combined  diphtheria  and  tetanus 
vaccine  for  26  primary  and  276  reinforcing  inoculations. 

A  summary  of  the  primary  and  reinforcing  inoculations  against  diphtheria 
during  the  past  five  years  is  as  follows: 


1968. 

1969. 

1970. 

1971. 

1972. 

Primary  inoculations 

♦  •  521 

223 

490 

5  91 

536 

Reinforcing  inoculations 

•  •  867 

700 

605 

514 

389 

Oral  vaccine  for  protection  against  poliomyelitis  was  in  routine  use  and 
615  infants  under  the  age  of  five  years  completed  a  primary  course  compared  with 
622  the  previous  year. 

Tuberculosis : 


Four  new  cases,  3  pulmonary  and  1  non-pulmonary ,  were  notified;  this 
compares  with  6  pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary  cases  reported  the  previous  year. 

Besides  the  large  number  of  school  children  given  protective  B.C.G.  vaccine 
a  further  108  contacts  of  tuberculosis  were  also  given  B.C.G.  in  the  Chest 
Department  at  the  local  hospital. 

Primary  Cancer  of  Lnn rs  and  Bronchi : 

The  total  of  36  deaths  (27  males  and  9  females)  has  shown  a  decrease  of  4 
compared  with  1971  when  29  males  and  9  females  died  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and 
bronchi . 

Housing: 

Of  the  111  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  more  than  half  (62)  were  referred 
by  their  family  doctor,  3  by  medical  specialists,  24  by  health  visitors  and 
midwives  and  the  other  22  for  various  medical  and  environmental  health  reasons. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  and  where  considered  necessary  an  appropriate 
recommendation  made  to  the  Housing  Estates  Sub-Committee  of  the  Council  for 
inclusion  of  the  case  on  the  housing  waiting  list,  priority  in  rehousing  or 
transfer  to  other  Corporation  accommodation,  i.e.,  larger  type  of  house,  ground 
floor  or  on  more  level  terrain. 

Care  of  Old  Peopl e  and  the  Chronic  Sick; 

During  the  year  18  cases  involving  19  persons  were  investigated.  One  of 
the  patients  was  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  six  referred  to  the  family  doctor 
concerned,  two  to  the  County  Welfare  Department,  seven  to  the  Folkestone  Old 
People’s  Welfare  Committee,  two  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the 
remaining  patient  was  visited  and  arrangements  made  for  further  assistance  to  be 
given . 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Miss  W.M„  Nicholls,  Organising 
Secretary  of  the  Folkestone  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  and  to  members  of  the 
Kent  County  Council  Home  Help  and  Welfare  Services  in  Folkestone  for  their  willing 
and  valuable  assistance  during  the  year. 

Conferences  and  Course s . 

Anart  from  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Association  of  Kent  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health,  which  are  most  useful  for  discussing  items  of  mutual  interest, 

I  attended  the  following : - 
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Day  meeting  in  Folkestone  on  15th  March,  1972  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  Health  when  Papers  entitled  "Re-orientation  for  1974"  and 
"Incineration  as  a  Means  of  Disposal"  were  given;  these  were 
followed  by  a  visit  in  the  afternoon  to  Dungeness  "A"  Nuclear 
Power  Station  for  a  tour,  with  lecture  and  film  strip  presented 
by  a  Health  Physicist. 

Annual  Conference  in  London  of  the  Association  of  Sea  and  Air 
Port  Health  Authorities  from  28th  to  30th  June,  1972  inclusive. 

Annual  Conference  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and 
Hygiene  in  Folkestone  from  3rd  to  6th  October,  1972  inclusive; 
the  main  theme  of  the  Conference  was  "The  Changing  Scheme." 


General : 

Apart  from  25  cases  of  measles,  10  of  scarlet  fever  and  9  of  infective 
jaundice  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year  has  been  relatively 
light . 

Although  only  2  deaths  were  attributed  to  influenza  a  further  82  were  due 
to  respiratory  diseases,  i.e.  ,  48  from  pneumonia,  22  from  bronchitis  and 
emphysema,  4  from  asthma  and  8  from  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committee  for  their  support  in  the  work  during  the  year,  and  also  I 
would  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Mr.  L.H.  Vale,  and  other  members  of  the  Staff. 


I  am ,  Mr . 
Your 


Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
obedient  servant, 


R.F.H.  McELLIGOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1972 


(After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers). 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births: 

Legitimate  . 

279 

230 

509 

Illegitimate  . 

42 

27 

69 

Totals : 

321 

257 

578 

Stillbirths : 

Legitimate  . 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  . 

2 

- 

2 

Totals : 

3 

1 

4 

Total 

Live  and  Stillbirths: 

Legitimate  . 

280 

231 

511 

Illegitimate  . 

44 

27 

71 

Totals : 

324 

258 

582 

Deaths 

of  Infants: 

(a) 

Under 

one  year  of  age: 

Legitimate  . 

3 

6 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Totals : 

3 

7 

10 

(b) 

Under 

four  weeks  of  age  (included  in 

(a) 

above) : 

Legitimate  . 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate  . 

- 

- 

- 

Totals : 

3 

3 

6 

(c) 

Under 

one  week  of  age  (included  in 

(a) 

and  (b)  above): 

Legitimate  . 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  . 

- 

- 

- 

Totals : 

2 

3 

5 

Deaths 

: 

All  ages  . 

341 

387 

728 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths 

Nil. 

Rate  per  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Nil. 

8 


Comparison  with  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales: 


Live  Birth  Rates,  etc. : 

Live  births  per  1,000  home  population 

Folkestone. . 

England 
and  Wales 

(crude  rate)  . 

..  12.70 

14.80 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.17 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate  (corrected) 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national 

..  11.87 

14.80 

rate . 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage 

1.00 

1.00 

of  all  live  births  . 

Stillbirth  Rate: 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and 

..  11.94 

86 

stillbirths  . 

6.87 

12 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births 
Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1  year 

.  ,  17.30 

17 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under 

..  17.68 

17 

1  year  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

..  14.49 

21 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  - 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

..  10.38 

12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  - 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  live  births 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  - 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 
combined,  per  1,000  total  live  and 

. .  8.65 

10 

stillbirths  . 

..  15.46 

22 

Death  Rates,  etc.  -  All  Ages: 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate) 

..  16.00 

12.1 

Area  comparability  factor 

.68 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate  . 

..  10.88 

12.1 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

0.90 

1.00 

__o0o — 
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PART  1  -  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

GENERAL  STATISTI CS . 


Ar  ea  •  •  •  •  ••  ••  ••  ••  •  • 

Home  Population:  Registrar-General,  1972 
Approximate  number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  at 
Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1972 
Estimated  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1972/73 


1st  April ,  1972 , 


4,099  acres. 
45,490. 
15,969. 
£2,332,958. 
£22,740. 


Employment  and  Unemployment  in  Folkestone  and  District: 


The  following  brief  report  on  the  employment  and  unemployment  position  in  this 
area  has  been  supplied  by  Mr .  F.  Firth,  Manager  of  the  local  Department  of  Employment. 


Employment: 

With  the  exception  of  1971,  unemployment  had  generally  risen  each  year 
since  1965  and  with  threatened  redundancies  in  some  manufacturing  firms,  the 
winter  of  72/73  did  not  look  particularly  bright.  But  the  expected  rise  in 
unemployment  at  the  end  of  1972  did  not  materialise.  Instead  there  was  a 
decrease  which  continued  into  1973  in  spite  of  redundancies. 

During  1971  the  employment  exchange  was  notified  of  3,531  vacancies 
(1,660  men  and  1,871  women).  Of  these,  2,128  were  filled  (1,249  men  and  879  women 
The  demand  for  female  labour  was  in  excess  of  supply  in  every  field  -  commerce, 
service  industry  and  manufacturing  industry  -  but  this  is  a  national,  not  only  a 
1 oc  al ,  pr  obi em . 


Unemployment: 

A  count  of  the  unemployed  register  is  made  on  the  second  Monday  of  each 
month.  The  figures  relate  to  those  who  are  registered  as  unemployed,  whether 
or  not  they  are  in  receipt  of  cash  benefits  or  allowances. 


Month. 


Men . 


1972 


Women. 


1971 

(for  comparison). 
Men.  Women. 


January 

764 

127 

784 

88 

February 

796 

125 

719 

85 

March 

768 

107 

750 

80 

April 

704 

86 

694 

77 

May 

632 

69 

557 

34 

June 

507 

38 

449 

30 

July  . 

530 

38 

486 

43 

Augus  t 

576 

34 

494 

43 

September 

493 

47 

493 

47 

October 

558 

43 

603 

66 

November 

641 

77 

699 

91 

December 

655 

59 

696 

103 

There  was  a  turnover  of  280  per  month  on  average  amongst  male  unemployment 
and  those  who  are  long  term  unemployed  consist  mainly  of  those  handicapped  by 
age  and/or  disability  as  well  as  lack  of  skill. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Tucker,  Careers  Officer  in  charge,  has  supplied  the  following 
report  on  the  work  of  the  Folkestone  Youth  Employment  Bureau  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1972:- 

The  depressing  stagnation  of  the  previous  Summer  continued  during 
the  first  few  months  of  1972  and  although  the  overall  statistics  differed 
little  from  a  normal  Winter,  a  new  feature  was  the  greater  dearth  of 
employment  for  girls  than  for  boys.  The  live  register  exceeded  100  for 
several  weeks,  and  prospects  for  school-leavers  seemed  gloomy.  Few  left 
schools  at  Easter,  and  from  then  onwards  the  picture  improved  steadily. 
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The  clampdown  on  recruitment  of  apprentices  and  trainees  was  eased, 
the  improvement  being  general  rather  than  specially  noticeable  in 
certain  industries.  There  was  no  evidence  of  the  recruitment  policy 
being  directly  influenced  by  the  situation  which  will  arise  in  1973 
after  the  raising  of  the  school -leaving  age,  but  this  may  have  been  a 
factor.  In  March  all  employers  who  had  engaged  young  people  in  recent 
years  had  been  informed  of  the  provisions  of  the  new  regulations  and 
their  likely  effect  on  the  availability  of  school-leavers. 

The  employment  situation  changed  to  such  an  extent  that  most 
school-leavers  had  settled  plans,  subject  in  some  cases  to 
examination  success,  before  the  end  of  the  Summer  term.  Employers 
notifying  vacancies  in  late  July  and  onwards  were  surprised  to  learn 
that  there  were  few  available  applicants  with  educational  or  personal 
qualifications.  The  general  improvement  in  the  availability  of 
employment  continued  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  summary  of  first  occupations  entered  by  school-leavers  under 
18  years  resident  in  Folkestone,  Hythe  and  New  Romney  is  as  follows: - 


Girls :  Agriculture  &  Horticulture  ..  ..  1 

Catering  &  Domestic  Service  . .  . .  25 

Clerical  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  122 

Distributive  .  69 

Hairdressing  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  36 

Manufacturing  &  Service  Industries  41 

Scientific  .  1 

Nursing  and  Child  Care . 11 

Others  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Boys :  Agriculture  &  Horticulture  ..  ..  34 

Building  &  Construction  ..  ..  59 

Catering  25 

Clerical  37 

Distributive  .  .  . 48 

Engineering  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  41 

Electrical  Installation  &  Radio 

Servicing . 20 

H.M.  Forces  ..  ..  .  .  ••  ••  24 

Manufacturing  (Other)  ..  ..  ..  33 

Merchant  Navy  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Motor  Vehicle  Servicing  (including 

Agricultural  Engineering)  ..  ..  38 

Police .  4 

Printing  &  Allied  Trades  . .  . .  1 

Transport  .  5 

Others  . .  . .  . .  • .  • •  • •  18 


—  oOo — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1972 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE. 


The  following  give  comparative  statistics  of  some  of  the  more 
important  items  for  the  past  ten  years. 


Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  unless  otherwise  stated. 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Notification  of 
Infectious 
Disease : 

Scarlet  fever 

0.39 

0.34 

1.11 

0.36 

0.84 

1.02 

0.35 

0.27 

0.33 

0.22 

Measles 

16.31 

2.99 

23.38 

4.30 

9.27 

1.72 

15.16 

5.83 

3.17 

0.59 

Births : 

No.  of  births  . . 

699 

694 

713 

618 

712 

703 

679 

619 

668 

578 

Birth  rate 
(local  adjust¬ 
ed  rate) 

19.43 

19.31 

20.52 

17.10 

19.63 

19.29 

18.15 

17.17 

18.04 

14.87 

Deaths : 

No.  of  deaths  .. 

734 

627 

666 

636 

634 

687 

717 

659 

686 

728 

Death  rate 
(local  adjust¬ 
ed  rate) 

12.46 

10.67 

11.28 

10.61 

10.55 

11.54 

11.56 

11.03 

11.16 

10.88 

Infant  Deaths: 
(Under  1  year) 
No.  of  deaths  .. 

9 

13 

13 

10 

17 

12 

10 

14 

7 

10 

Infant  mort¬ 
ality  rate 
per  1,000 
births 

12.87 

18.73 

18.23 

16.18 

23.88 

17.07 

14.73 

22.61 

10.48 

17.30 

Illegitimate 

Inf  ants : 

No.  of  illegit¬ 
imate  births  .. 

58 

79 

78 

77 

82 

103 

92 

42 

75 

69 

Rate  per 

1,000  total 
live  births 

82.97 

113.8 

109.3 

124.6 

115.16 

146.51 

135.5 

67.85 

112.3 

119.4 

Tuberculosis: 

(All  forms) 

No.  of  deaths  .. 

4 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

3 

Nil. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Death  rate 

0.09 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.07 

0.00 

0.07 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

Cancer: 

(All  forms) 

No.  of  deaths  .. 

131 

131 

139 

101 

133 

137 

151 

135 

146 

145 

Death  rate 

3.00 

3.01 

3.22 

2.31 

3.03 

3.18 

3.33 

3.09 

3.26 

3.18 
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INFANT  DEATHS  DURING  1972. 
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Asphyxia  due  to 

. 

1 — 

inhalation  of 
regurgitated  milk  curds 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Birth  injuries 

Familial  Disease: 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Werdnig-Hoffman  Syndrcme 
Fulminating  Tracheo- 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

l 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Prematurity 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals : 

5 

l 

- 

- 

6 

1 

1 

- 

2 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS,  1972. 


Deaths  occurring  in  Folkestone: 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital 
*Helena  Hospital,  Shorncliffe  Camp 
Nursing  Homes  and  Old  Peoples’  Home 

Private  dwellings  . 

Found  dead  on  arrival  at  hospital 
Other  circumstances,  i.e.,  on  East 
Cliff,  Farm,  Highway,  Doctor’s 
Surgery  . 


Non-Residents . 
(Outward  Transfers) . 


Residents . 


107 

4 

8 

6 

13 


116 

1 

52 

274 

13 


1 


3  459 


Total: 


139 


*Used  as  temporary  annexe  for  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Lyminge. 


Deaths  outside  Folkestone  classified  as  ’’Inward  Transfers” 

Ashford  Hospital,  Ashford  . 

Buckland  Hospital,  Dover  . 

Hothfield  Hospital,  Ashford  . 

Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital,  Canterbury 
Preston  Hall  Chest  Hospital,  Aylesford 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate  . 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Dover  .. 

St.  Augustine’s  Hospital,  Chartham  . 

St.  Martin’s  Hospital,  Canterbury  . 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Lyminge  . 

St.  Saviour’s  Hospital,  Hythe  . 

Willesborough  Hospital,  Ashford  . 

London  hospitals  . 

Other  hospitals  . 

Nursing  Homes  and  Old  Peoples’  Homes 

Private  dwellings  . 

Found  dead  on  arrival  at  hospital  . 

Other  circumstances,  i.e., 

Children’s  Home,  Snowdonia  . 

Total  deaths  for  Folkestone: 


and  occurring  in:- 

16 

50 

4 
23 

2 

3 

41 

13 

5 

51 
3 
7 

6 
17 
16 

5 

5 


2 


269 

728 


Inquests 

Post-mortems 


24 

206 
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Deaths  from  Cancer: 

The  death  rate  of  3*18  per  1,000  home  population  from  cancer  (all  forms) 
during  1972  has  shown  a  decrease  of  0*08  compared  with  1971. 

The  following  diagram  shows  the  yearly  number  of  deaths  since  1952  from  cancer 
of  the  lungs  and  bronchi:- 


0  O'  O'  O'  O'  O'  O'  O'  O'  O'  O'O'O'O'O'O'O'  O'  O'  O'  O' 

»H»H  i-H  »H  »H»H  »— H  1  *H  r-H  *H  »— H  r-H  *H  r-H  ^ 

The  total  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  has  increased  from  12 
(10  males  and  2  females)  in  1952  to  36  (27  males  and  9  females)  in  1972;  the 
latter  total  shows  a  decrease  of  4  (2  males  and  2  females)  compared  with  1971 

The  figures  given  below  show  the  comparison  between  the  death  rate  per  1,000 
home  population  of  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  with  that  for  respiratory 
tuberculosis  given  as  the  "immediate"  cause  of  death  during  the  past  five  years: 


Death  rate  for: 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Cancer  of  lungs  and  bronchi 

•  • 

0.47 

0.79 

0. 66 

0.89 

0.79 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Deaths  and  Recoveries  from  Tuberculosis: 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

Fourteen  patients  previously  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
regarded  by  the  Chest  Physician  as  "recovered". 


A  summary  of  the  number  of  patients  whose  cause  of  death  was  tuberculosis, 
including  its  late  effects,  or  had  been  reported  as  "recovered"  since  1968  is: 


1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

T.B.  Respiratory: 

Deaths  . .  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Patients  regarded  as  "recovered" 

10 

8 

5 

6 

11 

T.B.  Other: 

Deaths  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Patients  regarded  as  "recovered" 

4 

1 

2 

- 

3 

Infant  Mortality: 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  in  1972 
was  17.30  per  thousand  live  births;  this  figure  compares  with  17  for  England  and 
Wales . 
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The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  premature  birth  has  shown  a  decrease  of  1 
compared  with  1971  and  there  were  no  congenital  anomaly  deaths. 

Relevant  figures  for  the  past  five  years  are  as  follows  :- 

1968  1969  1970  1971  1972 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  births  .  17.07  14.73  22.61  10.48  17.30 

Number  of  infant  deaths 
caused  by: 

Premature  births  . .  3  5  21 

Congenital  anomalies  . .  421  1  - 


Stillbirths : 

During  the  year  four  stillbirths  (two  legitimate  and  two  illegitimate)  were 
assigned  to  this  borough. 


Maternal  Mortality: 

There  was  no  maternal  death  in  Folkestone  during  1972. 
Principal  Causes  of  Death  During  the  Past  Five  Years: 


Cancer 

Cerebr o- 
vascular 

Coronary 
disease  , 

Other  heart 

Bronchitis 

(all  forms) 

disease 

angina 

disease 

and  emphysema 

*1968 

137 

107 

182 

55 

38 

1969 

151 

101 

182 

48 

34 

1970 

135 

86 

154 

53 

33 

1971 

146 

108 

174 

50 

22 

1972 

145 

109 

182 

60 

22 

*With  the  introduction  of  the  Eighth  Revision  of  the  International 
Classification  of  Diseases  the  short  list  of  36  causes  used  for  analysis  of  mortality 
in  previous  years  was  revised,  and  since  1968  deaths  were  classified  under  65 
headings  based  on  the  International  Abbreviated  List  but  this  has  now  been  increased 
to  73  in  order  to  improve  comparability  with  statistics  published  each  year  in  the 
Registrar  General’s  Statistical  Review. 


__oOo — 
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Part  II  -  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


The  following  services  in  this  Borough  were  carried  out  by  the  Kent  County 
Council : 


(1)  Ambulance  service. 

(2)  Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

(3)  Domestic  help  and  night  attendant  service. 

(4)  Domiciliary  midwifery. 

(5)  Health  visiting. 

(6)  Home  nursing. 

(7)  Mental  health. 

(8)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 

(9)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  for  protection  against 

Diphtheria,  Measles,  Poliomyelitis, 

German  Measles,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  etc: 


The  Kent  County  Council  provided  the  following  clinics  during  the  year: 

(a)  Infant  Welfare: 

Cheriton  Clinic 
(Dr.  P.  MacGregor) 


Old  Harvey  Grammar  School 
(Dr.  D.A.  Ewing) 


Baptist  Church  Hall, 

Hill  Road 
(Dr.  M.  Paxton) 

(b)  Mothercraft  and  Ante-Natal  Relaxation  Classes: 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  -  Thursday  afternoon. 

County  Midwives  also  see  their  own  patients  for  ante-natal  care  at  the 
Cheriton  Clinic  and  the  Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  Centre. 

Hospitals : 


Monday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 
Second  and  fourth  Thursday 
morning  each  month. 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

Friday  morning. 

First  Thursday  morning 
each  month. 

First  and  third  Friday 
afternoon  each  month. 


The  South-East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  is  responsible  for  this 
service  and  the  following  hospitals  are  available  for  patients  from  this  area:- 

(a)  General  and  Maternity: 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone. 

Willesborough  Hospital,  near  Ashford. 

Buckland  Hospital,  Dover. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  smallpox): 

1  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

Haine  Isolation  Hospital. 

(c)  Chronic  Sick: 

St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Lyminge. 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Dover. 

(d)  Geriatric : 

Hothfield  Hospital,  Charing. 

Smallpox  patients  would  be  admitted  to  the  Long  Reach  Hospital,  Dartford. 
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The  following  statistics  for  the  year’s  working  at  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  Folkestone,  have  been  supplied  by  the  Group  Secretary  of  the  South-East 
Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee :- 


In-Patients: 
Maternity  . . 
Others 


675 

3,680 


New  Out-Patients: 

Medical  . 

Paediatrics  . 

Diseases  of  the  Chest 
Dermatology 
Physical  medicine 

Geriatrics  . 

General  Surgery  . 

E.N.T.  (including  T’s  and  A’s)  . 

Orthopaedics  . 

Ophthalmology  . 

Radiotherapy  . 

Urology  .  . 

Dentistry:  208  Orthodontics:  37  Total: 

Gynaecology  . 

Obstetrics'A.N.  . 

P.N.  . 

Psychiatry  . 

Hearing  Aid  (Diagnostic)  . 

Total  attendances,  new  and  old  patients  for  all  clinics 

Attendances  at  Accident  Department  . 

Out-Patient  attendances  at  Physiotherapy  Department 
In-Patient  attendances  at  Physiotherapy  Department  .. 

^Out-Patient  attendances  at  Group  Exercises  . 

In-Patient  attendances  at  Group  Exercises  . 

Total  number  of  patient  attendances  in  X-ray  Department 
Total  number  of  requests  for  Pathological  tests 
Post-mortems  . 


570 

120 

292 

609 

679 

113 

1,446 

2,465 

1,529 

823 

135 

163 

245 

966 

782 

53 

186 

39 

37,222 

16,823 

16,016 

3,669 

“27009 

465 

41,582 

43,068 

206 


Ambulance  Service: 


An  efficient  ambulance  service  has  been  maintained  in  Folkestone  by  the  Kent 
County  Council  for  all  general,  maternity,  accident  and  infectious  disease  cases. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation: 

The  Kent  County  Council  provided  vaccination  and  immunisation  services  that 
offer  to  children  a  substantial  measure  of  protection  against  the  following  diseases: 

• 

Diphtheria. 

Measles  and  German  Measles. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Tetanus . 

Tuberculosis. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Facilities  for  the  injections  were  available  at  the  various  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
in  the  Borough  or,  if  preferred,  by  the  family  doctors  concerned. 

Vaccination  against  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough: 

Triple  Antigen  is  used  for  combined  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  tetanus 
and  whooping  cough,  but  where  children  have  already  had  whooping  cough  it  is 
considered  advisable  to  have  them  vaccinated  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus  only. 
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The  County  Medical  Officer  has  supplied  the  following  figures  for  1972  based 
on  the  returns  sent  to  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security: 


Year  of  Birth. 

Primary. 

Reinforcing 

• 

Triple 

Anti¬ 

gen. 

Diph. / 
Tet. 

Tetanus. 

Triple 

Anti¬ 

gen. 

Diph. / 
Tet. 

Tetanus. 

1972  .. 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1971  .. 

371 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1970  .. 

114 

8 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1969  .. 

11 

2 

- 

8 

3 

- 

1968  .. 

2 

1 

- 

9 

36 

3 

1967  .. 

2 

1 

1 

81 

198 

- 

196  5-1966 

3 

- 

1 

12 

32 

1 

1956-1964 

1 

- 

52 

- 

4 

231 

Totals : 

510 

26 

54 

113 

276 

235 

The  536  children 
with  triple  antigen  o 
1971. 


who  received  primary 
diphtheria/tetanus, 


inoculation  against 
showed  a  decrease  o 


diphtheria,  either 
55  compared  with 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  received  primary 
inoculation  annually  since  1950:- 


Poliomyelitis,  Measles  and  German  Measles  Vaccination: 


Year  of  Birth. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Measles. 

Ge rman 
Measles. 

Primary. 

Reinforcing. 

197  2  . . 

9 

— 

- 

- 

1971  .. 

417 

- 

216 

- 

19  70  .. 

158 

- 

103 

- 

1969  .. 

24 

- 

20 

- 

1968  .. 

7 

48 

22 

- 

1967  .. 

— 

295 

24 

- 

1965-1966 

- 

45 

6 

— 

19  56-196  4 

— 

262 

““ 

271 

Totals : 

615 

650 

391 

271 
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Authentication  of  Vaccination  Certificates: 

During  the  year  the  following  certificates  of  vaccination  against  smallpox, 
cholera  and  typhoid  fever,  etc.,  were  authenticated: 


Smallpox: 

Primary  206 

Revaccination  ..  ..  ..  ..671 

Cholera . 449 

Typhoid  fever  27 

Poliomyelitis  1 


The  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  Yugoslavia  and  cholera  in  Algeria  and  Morocco 
necessitated  visitors  to  those  countries  being  in  possession  of  valid  International 
Certificates  of  Vaccination. 

Laboratory  facilities: 

These  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Maidstone  and  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone. 

A  summary  of  the  results  of  specimens  submitted  by  me  during'  the  year  is  shown 
below : 

Faeces  for:  Positive .  Negative . 


Dysentery,  shigella  ....  -  8 

Salmonella  panama  ....  1  10 

Salmonella  para-typhi  ....  -  6 

Pathogenic  organisms  ....  -  10 

Swabs  for: 

Haemolytic  streptococci  . .  -  2 

Diphtheria  ......  -  3 

Vomitus  for: 

Staphylococcus  ......  -  1 

Totals:  1  40 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  -  Section  47. 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  either  of  these  Acts  during  1972. 


Care  of  Old  People  and  the  Chronic  Sick: 

During  the  year  18  cases  involving  19  persons  were  investigated  and  help  given 
as  necessary;  this  compares  with  22  cases  in  1971. 

The  cases  were  originally  referred  to  me  by : - 


Family  Doctor  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Organising  Secretary,  Folkestone  Old  People's 

Welfare  Committee  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Owner  of  House  or  flat  .  .  .  4 

Patients  themselves .  ..  ...  ..  3 

Relatives  and  friends  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Social  Worker  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Travelling  Warden  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


The  following  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  persons  concerned. 


Admitted  to: 

(a)  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Lyminge  ..  ..  1 

Referred  to: 

(a)  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  . .  .  .  2 

(b)  County  Welfare  Department  ..  ..  2 

(c)  Family  doctors  ..  .  6 

(d)  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  ..  ..  7 

Visited  and  assistance  given  as  required  . .  1 
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The  work  of  the  Folkestone  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  covers  a  wide  range 
of  activities  and  the  members  work  in  close  collaboration  with  other  organisations , 
both  statutory  and  voluntary,  whose  aim  is  to  help  in  any  way  possible  the  elderly 
people  of  the  town. 

Miss  W.M.  Nicholls,  Organising  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  has  given  the 
following  brief  summary  of  their  work  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1973:- 


Number  of  new  cases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  331 

Number  of  elderly  people  on  records  ..  ..  Approx  2,500 

Help  and  advice  given  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,634 

Accommodation  found  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38;  persons 

Active  voluntary  visitors  (not  including 

the  visiting  service  given  by  the  British 

Red  Cross  Society  and  W.R.V.S.)  ..  ..  ..  43 


Aid-in-Sickness  (distribution  of  Bovril,  Horlicks, 

Complan,  etc.)  .  ..  .  .  ..  ..  143 

Fuel  Fund: 

During  the  year  a  number  of  elderly  people  were  provided 


with  extra  warmth.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  26 
W.R.V.S. : 

"Meals-on-Wheels "  service  (four  days  a  week)  ..  15,706 
Clothing  issued  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,039  garments 
Household  goods  issued  . .  . .  . .  . .  218  items 


Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  hospital  social  workers,  to  the  mutual 
benefit  of  all,  and  also  continued  contact  with  all  voluntary  and  statutory 
organisations . 

The  Friendship  Luncheon  Club  at  a  local  church  hall  has  continued  to  prove  a 
great  success,  and  the  one  day  a  week  on  which  it  was  open  has  been  well  supported. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Miss  Nicholls  and  also  to  members 
of  the  Kent  County  Council  home  help  and  welfare  services  in  Folkestone  for  their 
willing  and  efficient  assistance  at  all  times. 

Nursing  Homes: 

Four  registered  Homes  in  the  Borough  provided  the  following  beds:- 

For  maternity  patients  only  ..  ..  4 
For  other  patients  only  . .  . .  50 

One  of  the  Homes  is  approved  as  a  place  for  the  purposes  of  Section  1(3)  of  the 
Abortion  Act  1967  for  treatment  for  the  termination  of  pregnancy;  this  approval  is 
in  respect  of  four  beds  which  are  included  in  the  total  of  50  beds  for  "other  patients" 
shown  above. 

Sexually  Transmitted  Diseases. 

Special  clinics  under  the  control  of  Dr.  J.D.H.  Mahoney,  Consultant  Veneriologist , 
were  available  at  Dover,  Canterbury  and  Ashford  and  a  summary  of  new  patients  from 
Folkestone  who  attended  these  clinics  during  1972  is  as  follows:- 


Folkestone 

New  Cases 

Total 

Total  in 

who 

attended 

Centres  at: 

in 

1971  for 

Dover. 

Canterbury.  Ashford. 

1972. 

Comparison. 

Syphilis 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

*Gonorrhoea 

.  . 

•  • 

14 

10 

16 

40 

28 

Other  genital 

infections 

41 

22 

33 

96) 

116 

Other  conditions 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

22 

22 

54) 

*The  age  groups 

of 

those 

attending 

at 

Dover  and  Canterbury  were:- 

16-19 

20-24  25  and 

Total 

yrs. 

yrs.  over. 

Dover : 

Males 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

5  7 

14 

Canterbury: 

Males 

1 

1  1 

3 

Females 

3 

3  1 

7 
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Folkestone  Crematorium: 

During  1972  a  total  of  750  cremation  certificates  were  issued  compared  with 
704  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  750  certificates  issued  481  were  in  respect  of  Folkestone  residents  and 
the  remaining  269  came  from  the  following  areas  :- 


Capel  and  Dover  . .  . .  34 
Dymchurch  and  New  Romney  . .  37 
Hawkinge  and  Swingfield  ..  15 
Hythe  and  Saltwood  . .  . .  117 
Lyminge  and  El ham  . .  . .  26 
Other  areas  . .  . .  . .  40 


Details  of  the  certificates  issued  since  1957,  the  first  full  year  since  the 
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Medical  Examination  of  Corporation  Employees: 

The  following  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  during  1972:- 


Males 

Females 

For  admission  to  the  Corporation: 

(a)  Superannuation  Scheme 

45 

14 

(b)  Sick  Pay  Scheme 

28 

3 

Special  examinations  . 

9 

1 

Re-examination  . 

1 

- 

For  Heavy  Goods  Vehicle  Driver's  Licence 

18 

- 

Totals : 

101 

18 

Arrangements  were  made  for  63  of  the  employees  to  have  chest  X-ray  examination 
and  40  attended  the  Mobile  Mass  Radiography  Unit  or  Surveys  in  the  area. 


PART  III  -  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  number  of  additional  dwelling  houses  supplied  with  water  in  the  borough 
amounted  to  235.  Against  this  disconnections,  that  is  permanent  removal  of  the 
connection,  amounted  to  54  making  a  total  increase  of  181.  All  of  these  were 
supplied  direct  and  in  no  case  were  any  permanent  supplies  by  standpipe. 

The  new  resevoir  at  Paddlesworth  was  completed  during  the  year  and  work 
continued  in  connection  with  the  development  of  sources  between  Denton  and 
Paddlesworth,  the  yields  of  which  will  be  particularly  for  the  benefit  of 
Folkestone. 

The  markedly  dry  autumn  and  winter  of  1972  resulted  in  further  depletion 
of  underground  water  resources.  An  additional  standby  generating  plant  has  been 
installed  at  Drellingore  Pumping  Station  and  during  the  fuel  crisis,  when 
interruptions  to  electricity  supplies  were  being  experienced,  the  Company  were 
able  to  maintain  100%  supplies  in  the  district. 

Important  extensions  of  mains  during  the  year  included  further  work  on 
the  18”  diameter  trunk  main  between  The  Cherry  Garden  and  Horn  Street ,  the 
replacement  of  some  corroded  iron  mains  in  Sandgate,  additional  service  mains 
on  the  Old  Golf  Course,  Holywell  Avenue,  Park  Farm  Industrial  Estate  and  the 
alterations  and  new  mains  necessitated  by  the  town  centre  redevelopment. 


Copies  of  reports  on  thirty-five  chemical  and  fifty  bacteriological 
examinations  were  received  during  the  year  from  the  Folkestone  and  District  Water 
Company;  samples  of  the  water  for  examination  were  also  taken  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year. 

The  water  generally  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality  and  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

A  copy  of  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  report  on  a  sample  of  water 
from  the  mains  supply  sent  for  chemical  examination  is  set  out  hereunder: 

Appearance:  Clear  and  bright. 

pH  value :  7.6 

Electrical 
Conductivity.  570 


Chlorine 

Hardness  as  Ca  CO., . 


Carbonate  . .  .  .  .  250 

Non-carbonate  .  75 

Total 


Alkalinity  as  Ca  CO3 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

Permanganate  Value 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180°  C 

Iron  . . 


Milligrammes 

per  Litre 

27 


325 

250 

2.9 

12 

0.20 

390 

0.04 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a  reaction  on  the  alkaline 
side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  very  minute  trace  of  iron. 
The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  contents  of  mineral  and 
saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  It  confirms  to  the  highest 
standard  of  organic  quality. 


These  results  indicate  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply 
purposes,  from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis. 


SGD:  ROY  C  HQATHER . 
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Public  Analyst : 

Mr.  J.H.E .  Marshall  M .A . (Cantab .)  ,  F.R.I.C.,  has  continued  as  Public  Analyst 
for  this  borough. 

Public  Cleansing: 

The  construction  of  the  joint  refuse  disposal  incinerator  at  Hawkinge  commenced 
during  1972  and  completion  is  expected  by  the  late  summer  1973. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage: 

There  were  no  extensions  or  major  improvements  during  the  year. 


Housing: 

The  Borough  Treasurer  has  provided  me  with  the  following  information  regarding 
the  number  of  families  on  the  Council's  waiting  list  and  the  number  who  have  been 
accommodated  during  the  year:- 


(a)  On  Council's  waiting  list  at  4th  January,  1973: 

(i)  without  separate  homes  .  81 

(ii)  with  separate  homes  .  105 


Total :  186 


(b)  Families  accommodated  in  Council  Houses,  Nominated  Tenancies,  etc : 

(i)  from  housing  waiting  list .  180 


One  hundred  and  eleven  cases,  compared  with  85  during  1971,  were  referred  to 
me  in  view  of  overcrowded,  congested  or  unhygienic  living  conditions,  chronic 
illness  or  other  "medical  grounds". 


During  the  year  thirty  cases  were  recommended  for  inclusion  on  the  housing 
waiting  list,  priority  in  rehousing  or  transfer  to  other  Corporation  accommodation, 
i.e.,  larger  type  of  house,  ground  floor  or  on  more  level  terrain. 

A  summary  of  the  cases  dealt  with  is  as  follows:- 


No.  of 
Cases . 


Referred  by: 

Borough  Treasurer  on 
medical  grounds  ....  4 

Chest  Physician  ....  1 

Consultant  Psychiatrist  ..  1 

County  Health  Visitors  .0  21 

County  Midwives  „ .  3 

Family  doctors  . .  . .  62 

Housing  applicants  themselves  18 

M.O.H.  cf  neighbouring  authority  1 


Recommended  for 
inclusion,  priority  or 

transfer 


3 

1 

1 

1 

18 

6 


Totals : 


111 


30 


The  Borough  Engineer  has  given  the  following  summary  of  the  housing  position: 


( a )  Houses  and  Flats  Completed  During  the  Year: 

(i)  Old  People's  Warden  controlled  flats  at 

Middleburg  House,  Cheriton.  .  31 

(ii)  Houses  on  the  Eastfields  Estate  off 

Dawson  Road .  53 
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By  1975  it  is  anticipated  a  further  190  houses  and  flats  will  be  built 
by  the  Council  at:- 


Units  of 
Acc  ommodation. 


Harbour  Way  .  7 

Hollands  Avenue  . «  .  27 

Gas  Board  Land  .  12 

Old  Peopled  Maisonettes  - 

(i)  Gas  Board  Land  .  34 

(ii)  Bridge  Street  .  12 

(iii)  Princess  Street .  28 

Elvington  Close  .  70 


— oOo — 
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PART  IV  -  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES, 

DIPHTHERIA. 

For  the  twentieth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified. 

DYSENTERY  -  Bacillary. 

Two  separate  cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  were  notified;  the  first  was  a  woman 
of  25  and  the  second  a  man  of  27. 

In  view  of  the  latter's  employment  as  a  food  handler  he  was  excluded  from  work 
until  further  laboratory  tests  were  negative,  and  there  was  no  risk  of  him  being  a 
"carrier"  or  passing  on  the  infection  to  contacts. 

INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE. 

Eight  civilians  and  one  member  of  H.M.  Forces  stationed  at  Shorncliffe  Camp  were 
reported  as  suffering  from  infective  jaundice;  all  the  patients  were  between  the  ages 
of  14  and  41  years . 

The  army  patient  was  admitted  to  the  Royal  Herbert  Military  Hospital  at  London  and 
two  of  the  civilian  patients  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital.  One  of  the  latter  also 
had  a  recent  history  of  bronchitis  but  discharged  himself  the  day  after  admission  and 
the  second  patient,  woman  aged  26,  lived  alone  and  had  no  relatives  or  friends  in  the 
locality  to  look  after  her. 

The  21  year  old  son  of  one  of  the  patients  was  excluded  from  his  employment  as  a 
butcher's  assistant  for  a  period  of  11  days,  and  the  sister  of  another  patient  was  also 
excluded  for  two  weeks  from  her  work  as  a  food  handler. 

MEASLES. 

Twenty-five  sporadic  cases  of  measles  were  reported;  seven  in  the  first  quarter, 
seven  in  the  second  quarter  and  eleven  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year. 

Seventeen  of  the  patients  were  infants  under  the  age  of  5  years  and  the  other 
eight  between  5  and  9  years . 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


Notifications  in  respect  of  ten  cases  were  received  compared  with  15  the  previous 

year . 


Three  were  infants  of  pre-school  age,  three  between  the  age  of  5  and  9  years  and 
the  other  four  between  15  and  19  years. 

The  disease  generally  was  mild  and  all  the  patients  nursed  at  home. 

MENINGOCOCCAL  INFECTION. 

An  infant  of  nine  months  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  Coroner's  post-mortem  to 
have  died  in  the  local  hospital  from  bilateral  adrenal  haemorrhage (Frider ichsen- 
Waterhouse  syndrome). 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  is  the  first  year  free  from  a  reported  case  of  whooping  cough;  since  1949, 
when  343  cases  were  reported,  the  number  of  notifications  received  annually  has 
gradually  decreased. 

GERMAN  MEASLES. 

A  student  nurse  at  the  local  hospital  and  a  member  of  the  W.R.A.C.  stationed 
at  Shorncliffe  Camp  were  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

GLANDULAR  FEVER. 

A  man  of  29  of  no  fixed  abode  was  admitted  to  the  local  hospital  for  observation. 
He  was  subsequently  confirmed  as  suffering  from  glandular  fever  and  acute  bronchitis 
and  transferred  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 
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MUMPS. 

A  member  of  the  Junior  Infantry  Battalion  at  Shorncliffe  Camp,  youth  aged  15, 
suffering  from  mumps  was  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

VIRUS  HEPATITIS 

Information  was  received  that  a  member  of  H.M.  Forces  living  in  this  borough 
and  suffering  from  virus  hepatitis  had  been  admitted  to  the  Royal  Herbert  Military 
Hospital  at  London. 

FOOD  POISONING  AND  G ASTRO-ENTER IT  IS . 

Five  suspected  cases  of  food  poisoning,  involving  four  families,  were  reported. 

Investigations  were  carried  out,  including  bacteriological  tests  on  stools  from 
the  patients,  but  in  none  of  the  cases  was  the  provisional  diagnosis  confirmed. 

Eight  patients  suffering  from  gastro-enter it is  were  admitted  to  the  Dover 
Isolation  Hospital  and  a  ninth  to  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital.  Three  were 
infants  under  the  age  of  2  years,  four  between  the  age  of  21  and  25  and  the  other 
two  over  58  years . 

SALMONELLA  INFECTION  -  Non-Food  Poisoning. 

A  girl  of  18,  who  was  a  patient  in  the  local  hospital  and  confirmed  as  suffering 
from  Salmonella  'panama'  infection,  was  transferred  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  was  subsequently  classified  as  a  non-food  poisoning  Salmonella  infection. 

INFLUENZA. 

The  incidence  of  influenza  in  Folkestone  commenced  at  the  end  of  1972  and  the 
peak  was  reached  during  the  second  week  of  January,  1973. 

The  maximum  number  of  first  certificates  of  incapacity  received  by  the  local 
branch  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  during  the  peak  period  was 
approximately  twice  the  normal  average  for  the  time  of  the  year;  one-third  were  in 
respect  of  patients  suffering  from  influenza. 

Generally,  the  disease  appeared  to  be  a  less  severe  form  of  influenza  than  the 
A/Hong  Kong  68  type  and  complications  were  mainly  in  the  elderly  and  infants  under 
school  age. 

Influenza  vaccination  by  means  of  the  hypospray  jet  method  was  offered  at  five 
centres  in  the  town  to  all  members  of  the  Corporation  staff  and  approximately  one- 
third  (193)  attended. 

OTHER  ADMISSIONS  TO  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

A  summary  of  the  patients  from  Folkestone  who  were  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year  is  as  follows:- 


Males.  Females. 


Erythema  multiforme  .  -  1 

Herpes  zoster,  frontalis  ....  1 

Meningism  with  pharyngitis  . .  1 

Tonsillitis,  acute  follicular  ..  -  1 

Pharyngitis  -  1 

Totals:  2  3 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
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Four  new  cases,  three  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary,  were  notified;  this 
compares  with  four  pulmonary  and  two  non-pulmonary  cases  in  1971. 

(a)  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  172). 

No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(b)  Mass  Radiography. 

The  Mobile  Unit  made  twenty-four  regular  visits  to  Folkestone  during 
the  year  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  afternoons  of  each  month. 


Dr.  Rees-Jones  has  supplied  the  following  statistical  analysis  of  films  taken 


during  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

1972 

and  details 

of  significant 

abnormal 

f ilms :- 

Films 

Post-Primary 

*0ther 

Taken. 

Inactive  T.B. 

Abnormalities. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Referred  by: 

General  Practitioners 

35 

50 

2  2 

3 

3 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Essential  Users  (Teachers,  Home 

25 

9 

—  — 

1 

- 

Helps,  etc.)  . 

34 

101 

,1 

- 

- 

Members  of  general  public 

473 

626 

7  2 

7 

1 

Totals : 

567 

786 

9  5 

11 

4 

*The  classification  ’’Other  Abnormalities"  included  the  following:- 

Referred  Medical  Officer  Members  of 


Abnormalities. 

by 

G.P.s. 

of  Health. 

General 

Public. 

Heart  -  acquired 

Male . 

Female. 

1 

Male.  Female. 

Male. 

1 

Female. 

Pneumonia,  etc. 

1 

1 

-  - 

1 

- 

Chronic  bronchitis  and/or 
emphysema 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Abnormality  of  diaphragm  - 
including  hiatus  hernia  . . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Totals : 

3 

3 

1 

7 

1 

Of  the  1,353  films  taken  29  (2%)  were  found  to  have  some  abnormality. 

The  ready  availability  of  the  Unit  is  much  appreciated  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
these  arrangements  will  in  future  continue  on  a  permanent  basis. 

(c)  New  Cases  Notified  during  1972. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary . 

Age 

in  Years. 

Male.  Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

25-44 

1 

__ 

1 

45-64 

•  •  •  * 

2 

- 

- 

Total s : 

2  1 

- 

1 

Number  of  new 

cases  of 

Tuberculo 

sis  admitted  to 

hospital 

during  the  year: 

(a) 

Pulmonary 

1 

(b) 

Non-Fulmonary 

1 

(d)  Mortality  during  1972. 

In  one  case  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  given  as  the  cause  of  death. 
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(e)  Number  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

On  register  at  1st  January, 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female 

1972  . 

35 

9 

3 

4 

Primary  notifications 

Other  Addition  - 

2 

1 

1 

Transferred  from  other  area 

.  1 

_ 

__  — 

Total. 


51 

4 

1 


Totals :  38  10 

Removed  (died,  left  district, 

recovered,  etc.)  ..  ..12  2 


3 

2 


5 

1 


56 

17* 


Remaining  on  register  at 
December,  1972 


31st 


26  8 


1  4  39 


*Of  this  number  2  died  (in  one  case  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  not  given 
as  the  primary  cause  of  death),  14  were  reported  by  the  Chest  Physician  as  "now 
regarded  as  recovered"  and  1  as  "lost  sight  of". 

(f )  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  1972  -  Occupation  of  Patients. 


Housewife  . . 
H.M.  Forces 
Unknown 


Totals : 


Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 

1 

1 

1 


Non-Pulmonary . 
Male.  Female, 


Total . 

2 

1 

1 


(g)  Chest  Clinic. 

Dr.  J.  Spencer  Jones,  Chest  Physician,  has  supplied  the  following  information:- 

Number  of  people  with  Tuberculosis  requiring  medical  advice. 

The  number  of  people  requiring  advice  (but  not  necessarily  treatment) 
was  355.  Most  have  old  tuberculous  lesions  though  this  figure  does  not 
fall;  the  corresponding  number  in  1970  being  364. 

Drug  Resistant  Germs. 

There  was  no  case  of  infection  by  tuberculosis  germs  resistant  to  the 
usual  treatment. 

Tuberculosis  Protection. 

Besides  the  large  number  of  school  children  dealt  with  by  School  Medical 
Officers,  108  have  been  given  B.C.G.  in  the  Chest  Department.  In  the  schools, 
it  will  be  the  practice  for  tuberculin  testing  and  B.C.G.  to  be  dealt  with  by 
nursing  instead  of  medical  staff  in  future. 

Tuberculosis  Contacts. 


The  number  of  tuberculosis  contacts  examined  was  135. 
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RABIES  INVESTIGATION  -  Diseases  of  Animals  Act. 

The  deaths  of  three  dogs  at  quarantine  kennels  in  the  borough  were  reported 
to  me  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act.  Laboratory  tests  carried  out  on  the  animals  were 
all  negative  for  rabies. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  A.  Elliott,  County  Medical  Officer,  booster  rabies 
injection  was  given  to  eight  members  of  the  staff  at  these  kennels. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  for  blood  samples  to  be  taken  from  the  staff 
concerned  for  examination  at  the  Virus  Reference  Laboratory,  Central  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  London  in  connection  with  antibody  estimations. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  CONFIRMED  IN  1972 
AND  OTHER  N0N-N0TIFIABLE  DISEASES  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL. 
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Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department, 
The  Civic  Centre, 

FOLKESTONE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  beg  to  present  my  23rd  annual  report  on  the  work  of  the  Department 
for  which  I  am  responsible. 

Housing  activities  again  figured  prominently  in  the  Department  programme 
for  1972  and  the  progress  made  in  connection  with  the  Thanet  Gardens/East 
Cliff  General  Improvement  Area  was  particularly  satisfying.  But  perhaps  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  new  harbour  complex,  with  the  resultant  increase 
in  cross-channel  ferry  services  carrying  foodstuffs,  had  the  most  marked 
impact  on  the  Department  during  the  year. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  roll-on  roll-off  terminal  on  1st  July 
active  consultations  had  been  pursued  during  the  construction  period  to 
ensure  that  the  facilities  provided  for  inspection  of  incoming  food  met  the 
requirements  of  the  Department.  Generally  speaking  these  were  satisfied, 
and  it  is  understood  have  been  taken  as  a  pattern  for  similar  development  at 
other  ports,  and  although  a  few  minor  unforeseen  teething  problems  inevitably 
arose  in  the  light  of  early  operational  experience,  these  have  now  been 
largely  resolved. 

Food  inspection  facilities  are  centred  on  a  large  cold  store,  fitted 
with  overhead  travelling  rails  and  of  sufficient  dimension  to  hold  the  entire 
contents  of  a  standard  vehicular  container,  and  office  accommodation  for 
duty  Port  Health  Inspectors  is  provided  adjacent  to  the  store. 

From  the  outset  it  was  the  declared  policy  of  the  Department  to  carry 
out  maximum  inspection  of  all  incoming  food  at  Folkestone  and  avoid  recourse 
to  clearance  at  inland  destinations  except  where  this  was  completely  unavoid¬ 
able.  The  policy  has  been  firmly  implemented  and  only  6%  of  all  food 
containers  passing  through  the  port  during  the  year  under  review  went  forward 
to  deferred  inspection,  these  containing  foodstuffs  in  respect  of  which  H.M. 
Customs  and  Excise  clearance  was  not  effected  at  Folkestone. 

The  positive  and  inescapable  responsibility  devolving  on  the  Department 
demands  that  an  Inspector  is  available  throughout  the  day,  and  on  seven  days 
a  week  for  discharge  of  the  port  duties  involved.  This  requires  that  two 
Inspectors  have  to  be  allocated  on  a  daily  shift  and  rota  basis  to  cover  the 
arrival  of  all  incoming  vessels,  attendance  commencing  as  early  at  5.30  a.m. 
and  continuing  until  all  foodstuffs  arriving  on  the  last  vessel  of  the  day 
have  been  inspected  and  cleared,  sometimes  at  midnight  or  later.  Not 
infrequently  the  Technical  resources  of  the  Department  have  been  stretched 
to  the  maximum  limit  to  meet  these  requirements  and  maintain  routine  services 
in  the  Borough,  especially  during  periods  of  temporary  staff  shortage, 
illness,  annual  leave,  etc.  and  the  advantages  of  flexibility  in  utilisation 
of  the  Inspectorate  become  noticeably  clear  in  such  circumstances. 

In  order  to  meet  the  additional  work-load  it  was  necessary  to  increase 
the  establishment  by  2  District/Port  Health  Inspectors  and  fortunately  the 
vacancies  were  filled  without  undue  delay;  certain  other  internal  re¬ 
arrangements  were  necessary  to  meet  the  situation  and  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  technical  staff  these  were  put  into  effect  without  the  overall 
efficiency  of  the  Department  being  impaired. 


I  am  grateful  to  all  members  of  the  staff,  both  technical  and 
clerical,  for  their  continued  and  sustained  efforts  during  the  year 
in  the  common  endeavour  to  see  that,  despite  the  priorities  which  have 
to  take  pride  of  place  from  time  to  time,  no  routine  duty  is  entirely 
neglected.  To  Mr.  Hacker,  the  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

I  accord  my  special  thanks  for  his  unfailing  and  most  cheerful  response 
to  the  many  heavy  demands  made  upon  him  and  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  exercised  his  technical  expertise  at  all  times. 

Statistics  can  be  used  as  an  unsteady  man  uses  lamp  posts  - 
for  support  rather  than  illumination  -  but  I  trust  that  perusal  of  the 
supporting  commentaries  in  the  following  pages  will  show  that  the 
numerical  summary  of  inspections  is  matched  by  tangible  results  in  the 
work  carried  out  during  1972. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  continued  support  of  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee,  the  Finance  and  Establishment 
Committee  and  the  Borough  Council,  and  am  also  appreciative  of  the 
continued  co-operation,  of  officers  and  staff  in  other  Departments. 


Lo  H.  VALE, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


1.  COMPLAINTS 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  .  1472 

2.  INSPECTIONS  -  Summary  of  visits  made 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936-1961 

Visits  to  premises  (including  re-visits)  .  1676 

Housing  Acts,  1957-1969 

Visits  for  purposes  of  securing  repairs  .  524 

Visits  re  individual  unfit  dwellings,  compliance  with 
demolition  orders,  checks  on  compliance  with  closing  orders,  etc.  113 

Visits  re  clearance  areas,  supervision  of  demolition,  etc.  ...  99 

Visits  for  general  survey  and  assessment  of  properties  .  256 

Visits  re  houses-let-in-mul tiple  occupation  .  34 


Housing  Acts,  1958-1969 

Visits  re  improvement  grants  (including  preliminary  enquiries, 

formal  inspections  and  re-visits)  . 

Visits  re  Compulsory  Improvement  Areas  ...  ... 

Visits  re  Compulsory  Improvements  (individual  houses)  ... 
Visits  re  Qualification  Certificates  ...  . 

Housing  (General) 

Visits  re  housing  applications  (alleged  overcrowding,  claims 

for  priority,  etc.)  . 

Visits  re  Tuberculosis  patients  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  . 


1247 

184 

39 

161 


158 

1 

12 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960-1966 

Inspection  of  shops  and  other  premises,  stalls,  mobile  vehicles, 

etc.  where  food  is  stored,  handled  and/or  sold  .  1090 

Visits  to  ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Visits  to  licensed  premises  .  5 

Miscellaneous  visits  (including  food  sampling,  etc.)  ...  ...  372 

Inspections  and  Interviews  re  Food  Complaints  .  81 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Number  of  new  Registrations  effected  .  ...  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  visits  for  all  purposes  .  253 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1959-1965 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  Milk  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  etc. 

Visits  to  Quarantine  Kennels  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Visits  re  Waste  Food  Order  1957  2 

Visits  re  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963  29 

Visits  re  Pet  Animals  Act  1951  17 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Movement  of  Animals  Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  to  other  premises,  etc,  not  recorded  above 

Factories  (a)  Power  26 

(b)  Non -Power  4 

Agricultural  Premises  (farms,  holdings,  etc.) .  20 

Caravan  and  Camping  Sites  .  ...  ...  39 

Clean  Air  Acts  1956-1968  ...  ...  ...  ...  356 

Hairdressers  Premises  .  4 
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Infectious  Diseases: 

(i)  Food  Poisoning  Enquiries  .  .  35 

(ii)  Enteric  infections  other  than  food  poisoning  .  3 

(iii)  Other  infectious  diseases  56 

Knacker's  Yard  7 

Licensing  Act  1964  6 

Meat  Inspection  67 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  258 

Pigeon  Control  ...  . .  47 

Places  of  Entertainment  ...  . .  5 

Rodent  Control  (Visits  by  Inspectors)  .  78 

Swimming  Pools  67 

Miscellaneous  180 


Total  number  of  visits  made  .  7748 

Visits  to  Port  . 497 


8245 


3.  NOTICES  SERVED 


NOTICES 

*  NOTICES 

DEFECTS  OR 

SERVED 

COMPLIED 

CONTRAVENTIONS 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

•Found 

Complied 

Factories  Act,  1961 

4 

4 

8 

8 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

and  Food  Hygiene  Regu¬ 
lations,  1960-1966 

53 

54 

367 

241 

Housing  Acts  1957-1969: 

(i)  Routine  repairs 

schedules 

10 

11 

132 

77 

(ii)  Improvement  Grant 

repairs  schedules 

179 

124 

2516 

1839 

(iii)  Statutory  over- 

crowding 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Public  Health  Acts 

1936-1961 

85 

4 

99 

172 

189 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway 

Premises  Act,  1963 

33 

34 

94 

67 

Clean  Air  Act  1956 

6 

7 

6 

7 

Caravan  Sites  &  Control 

of  Development  Act  1960 

2 

2 

2 

4 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 

5 

6 

5 

6 

Prevention  Of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act  1949 

5 

5 

18 

5 

TOTALS 

204 

183 

223 

124 

3321 

2444 

* 


Includes  some  notices  carried  over  from  previous  year 
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BROAD  ANALYSIS  OF  DEFECTS,  ETC.,  REMEDIED 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 


Public 
Health  Acts 
1936-61 


Housing 

Acts 

1958-1969 

(Improvement 

Grant 

Schedules  ) 


Housing 

Acts 

1957-69 

(Maintenance 

Notices) 


DAMPNESS: 

Roofs  repaired  .  21 

Eaves  guttering  and  downpipes 

repaired  or  renewed .  13 

External  walls  repointed,  re¬ 
rendered  or  repaired  Cavities 
cleared,  etc.  ...  8 

Internal  walls  waterproofed  4 

Window  sills  repaired  or  renewed  7 

GENERAL  REPAIRS: 

Internal  walls  or  ceiling  re¬ 


paired  or  renewed  .  25 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed,  sub¬ 
floor  ventilation  provided,  etc.  4 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  2 

Windows  repaired  14 

Sash-cords  renewed  .  12 


Chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt 

Firegates  repaired  or  renewed 

Staircases  repaired,  hand-rails 

fitted,  etc.  ...  ...  1 

Food  stores  provided  or 

ventilated,  etc.  . 

Yard  paving  provided  or  renewed  1 

Water  supplies  reinstated,  supply 
pipes  and  fittings  repaired  or 
renewed  2 

Internal  re-decoration  ... 

DRAINAGE 

Repaired  or  cleansed  .  9 

Reconstructed  or  relaid  ... 

Mew  gullies  provided  .  - 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or 

repaired  3 

Wastepipes  repaired  or  renewed, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  7 

2 


122  6 

112  7 

208  5 

51 

79  2 


329 


12 


69  4 

60  4 

206  8 

169  5 

90 

13  3 


31 


5 


1 

61  3 


2  1 

89  5 


7 

4  1 

5  1 

8 


Soilpipes  and  vent-shafts 
Sewers  repaired  ...  . . . 


1 


5 


2 
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Public 
Health  Acts 
1936-61 


Housing 

Acts 

1958-1969 

(Improvement 

Grant 

S  chedules) 


Hous ing 
Acts 
1957-69 
(Maintenance 
Notices) 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES: 

Additional  accommodation 
provided  ...  ... 

Structural  repairs  (roofs,  walls 
ceilings,  floors  plasterwork, 
etc. )  ...  ... 

Doors,  windows  repaired  or 
renewed  . 

Fittings  repaired  or  renewed 

Ventilation  provided 

MISCELLANEOUS : 

External  re-decorations  ... 

Curtilage  walls ,  etc.,  rebuilt 
or  repaired  . 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed 

Nuisances  from  animals,  etc. 
abated  ...  ... 

Premises  or  parts  of  premises 
cleansed  and/or  disinfested 

Unclassified  . 


2  -  - 

17  1 

1  10 

4  6- 

2 

-  65  2 

-  2  - 

32  - 

3  -  - 

6  - 


189 


1839 


77 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  BOR3UGH 

The  total  number  of  premises  not  connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system  is 
as  follows: - 


Number  of  premises  served  by  cesspools 
There  are  no  privies  or  earth  closets  in  the  Borough 


o  •  • 
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DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Calls  on  the  disinfection  and  disinfestation  services  of  the  Department 
remained  at  a, very  low  level  throughout  the  year  and  there  is  little  to  report 
in  this  connection  other  than  the  usual  statistics. 

In  recent  years  the  demand  for  disinfection  of  private  premises  has 
dwindled  away  to  the  occasional  request  for  treatment  for  some  special  purpose 
compared  with  the  solemn  ritual  in  years  past  of  disinfecting  bedrooms  after 
they  had  been  occupied  by  patients  suffering  from  various  infectious  diseases 
which  were  then  much  more  prevalent  such  as  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and  of 
course  pulmonary  tuberculosis;  as  the  incidence  of  this  type  of  disease  has 
fallen,  calls  on  the  disinfection  service  have  correspondingly  declined. 

Of  the  9  requests  for  disinfection,  7  were  received  from  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hospital  for  precautionary  treatments  of  cubicles  and  these  were  given 
immediate  attention.  The  main  disinfectant  used  continues  to  be  formalin  in 
either  liquid  or  gaseous  form. 

There  is  still  an  occasional  request  for  assistance  in  dealing  with  body 
lice  infestation.  In  this  connection  two  "travellers"  presented  themselves  at 
the  enquiry  counter  one  morning  and  asked  if  they  could  be  treated  for  a 
combination  of  fleas  and  body  lice  infestation.  The  request  was  rapidly  acceded  to 
and  they  went  on  their  way  if  not  exactly  rejoicing  at  least  more  comfortable. 

83  premises  were  treated  for  disinfestation  compared  with  86  in  the 
previous  year.  Included  in  the  treatments  were  30  flea  infestations, 

13  infestations  of  cockroaches  and  7  infestations  of  ants;  a  further  19  related 
to  wasps  nests  and  the  remainder  to  a  variety  of  common  pests  such  as  carpet 
beetles,  silver  fish,  flies  and  bugs  etc. 

I  have  consistently  referred  in  previous  Annual  Reports  to  the  very  small 
number  of  requests  for  cockroach  disinfestations  made  to  the  Department  and  I 
remain  unconvinced  that  of  all  the  food  premises  in  the  Borough,  including 
hotel  kitchens,  cafes,  snack  bars,  restaurants  and  other  catering  establishments 
and  food  stores,  only  3  had  cockroach  problems  which  prompted  occupiers  to  seek 
the  advice  of  the  Department.  These  pests  pose  a  resistance  problem  which  can 
result  in  the  establishment  of  really  hardcore  infestations  which  are  extremely 
difficult  to  eradicate  and  the  Department  is  able  to  deal  with  such  problems  in 
a  much  more  effective  way  in  the  early  stages  before  the  position  so  deteriorates 
as  to  make  treatment  a  tiresome  and  more  expensive  exercise.  The  Department  also 
has  at  its  disposal  different  forms  of  pesticides  so  that  if  insects  are  shown 
to  be  resistant  to  one  formulation,  an  alternative  can  be  employed;  in  1972,  for 
example,  a  new  carbamate  insecticide  was  marketed  for  the  first  time  as  an 
effective  and  convenient  weapon  against  many  species  of  cockroaches  and  other 
household  insect  pests. 


The  steam  disinfector  maintained  by  the  Department  at  the  East  Cliff 
Works  was  used  for  disinfection  and  disinfestation  of  clothing,  blankets,  bedding 
etc.  though  here  again  usage  seems  to  gradually  decline  each  year. 

22  library  books  were  also  disinfected  by  appropriate  gaseous  treatment 
after  having  been  handled  by  patients  suffering  from  notifiable  diseases. 


1.  DISINFECTION 

Number  of  premises  treated  .  9 

Number  of  rooms  involved  .  12 

Number  of  articles  of  bedding,  etc.  disinfected  .  44 

Number  of  library  books  disinfected  .  22 
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DISINFESTATION 

Number 

Number 

of  houses  and  other  premises  treated 

of  rooms  involved  . 

•  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

83 

268 

Number 

of  visits  by  pest  control  operator  for 

above  purposes 

128 

FOOD  SUPPLIES 


1.  Statistical  details  relating  to  food  premises  (including  Ice  Cream  premises) 


(i)  Total  number  of  premises  (including  those  not  subject  to 

statutory  registration)  officially  recorded  as  being  used 
for  the  preparation,  storage  and/or  sale  of  food 

(ii)  New  premises  registered  during  1972  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc . 


(iii)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the 

preparation  or  manufacture  of  preserved  food  etc.,  during 
1972  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(iv)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.  at  December,  1972  ... 

(v)  New  premises  registered  during  1972  for  the  manufacture  of 
lcc^crG am  • • •  • • •  • • •  • • •  •••  •••  • • •  • • • 


(vi)  Deletions  from  register  of  ice-cream  factories  during  1972 

(vii)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream  at  December,  1972  ...  ...  . 


665 


2 


Nil 


91 


Nil 

Nil 


2 


(viii)  New  premises  registered  during  1971  for  the  sale  and  storage 

of  ice— ere  am  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ix)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the  sale  of 

ice— cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(x)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 

at  December,  1972  .  242 


2.  General  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods: 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  Folkestone  and  all  supplies  of  raw  meat 
are  brought  into  the  Borough  from  outside  sources.  The  abattoirs  at  Hythe 
and  Canterbury  are  the  nearest  sources  of  fresh  killed  meat,  other  supplies 
being  provided  by  national  meat  distribution  companies  who  operate  through 
meat  depots  in  the  town  or  who  trade  through  the  medium  of  wholesale  delivery 
service  vehicles. 

Regular  supplies  of  beef  from  the  Irish  Republic  continue  to  arrive 
weekly  at  the  meat  depot  in  Grace  Hill,  these  supplies  being  routed  through 
Northern  Ireland.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  the  Imported  Food  Regulations  is 
deferred  until  the  meat  arrives  in  Folkestone,  as  provided  for  in  the  relevant 
legislation.  The  meat  is  invariably  of  high  quality  and  routine  examination 
has  given  no  cause  for  anxiety  in  this  respect;  the  same  observation  as  to 
quality  can  equally  be  made  with  respect  to  all  other  meat  sold  in  the  Borough. 
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The  standard  of  meat  supplies  to  the  retail  trade  throughout  the 
country  is  in  fact  generally  quite  satisfactory  and  relevant  reports  show 
that  condemnation  of  carcase  meat  because  of  diseased  conditions  in  the  live 
animal  is  on  a  much  lower  scale  than  used  to  be  the  case  in  the  majority  of 
slaughterhouses  during  post  mortem  inspections.  Many  of  the  conditions  which 
were  at  one  time  very  familiar  indeed  to  me  personally  and  to  many  other  food 
inspectors,  for  example  generalised  tuberculosis  in  beef  carcases,  would  now 
excite  special  interest  amongst  students  of  meat  inspection.  This  is  doubtless 
due  largely  to  better  breeding  and  better  selection  of  all  types  of  food 
animals,  but  in  the  process  factory  farming  has  evolved  and  there  are  widely 
divergent  views  on  the  morality  of  this  system  in  which  animals  and  poultry  are 
often  reared  in  quite  unnatural  conditions  with  some  never  even  seeing  the  full 
light  of  day.  It  is  contended  that  intensive  methods  of  production  are 
inevitable  if  the  demand  for  increased  supplies  is  to  be  satisfied  and  it  is 
claimed  that  meat  can  be  produced  more  quickly  and  thus  more  economically  by 
factory  farming,  also  that  it  is  tender  and  has  the  lean  characteristics 
favoured  by  consumers,  though  there  is  almost  equal  controversy  engendered  by 
those  who  allege  loss  of  taste  in  the  final  product. 

From  a  food  inspection  point  of  view  it  is  important  to  consider  whether 
there  is  any  significant  effect  on  nutritional  value  from  confinement  of 
animals  and  birds,  coupled  with  the  use  of  feeding  supplements  containing 
antibiotics  and  hormones  and  provision  of  additional  minerals  and  vitamins  etc. 
These  are  matters  which  call  for  evaluation  of  possible  health  hazards  such  as 
residues  of  additives  lingering  in  the  carcase  meat  of  animals  to  which  they 
have  been  administered;  this  in  turn  involves  the  development  of  simple  practical 
methods  of  checking  the  presence  of  residues,  and  judgement  criteria.  There  is 
no  concrete  evidence  yet  that  humans  have  been  harmed  but  there  does  appear  to 
be  a  case  for  selective  assessment  of  the  metabolic  effects  of  additives, 
especially  with  respect  to  hormones. 

Acceptance  of  the  validity  of  the  claims  for  more  production  should, in  any 
event,  be  properly  balanced  with  insistence  on  proper  controls  to  prevent 
undue  exploitation  of  animals  and  birds  and  to  minimise  the  possibility  of 
accompanying  nuisances  from  odour,  noise,  reservoirs  of  vermin  infestation  and 
disposal  of  wastes  etc.,  all  of  which  can  result  in  environmental  pollution. 

1  carcase  of  beef  was  transferred  from  Canterbury  abattoir  to  the  local 
Ice  Stores  in  Cheriton  Road  for  supervision  by  the  Department  of  deep  freeze 
treatment  for  localised  infection  of  cysticercus  bovis.  The  carcase  was 
finally  cleared  for  human  consumption. 

In  addition  to  the  specific  inspection  of  meat  supplies,  random 
examination  of  all  other  foodstuffs  is  a  normal  activity  of  the  Inspectorate. 
Requests  for  special  inspections  continued  to  be  received  from  various  traders, 
both  wholesale  and  retail,  and  a  summary  of  the  foodstuffs  destroyed  as  a 
result  of  these  and  other  routine  inspections  is  set  out  in  table  2  (post). 

The  total  amount  of  food  destroyed  was  1  ton  11  cwts.  13  lbs. 

Complaints  from  members  of  the  public  also  continued  to  be  a  feature  of 
the  food  inspection  service  and  scarcely  a  week  goes  by  without  at  least  one 
such  incident. 

A  tabulated  summary  of  the  complaints  received  is  given  below  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  most  of  these  referred  either  to  deterioration  in  the  appearance 
and/or  quality  of  food  concerned  or  to  the  presence  of  offending  foreign  matter. 

The  presence  of  foreign  material  in  the  substance  of  a  food  is  nearly 
always  due  to  human  or  mechanical  failure  during  manuf  acture  or  processing. 

Food  manufacturers  are  very  well  aware  that  this  is  an  absolute  legal 
responsibility  which  they  must  bear,  but  quality  controls  inevitably  vary  and 
consumers  are  entitled  to  expect  that  the  most  meticulous  precautions  should  be 
fully  maintained  at  all  times. 

Where  the  issue  is  related  to  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  food,  i.e. 
mouldy  conditions  etc.,  the  main  contributory  factor  is  usually  negligence  by 
the  retailer  in  the  handling  of  perishable  stock.  In  spite  of  considerable 
publicity,  and  in  reiteration  of  previous  observations,  it  must  be  again  said 

that  some  retailers  still  fail  to  practice  meaningful  stock  rotation  and  as  a 
consequence  find  themselves  in  trouble.  It  is  often  difficult  to  determine 
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whether  this  is  due  to  complacency,  ignorance,  apathy,  or  a  sublime  optimism 
born  of  the  ...."it  can't  happen  to  me"  syndrome  ....  but  whatever  the  reason 
failure  to  make  a  detailed  daily  check  of  all  vulnerable  short-life  products 
is  not  only  a  failure  to  observe  good  trading  practice  but  is  indeed  a 
reprehensible  dereliction  of  the  retailer's  obligation  to  customers. 

The  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  during  recent  years 
probably  indicates  that  customers  are  becoming  much  more  sensitive  to  quality 
and  if,  as  sometimes  happens,  a  retailer  or  a  shop  assistant  tries  to  brush 
off  the  complaint,  indignation  turns  to  active  resentment.  It  might  of  course 
also  have  something  to  do  with  the  increased  cost  of  foodstuffs  and  the 
resultant  financial  impact  on  an  aggrieved  purchaser. 

In  6  cases,  where  it  was  considered  that  an  inexcusably  culpable  degree 
of  negligence  was  evident,  prosecutions  were  instituted.  All  were  successful 
and  the  fines  and  costs  imposed, totalling£176 . 35  are  detailed  on  page  83. 

In  many  other  cases  where  similar  punitive  action  could  undoubtedly  have  been 
successfully  pursued  it  was  decided  that  mitigating  factors  existed  and 
severe,  unequivocal  warnings  would  suffice  to  meet  the  circumstances. 


It  is  not  inappropriate  to  mention,  in  passing,  that  within  the  very 
near  future  membership  of  the  EEC  will  presumably  result  in  efforts  being  made 
to  co-ordinate  throughout  the  community  protective  measures  with  respect  to 
foodstuffs.  It  is  therefore  of  some  interest  to  note  how  consumer  protection 
is  interpreted  in  relevant  EEC  literature,  viz:- 

1.  Protection  against  risks  to  safety  and  health. 

2.  Protection  against  misleading  advertisements  and  similar 

questionable  practices. 

3.  Effective  legal  provisions. 

4.  Provision  of  an  information  service. 

5.  Consumer  participation  in  making  regulations. 

These  are  the  principles  which  have  obtained  in  this  country  for  very 
many  years  but  realisation  of  the  objectives  enumerated  differs  quite  widely  in 
different  parts  of  the  Community  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  long  it  will  take 
for  the  desirable  co-ordination  to  be  achieved;  the  efforts  of  the  World  Health 
Organisation  in  trying  to  secure  agreement  in  international  food  standards 
would  indicate  that  harmonising  compositional  standards,  methods  of  sampling, 
analysis  and  legislative  control  will  be  a  formidable  task  indeed  with  national 
interests  a  complex  obstacle  to  agreement. 


Table  1  Summary  of  Complaints  received  re  foods  sold  to  complainants 


Commodity 


No.  of 
Complaints 


Nature  of  Complaint 


Meat  and  Meat  18  Unsound  Lambs  Liver 

Products  Abnormal  taste  to  minced  beef  pie 

Misleading  description  of  dry  sausage 
Mouldy  crumpets 

Unsound  condition  of  Meat  Pies  (2) 

Decomposing  turkey 

Pork  pie  with  foreign  material 

Mould  on  sausage  rolls 

Mouldy  sausages 

Mouldy  pies  (2) 

Quantity  of  meat  in  beef  stew  and  dumpling 
inadequate 


Commodity 


Meat  and  Meat 
Products  (Cont*d) 


Bread  and  Flour 
Confectionery 


Milk  and  Milk 
Products 


Cereals 


Preserves 


Canned  Foods 


Sugar  Confectionery 


Miscellaneous 
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No.  of 

Complaints  Nature  of  Complaint 

Unfit  condition  of  sliced  ham  (pre-packed) 
Pork  chops  decomposing 
Foreign  material  in  beefburgers 
Meat  not  steak  as  advertised 
Insufficient  meat  in  sausages 

19  Foreign  matter  in  bread  (8) 

String  in  cake  (2) 

Biscuits  in  stale  condition 

Foreign  body  in  flour 

Stone  in  sultana  scone 

Mould  growth  on  bread 

Mould  growth  on  cakes 

Beetle  in  doughndt 

Puff  pastry  (stale  and  rancid) 

Stone  in  fruit  cake 
Metal  nut  in  blueberry  pie 


9  Dessert  containing  foreign  matter 

Piece  of  hard  material  found  in 
chocolate  mousse 

Absence  of  rice  in  tin  of  rice  pudding 
Dirty  milk  bottle  (2) 

Foreign  substance  in  butter 
Mouldy  and  rancid  condition  of  cheese 
Rancid  butter 
Nail  in  yoghurt 


1 


Silver  fish  in  cereal 


3  Snail  in  jar  of  jam 

Contaminated  marmalade 
Wasp  in  jar  of  jam 

7  Tin  of  peas  containing  slug 

Absence  of  beans  in  tin  of  beans 
Mould  in  tin  of  grapefruit 
Alleged  food  poisoning  caused  by 
pineapple  chunks 
Mould  on  side  of  rhubarb  tin 
Suspect  tinned  mackerel 
Glass  in  tin  of  tuna  fish 


4  Chocolate  nougat  damaged  by  heat 

Marshmallows  alleged  to  have  caused  sickness 
Maggot  in  almond 
Sweets  causing  sickness 

4  Crisps  alleged  to  contain  mouse  droppings 

Mixed  herbs  -  fusty 
Cardboard  in  cod  and  butter  sauce 
Mouldy  apfel  strudel 
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Table  2 


Summary  of  Food  and  Drugs  Destroyed 


(a )  Meat  and  Meat  Products 
Bacon 

Meat:  English  (Beef,  Lamb, 
Imported  -  ditto 

Meat  Offals  (Imported) 

Meat  Products  (canned) 
Poultry:  Chickens 

(b)  Fish  and  Fish  Products 

Fish  Cakes 
Fresh  Fish 
Squids 

(c)  Other  Food 

Beverages  (pkts) 

Butter 
Cereal 
Cheese 
Cooking  Fat 
Flour 

Fresh  Fruit 
Fruit  (canned) 

Ice-cream 

Jam 

Milk  Products 
Onions  and  Sauces 
Pastry 
Potatoes 

Pudding  and  Cake  Mixes 
Soup  (pkts) 

Suet 

Vegetables  (canned) 
Miscellaneous:  Vinegar 

(d)  Frozen  Foods 

Fish  Products 
Fruit  Products 
Meat  Products 
Mousse 
Orange  Juice 
Pastry  and  Cakes 
Vegetables 


35  lbs 

Pork)  484  lbs 

52  lbs 
143  lbs 
80  lbs 
60  lbs 


9  lbs 
196  lbs 
290  lbs 


12  lbs 
28  lbs 

34  lbs 
12  lbs 

48  lbs 
448  lbs 
330  lbs 
739  lbs 

1350  lbs 
7  lbs 
57  lbs 
78  lbs 

35  lbs 
96  lbs 

49  lbs 
60  lbs 

119  lbs 
103  lbs 

36  lbs 


77  lbs 
32  lbs 
308  lbs 
25  lbs 
15  lbs 
54  lbs 
227  lbs 


Total  Weight:  1  Ton  11  cwts.  13  lbs 
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3.  Food  Hygiene 

In  my  last  two  reports  I  have  endeavoured  to  highlight  certain  basic  food 
hygiene  fundamentals  with  the  aid  of  a  jingle.  The  following  might  therefore 
be  entitled  as  indicated:- 

The  Food  Handlers  Code:  Part  III 


F  olkestone  for  a  clean  food  town  -  that  must  be  our  aim, 

O  bedience  to  the  hygiene  rules  will  satisfy  the  claim. 

O  ut  with  dirt  and  unseen  germs,  remember  all  the  drill, 

D  on't  just  say  ”1*11  have  a  try”  -  say  ”1  can,  and  will". 

H  ands  are  most  important  -  before  you  start  to  work, 

Y  ou  must  wash  and  scrub  them  -  that's  where  food  germs  lurk. 
G  arbage  in  the  dustbin  away  from  pests  like  flies, 

I  mmunity  from  danger  will  be  the  well  won  prize. 

E  liminate  bad  habits,  prove  that  you  are  keen, 

N  ever,  never  handle  food  unless  you  keep  it  clean. 

E  FFICIENCY  +  COMMON  SENSE  =  FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  purpose  of  food  hygiene  is  to  ensure  the  physical  and  bacterial 
cleanliness  of  foodstuffs  and  food  premises  by  high  aesthetic  standards  of 
handling,  storage,  preparation  and  service  in  all  food  establishments  and  the 
realisation  of  this  worthwhile  public  health  objective  calls  for  continuous 
endeavour.  In  a  holiday  resort  where  catering  for  thousands  of  visitors  plays 
a  major  role  in  the  town's  economy ,  it  is  an  obvious  priority  and  has  always 
been  so  regarded  by  the  Department. 

Food  hygiene  is  promoted  by  a  combination  of  legislation  and  education, 
both  being  employed  as  circumstances  demand.  Education  requires  tact  and 
sustained  perseverance  and  involves  going  over  the  same  ground  many  times. 

There  is  a  lesson  to  be  learned  from  commercial  advertising,  where  consumer 
reaction  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  effect  of  impact,  concentration  and 
repetition;  these  can  be  adopted  as  operative  words  in  food  hygiene  education, 
where  success  is  not  complete  until  apathy  and  ignorance,  and  possible 
suspicion  of  the  motives  of  the  Inspectorate,  have  been  replaced  with  informed 
acceptance  of  its  necessity. 

In  pushing  home  the  message,  the  main  point  to  get  across  is  that  there 
is  a  good  and  solid  and  logical  practical  reason  for  the  exhortation  to  handle 
food  decently.  It  doesn't  really  matter  if  food  handlers  can't  remember  the  long 
latin  names  which  roll  almost  lovingly  off  the  tongues  of  the  experts  when 
describing  the  bacteria  which  can  give  rise  to  undesirable  or  even  dangerous 
contamination;  what  is  important  is  to  induce  an  ever-present  sense  of  personal 
and  individual  responsibility  for  the  wellbeing  of  the  consumer  and  an  acute 
realisation  that  failure  to  observe  that  responsibility  can  result  in  painful 
and  distressing  illness  in  the  form  of  food  poisoning. 

In  this  respect  all  is  not  yet  well  and  to  think  otherwise  is  to  delude 
oneself.  Meticulous  supervision  is  still  essential  and  this  supervision  was  fully 
maintained  during  the  year  under  review.  There  is  a  perpetual  need  for 
enlightenment  in  the  attitude  of  many  individual  food  handlers  and  also  in  the 
planning  and  layout  of  food  premises  where  kitchen  space  or  storage  accommodation 
is  often  ruthlessly  subordinated  to  table  space  or  selling  space,  as  the  case 
may  be. 


Instances  can  still  readily  be  found  where,  behind  the  scenes,  lack  of 
space  is  a  limiting  factor  in  securing  the  best  layout  for  practising  food 
hygiene  or  maintaining  optimum  standards  of  cleanliness  without  constant  major 
upheaval.  Even  where  this  does  not  apply,  in  some  premises  cleanliness  is 
relegated  to  a  superficial  brushing  of  the  floor  at  the  end  of  the  da^s  work  and 
an  occasional  tidy  up  if  there  should  happen  to  be  a  slack  period. 

The  customer  who  summons  up  courage  to  comment  on  unhygienic  practices 
is  often  regarded  as  something  of  a  tiresome  eccentric  and  only  a  minority  of 
the  public  are  as  yet  so  actively  food  hygiene  conscious  as  to  protest  with  any 
sustained  vigour  except  when  registering  formal  complaints.  They  could  with 
advantage  take  a  leaf  from  the  American  consumer  attitude  of  ...  "Help  yourself 
to  protect  yourself". 
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Idealism  suggests  that  everyone  engaged  in  food  handling,  from  upper 
management  level  to  the  most  humble  member  of  the  lower  echelons  of  staff  in 
any  type  of  food  premises,  should  be  required  to  produce  evidence  of  attendance 
at  an  approved  and  properly  organised  course  of  training  and  lectures  before 
being  employed.  In  practice  this  is  virtually  impossible,  more  especially 
in  the  case  of  kitchen  staff  at  catering  establishments  where  the  more  menial 
tasks  of  washing  up  and  porterage  attract  very  low  calibre  workers  who  drift 
at  random  from  one  job  to  another  and  are  not  interested  in  such  training  but 
whose  work  is  nevertheless  an  essential  element  in  the  day  to  day  operation  of 
a  food  business  inasmuch  as  the  basic  cleanliness  of  premises  and  equipment  is  a 
main  function  of  their  job. 

On  the  legislative  side  a  recently  issued  Working  Party  Report  on  Food 
Hygiene  prepared  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  after  12  months 
study  and  deliberation  made  a  number  of  recommendations  for  strengthening 
existing  regulatory  control.  These  included  in  particular  the  following  points 

1.  Legal  power  should  be  given  to  local  authorities  to  close 

forthwith  any  very  dirty  or  unsatisfactory  premises.  At 
present  there  is  no  statutory  power  for  such  action,  either 
as  a  temporary  or  permanent  measure;  in  extreme  cases,  and 
only  in  extreme  cases,  is  it  possible  to  apply  to  a 
Magistrates  Court  for  a  two  years  personal  disqualification 
of  a  caterer  from  operating  or  managing  food  premises. 

Furthermore,  any  disqualification  could  only  prevent  the 
person  to  whom  it  applies  from  operating  at  the  specific 
premises  named  in  the  disqualification,  i.e.  those 
premises  which  prompted  action  being  taken.  There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  a  disqualified  person  from  immediately 
taking  over  some  other  premises  and  thus  continue  in 
business.  In  any  event  the  legal  process  involved  takes  a 
minimum  of  several  weeks  to  pursue  during  which  time 
conditions  could  conceivably  continue  to  deteriorate 
irrespective  of  potential  danger  to  customers. 

2.  Extension  of  statutory  temperature  control  to  all 

vulnerable  food  stocks  where  warm  conditions  can  cause 
rapid  and  possibly  dangerous  deterioration. 

3.  Removal  of  the  present  exemption  of  catering  operations  in 
Crown  premises, e.g.  hospital  kitchens  etc.,  from  inspection 

aid  enf orceable  compliance  with  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

I  must  at  once  and  specifically  emphasise  that  this  is  not 
intended  in  any  way  as  a  reflection  on  any  local  hospital 
in  particular  but  one  reads  many  disturbing  reports  of 
sub-standard  conditions  being  found  in  hospital  kitchens, 
including  poor  structural  design,  lack  of  planned 
maintenance  and  cleaning,  worn  out  and  obsolete 
equipment  and  insect  infestation,  and  the  fact  remains 
that  these  premises  are  not  subject  to  statutory  action 
or  even  to  unrestricted  local  authority  inspection  as  of 
right,  and  access  is  only  by  invitation  or  by  special 
arrangement  on  a  courtesy  basis  for  advice. 

4.  Organisers  of  out-door  events  where  food  is  served  should 

be  required  to  notify  the  local  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  obtain  clearance  that  the  hygiene  arrangements  are 
satisf  actory . 

,5.  Reference  is  also  made  to  the  practice  of  using  domestic 
kitchens  in  licensed  premises  for  the  preparation  of 
snacks  or  for  public  catering.  It  is  recommended  that 
this  should  be  prohibited  if  the  kitchen  is  used  for  any 
domestic  purposes  other  than  food  preparation,  e.g. 
domestic  laundry  etc. 
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4.  Bacteriological  and  Biochemical  Sampling 

Selective  bacteriological  sampling  of  milk,  cream,  ice-cream,  shellfish, 
water  supplies,  milk  bottles  and  milk  churns  was  similarly  maintained  during 
the  year,  314  samples  being  examined  for  these  purposes. 

The  value  of  this  activity  in  relation  to  foodstuffs  is  that  it  provides 
an  additional  objective  check  on  the  care  that  is  exercised  in  the  preparation 
and  handling  of  the  foods  to  which  the  samples  relate.  In  the  case  of  food 
containers  such  as  milk  bottles  and  milk  churns  it  affords  a  similar  check  on 
the  efficient  operation  of  the  cleansing  routine.  Such  sampling  cannot  be 
employed  as  an  alternative,  but  only  as  a  supplement,  to  visual  inspection  of 
premises  and  equipment  but  if  used  in  this  context  it  undoubtedly  serves  a  very 
useful  purpose  indeed. 

The  main  drawback  in  applying  the  technique  more  extensively  to  foods 
which  are  regarded  as  very  vulnerable  to  contamination,  such  as  meat  pies  and  all 
other  forms  of  cooked  meat  products,  cream  cakes,  trifles  etc.,  is  that  results 
are  not  normally  available  for  several  days,  by  which  time  the  product  sampled 
has  almost  certainly  been  sold  and  eaten.  Its  value  is  therefore  largely 
retrospective  but  nevertheless  gives  a  pointer  to  the  necessity  for  investigation 
and  supervision  of  the  premises  concerned. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  our  own  small  laboratory  where  samples  of 
milk,  cream  or  ice-cream  can  be  examined  by  the  District  Public  Health 
Inspectors  as  a  routine  duty  within  the  Department.  This  accounted  for  187 
of  the  total  number  of  samples  taken;  in  183  samples  the  relevant  test,  i.e.  the 
methylene  blue  dye  reduction  test  was  to  determine  the  bacterial  activity  in  the 
sample  under  examination  and  by  prescribed  objective  assessment  establish  the 
potential  keeping  quality  of  the  product.  The  other  4  samples  were  examined  to 
check  for  the  presence  of  residual  antibiotics  in  milk  and  details  are  given 
later  in  this  report. 

In  the  case  of  samples  which  call  for  more  sophisticated  laboratory 
technique  there  must  of  course  be  close  and  mutual  co-operation  between  the 
local  Health  Inspector  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  service,  which  is  fully 
equipped  to  carry  out  such  tests,  so  that  both  the  intended  objective  of  the  field 
officer  and  the  reasonable  convenience  of  the  laboratory  administration  are 
satisfied.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  dovetail  these  two  aspects  to  suit  all 
parties,  especially  with  respect  to  sampling  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week, 
and  routine  sampling  thus  of  necessity  tends  to  be  restricted  to  the  early  days 
of  the  working  cycle  with  follow  up  samples  relating  to  check  investigations 
consequently  having  to  be  spread  over  comparatively  lengthy  periods. 

82  samples  of  water  and  16  composite  samples  of  churn  and  bottle  rinses 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Preston  Hall  for  bacteriological 
culture  tests  and  the  results  are  also  detailed  in  the  relevant  sections  which 
f  ollow. 


4  samples  of  shellfish  from  stalls  at  the  Harbour  were  also  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  all  were  reported  as  free  from  specific 
pathogenic  organisms.  The  Laboratory  still  firmly  declines  to  carry  out  total 
plate  count  tests,  which  is  a  measure  of  the  total  bacterial  load  of  the  sample 
and,  for  field  purposes,  this  omission  is  again  regretted. 

The  registrations  of  7  premises  for  preparation  and  cooking  of  shellfish 
supplied  to  the  several  whelk  stalls  mentioned  above  were  continued  and 
supervision  was  maintained  over  all  the  premises  and  stalls. 


5.  Ice  Cream 


The  origin  of  ice  cream  might  imaginatively  be  traced  back  to  the  frozen 
milk  products  which  are  reputed  to  have  been  sold  from  handcarts  in  Peking  some 
700  years  ago;  it  is  even  said  that  honey-sweetened  and  flavoured  ice-frozen 
milk  was  known  in  China  3,000  years  ago. 
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In  the  course  of  the  centuries  this  form  of  confection  was  introduced 
into  western  countries  and  it  is  generally  agreed  that  ice  cream  came  to 
England  about  a  century  ago  when  the  frozen  custard  type  forerunner  of  the  1 

present  balanced  mix  was  sold  from  street  barrows  by  Italian  vendors. 

Ice  cream  is  thus  a  very  ancient  delicacy  and  has  graduated  from  being  a  * 
summer  treat  to  an  all  the  year  round  popularity,  presented  in  a  variety  of 
forms,  shapes  and  colours  which  go  far  beyond  the  yesteryear  cornet  and  wafer. 

It  has  likewise  passed  through  phases  of  being  scooped  from  bulk  containers, 
to  prepacked  cartons,  tubs  and  blocks  and  in  recent  years  to  expansion  of  sales 
of  soft  ice  cream  dispensed  through  specially  designed  machines  into  which 
liquid  mix  is  fed  and  soft  freeze  ice  cream  is  extruded. 

k 

A  few  years  ago  an  even  more  sophisticated  coin  operated  self-service 
soft  freeze  machine  was  put  on  the  market.  The  machine  incorporated  a 
refrigerated  syrup  hopper  and  fed  this  ingredient  into  the  ice  cream  during  4 

the  measuring  and  delivery  operation. 

Soft  ice  cream  machines  were  installed  in  mobiles  as  well  as  static  sales 
points  and  enjoyed  a  minor  boom  in  the  trade.  They  require  to  be  very  carefully 
and  meticulously  sterilised  between  daily  usage  and  to  this  extent  caused  some 
misgivings  on  occasion  as  to  the  conscientious  observance  of  the  prescribed 
cleansing  and  sterilising  routine.  k 

It  is  now  being  suggested  that  the  industry  is  turning  away  from  soft 
serve  freezer  vehicles  in  favour  of  hard  ice  cream  and  the  re-introduction  of 
the  old  ’’stop  me  and  buy  one"  tricyle,  brought  up  to  date,  has  even  been 
predicted.  The  main  reasons  are  said  to  be  the  cost  of  providing  and  equipping 
the  right  type  of  vehicle,  which  can  be  much  more  expensive  to  operate  than  a 
fixed  sales  point;  another  reason  is  the  lack  of  variety  in  the  soft  ice  cream 
product  with  consequent  market  limitations. 

From  a  public  health  point  of  view  the  overriding  requirement  with  respect  * 
to  the  production  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  whatever  the  form  or  variety  or  method 
of  selling,  is  insistence  on  high  standards  of  hygiene  to  maintain  a  satisfactory 
bacteriological  quality.  b 

50  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  Methylene  Blue  examination, 
sampling  being  spread  over  retail  sales  outlets,  snack  bars,  cafes  and 
restaurants  etc.  Samples  are  classified  as  grade  1,  2,  3  or  4,  depending  upon 
the  time  taken  to  decolourise  the  dye  used  in  the  test.  Grade  1  samples  are, 
of  course,  entirely  satisfactory  and  grade  2  samples  are  regarded  as  fairly 
satisfactory  but  showing  room  for  improvement.  Grade  3  and  grade  4  samples  are  b 

definitely  unsatisfactory  and  such  results  are  always  followed  up  by  appropriate 
investigation  and  check  sampling  until  a  succession  of  at  least  3  grade  1 
results  are  obtained.  s 

From  the  table  which  follows  it  will  be  seen  that  only  two  of  the  50 
samples  fell  below  grade  2  and  this  is  very  satisfactory  indeed. 

k 

The  solitary  active  ice  cream  factory  in  the  Borough  is  operated  as  a 
small  family  business,  the  ice  cream  produced  being  sold  on  mobiles  in 
Folkestone  and  the  surrounding  areas.  The  factory  is  subject  to  routine 
supervision  and  was  generally  maintained  in  satisfactory  condition. 

After  adjustment  for  additions  and  deletions,  242  premises  remained  on 
the  official  register  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  an  increase  of  5  compared  with  the  previous  total.  This  does  not  include 
any  mobiles,  which  are  not  subject  to  registration,  nor  does  it  include  any  cafes, 
snack  bars,  restaurants,  hotels,  theatres,  cinemas  etc.  which  only  serve 
ice  cream  for  consumption  on  the  premises  and  are  therefore  also  exempt  from 
registration. 
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Summary  of  Ice  Cream  Samples 


Type 
of  Mix 

Point  of  Sampling 

ASSES 

S  M  E  N 

T 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Gr  ade  3 

Gr  ade  4 

i  Hard  Ice- 

Fixed  sales  or  serving 

Cream 

points 

38 

3 

- 

2 

Mobile  sales  point 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Soft  Ice- 

Fixed  sales  or  serving 

Cream 

points 

5 

1 

- 

- 

Mobile  sales  point 

1 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  SAMPLES 

44 

4 

- 

2 

Percentage  Summary 

88% 

8% 

- 

4% 

6.  Composition  Quality  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Public  interest  in  the  quality  and  palatability  of  food  never  seems  to 
wane  and  certainly  the  food  industry  continues  to  foster  this  interest  by  a 
perpetual  campaign  of  advertising,  particularly  with  respect  to  new  varieties 
of  foods.  It  is  a  moot  point,  however,  as  to  whether  there  is  really  a  greater 
variety  of  foods  or  whether  there  is  an  increasing  standardisation  of  varieties, 
sold  merely  under  different  names,  as  more  and  more  of  the  industry  becomes 
part  of  the  larger  food  combines. 

Food  is  important  to  everyone  and,  furthermore,  appreciation  of  good 
food  is  one  of  the  unchanging  pleasures  of  life  in  both  the  family  circle  and  in 
the  wider  field  of  social  activity.  It  is  therefore  natural  to  take  a  healthy 
interest  in  food  and  to  expect  that  it  will  satisfy  the  fundamental  criteria  of 
being  in  sound  condition  and  is  otherwise  of  satisfactory  compositional  quality. 

The  Public  Health/Food  Inspector  stands  somewhere  in  the  middle  of  the 
various  elements  of  manufacturing,  processing  and  distribution  of  food  as  the 
ultimate  impartial  arbiter  armed  with  statutory  powers  to  ensure  that  the 
criteria  referred  to  are  indeed  satisfied.  He  is  also  often  a  link  man  between 
the  several  interests  involved,  but  his  prime  consideration  must  always  be  to 
make  certain  that  the  customer  gets  a  fair  deal  in  terms  of  purity  and 
nutritional  value  and  is  protected  from  possible  overenthusiastic  cajolery  in 
sales  promotion  and  food  labelling.  In  order  to  properly  fulfil  this  duty  and 
exercise  the  statutory  supervision  implicit  in  such  a  role  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  well  informed  of  new  techniques  and  changing  patterns  in  food  processing 
so  as  to  be  able  to  make  judgements  and  interpret  the  results  of  scientific 
research  with  understanding. 

The  technologists  are  unquestionably  the  most  important  personnel  in  the 
food  industry  today.  In  biblical  times  the  best  food  was  probably  equated  with 
fresh  meat  taken  from  the  fatted  calf,  which  was  apparently  considered  to  be 
the  greatest  delicacy  that  could  be  offered  from  the  festive  board.  If  we  could 
ignore  the  fact  that  the  public  taste  is  for  lean  meat  and  that  some  fat  is 
nonetheless  necessary  in  a  properly  balanced  diet  as  a  source  of  essential  fatty 
acids,  as  a  vehicle  for  absorption  of  fat  soluble  vitamins  and  a  source  of 
energy,  the  old  criteria  could  still  be  regarded  as  a  valid  yardstick  since  the 
end  product  had  not  lost  any  of  the  basic  qualities  of  flavour,  minimum  damage 
to  nutritional  value,  retention  of  texture  and  palatability  to  the  consumer. 

But  how  far  modern  processed  food  measures  up  to  those  requirements  is  very  much 
a  matter  of  both  objective  and  subjective  opinion.  When  one  reflects  on  the 
immense  number  and  variety  of  food  additives  used  in  the  sophisticated  processing 
operations  which  are  now  a  feature  of  food  manufacture  and  include  emulsifiers, 
stabilisers,  extenders,  and  antioxidants,  colouring  matters,  minerals,  vitamins, 
sweeteners,  essences,  dyes,  preservatives  etc.  to  mention  only  a  few  in  generic 
terms,  one  might  be  forgiven  for  wondering  whether  food  technologists  are  not  in 
some  danger  of  becoming  too  clever  by  half. 
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The  situation  might  be  summed  up  thus  - 


In  days  of  yore  when  food  was  poor  and  substitutes  were  cheap 

Adulteration  so  they  say  was  quite  a  simple  feat 

Potato  mash  in  arrowroot  scarcely  caused  a  blink 

And  tea  improved  with  Prussian  Blue  was  quite  the  thing  to  drink. 

Acorns  crushed  in  coffee,  alum  in  the  bread 

Candies  made  with  tallow  and  coloured  with  red  lead 

Turnips  in  the  marmalade,  copper  in  the  peas 

Gin  was  mixed  with  turpentine,  mangolds  with  the  cheese. 

But  now  that  food  is  plentiful  and  appetites  are  keen 
Much  more  ingenious  mixtures  dominate  the  scene 
With  many  new  additives,  born  of  chemists*  arts 
Contributing  their  quota  to  meat  pies,  cakes  and  tarts. 

We  get  minerals  by  the  milligram  and  tonics  by  the  score 
Energisers,  stabilisers,  vitamins  galore 

And  in  the  next  decade  or  so  who  knows  what  we  shall  find 

For  the  skills  of  food  technologists  should  be  much  more  refined. 

The  Roast  Beef  of  Old  England,  produced  in  tablets  neat 
With  choice  of  multi  coloured  pills  to  follow  as  a  sweet 
Nutritive  meals  from  seaweed,  preserved  in  this  or  that 
To  form  a  balanced  diet  of  proteins,  starch  and  fat. 

And  when  that  stage  is  reached  no  doubt  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Will  have  the  present  standards  all  amended  and  reviewed 
And  Analysts  and  chemists  will  have  a  glorious  time 
And  I  hope  that  I’ll  be  far  away  in  regions  more  sublime. 


On  the  subject  of  preservation  it  is  a  matter  of  personal  surprise  that 
the  process  of  Accelerated  Freeze  Drying  has  not  made  more  progress  since  food 
so  processed  seems  to  meet  all  the  objectives  of  retention  of  flavour, 
nutritional  content,  texture  and  acceptability  when  properly  prepared.  It  is 
not  a  new  process,  having  been  used  in  pharmacology  for  well  over  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  A.F.D.,  as  the  process  is  called,  is  commercially  viable  and 
packaged  foods  have  been  marketed  for  some  products  but  the  range  could  be 
widely  extended. 

The  principle  of  the  process  is  the  complete  removal  or  sublimation  of 
water  as  vapour  under  very  high  vacuum,  and  storage  thereafter  under  very  dry 
conditions  to  avoid  changes  caused  by  variations  in  humidity;  this  presents  no 
insuperable  problems  and  use  of  sealed  packages  containing  inert  gas,  such  as 
the  plastic  envelopes  charged  with  nitrogen  which  are  already  used  for  some 
meat  products,  would  meet  all  possible  problems  of  reverse  osmosis. 

It  has  been  stated  in  print  that  the  process  is  being  held  back  by 
certain  commercial  interests  who  fear  that  development  of  A.F.D.  processing 
could  halve  or  even  reduce  by  two  thirds  the  modern  dependence  on  food 
ref  rigeration. 
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So  far  as  labelling  is  concerned,  new  regulations  relating  to  slimming 
claims  for  food  came  into  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  new  rules 
strengthened  the  former  controls  pertaining  to  bread,  biscuits,  rusks  and  cereal 
foods  so  as  to  obviate  what  was  undoubtedly  becoming  the  very  real  risk  of 
consumers  being  misled  by  pseudo-scientific  jargon  coupled  with  omissions  of 
essential  information. 

Guidance  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in 
relation  to  the  new  regulations  emphasises  the  incontrovertible  fact  that  there 
can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  slimming  ’’food”  since  this  is  a  contradiction  in  terms; 
otherwise  eating  more  and  more  of  a  slimming  food  would  inevitably  make  the 
consumer  slimmer  and  slimmer.  Weight  control  depends  on  the  balance  between 
intake  and  output  of  calories  in  a  diet  and  simply  means  that  if  the  intake 
exceeds  the  output  the  excess  will  be  stored  in  the  body,  mainly  as  fat. 

It  is  now  an  offence,  therefore,  to  claim  that  a  food  has  any  specific 
weight  reducing  properties;  it  will  be  an  offence  to  even  claim  that  it  is  an  aid 
to  slimming  unless  that  claim  can  legally  be  substantiated,  and  products  mainly 
consisting  of  minerals  or  vitamins  must  not  be  promoted  or  sold  as  slimming  aids. 

The  misleading  unqualified  term  ...."starch-reduced"....  cannot  be  applied 
unless  the  starch  content  of  a  food  is  substantially  less  than  that  of  similar 
foods  sold  without  claims  for  starch  reduction,  and  then  only  if  less  than  one 
half  of  the  dried  content  consists  of  carbohydrate.  The  point  here  is  that 
...."starch-reduced"....  foods  do  not  thereby  necessarily  contain  less  calories 
than  the  normal  product  as  the  calories  in  the  food  may  be  contained  in  different 
nutrients. 

As  in  previous  years  a  policy  of  selective  sampling,  with  appropriate 
follow  up  investigation  of  adverse  or  suspect  results,  was  pursued  and  231  foods 
were  sampled  for  chemical  analysis  as  detailed  in  the  summary  on  pages  50,51  and  52 

Adverse  reports  were  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  in  respect  of  12 
samples  and  these  are  summarised,  together  with  the  action  taken,  on  pages  53  and  54 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  on  two  occasions  for  offences  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  The  first  related  to  the  complete  absence  of  rice  in 
a  can  labelled  ...."Creamed  Rice"....  and  the  other  to  the  presence  of  a  piece 
of  broken  glass  in  a  jar  of  baby  food.  In  the  first  case  charges  were  preferred 
against  the  manager  of  the  shop  involved  as  he  had  completely  ignored  instructions 
to  remove  the  product  from  sale. 

Details  of  fines  and  costs  imposed  in  these  cases,  totalling  £80,  are 
included  in  the  summary  of  legal  proceedings  on  page  83  . 

Legal  proceedings  were  also  contemplated  in  a  third  case  following  the 
discovery  of  a  snail  in  a  jar  of  jam  but  the  complainant  was  reluctant  to  appear 
in  Court  and  in  these  circumstances  the  matter  was  dealt  with  by  a  severe 
warning  to  the  manufacturers.  It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  Department 
not  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  a  witness  who  is  not  prepared  to  give  evidence 
willingly  and  no  one  need  be  deterred  from  making  a  complaint  for  fear  of  getting 
involved  in  legal  proceedings  as  the  wishes  of  a  complainant,  including 
confidentiality,  are  always  unreservedly  respected. 

Irrespective  of  the  question  of  legal  proceedings,  the  important  effect 
of  drawing  attention  to  unsatisfactory  food  is  that  it  prompts  immediate 
investigation  and  is  thus  not  only  in  the  interests  of  the  unfortunate  purchaser 
but  also  in  the  interests  of  the  public  in  general  inasmuch  as  it  might  well 
result  in  preventive  action  being  taken  to  avoid  similar  incidents. 

The  remaining  9  cases  were  dealt  with  by  appropriate  warnings  or  were 
satisfactorily  resolved  by  correspondence  and/or  interviews  with  the  manufacturers 
or  suppliers  as  indicated  in  the  summary  which  follows. 

7 .  Imported  Food 

Details  of  the  wide  variety  of  foodstuffs  inspected  at  the  harbour  for 
purposes  of  the  Imported  Food  Regulations  were  included  in  the  annual  report 
relating  to  Port  Health  activities.  The  total  amount  of  food  examined  for 
clearance  between  1st  July,  when  the  new  facilities  opened  for  traffic,  to 
31st  December  was  11,873,200  kilos. 
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Summary  of  Samples  Taken  for  Analysis 


Formal 

(a)  General  Foods 


Beverages: 

Cof  f  ee  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

Drinking  Chocolate 

— 

Tonic  Wine 

- 

Bread  and  Flour: 

Bread  Crumbs 

Milk  Loaf  ... 

Plain  Flour  ... 

- 

Cakes  &  Puddings: 

Cherry  Cream  Cheese 

Cake 

_ 

Christmas  Pudding 

- 

Creamed  Rice 

— 

Danish  Pastries... 

— 

Doughnut  ... 

- 

Fruit  Cake  Mixture 

- 

Cereal: 

Breakfast  Cereal 

- 

Cheese: 

Caerphilly  ... 

1 

Camembert 

— 

Cheddar 

1 

Lancashire  ... 

- 

Drinks: 

(a)  Alcoholic: 

Brandy 

1 

Gin  ...  ... 

1 

Whisky  ...  ... 

2 

(b)  Soft  Drinks: 

Dried  Instant  Lemon 

Drink 

- 

Grape  Juice 

- 

Lemon  Juice 

- 

Edible  Fats: 

Butter  . 

4 

Margarine  . 

4 

Fish  Products: 

Canned  Mackerel  . . 

_ 

Golden  Cutlets  ... 

- 

Mussels  . 

- 

Fruit : 

Dried  Bananas  ... 

— 

Figs  . 

- 

Lemon  Slices  ... 

- 

Mandarin  Oranges 

- 

Pineapple  Cubes... 

- 

Tropical  Fruit  Salad  . . . 

- 

Victoria  Fruit  Cocktail 

- 

Ice  Cream: 

Ice  Lollies 

_ 

Ice  Cream 

- 

Flavourings: 

Pure  Lemon  Essence 

- 

Meat  Products: 

Beef  Sausages 

- 

Beef  Stew  and  Dumplings 

- 

Chicken  Orientale 

— 

Farmhouse  Stew  ... 

- 

Fresh  Minced  Beef  Loaf 

- 

Frozen  Curry 

- 

Ham  Roll  with  Egg 

- 

Kentish  Savoury  Mince... 

- 

Lancashire  Hot  Pot 

- 

Meat  and  Potato  Pie 

- 

Meat  Pies  ... 

- 

Informal 


1 

2 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


t\>  w 
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Meat  Products  continued. 


Formal  Informal 


Milk: 


Mini-Steak . 

Pizza  Pie  . 

Pork  Sausages  . 

Saveloys  . 

Savoury  Mince  . 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  with 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  ... 


Gravy 


Compositional  Sampling 

Untreated  . 

Channel  Island  Pasteurised  ... 

Pasteurised  . 

Sterilised  . 

Low  fat  milk  skimmed  powder  ... 


3 


1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


10  * 
48  * 
1 
1 


Pickles  &  Sauces: 


Preserves: 


Chop  Sauce  . . . 

s°y  Sauce  . 

Sweet  Pickles  ... 

Blackcurrant  Jam... 
Loganberry  Jam  ... 

Damson  Jam . 

Mincemeat  . 

Raspberry  Jam  ... 

Stem  Ginger  (preserved) 
Strawberry  Jam  ... 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Pastes: 


Cheese  spread  with  smoked  salmon 

Crab  Pate  . 

Crab  Paste  . 

Liver  and  Bacon  Patd* . 

Salmon  spread  with  butter  ... 

Tomato  paste  . 

Turkey  Paste  . 

Vegetable  Pate  with  Herbs 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Sugar  and  Sugar 
Confectionery: 


Vegetables: 


Boiled  sweets  . 

Butterscotch  . 

Chocolate  Duck  . 

Coffee  Irish  Chocolates 
Edible  Cake  Decoration 
Lemon  Sherbert  Fruits  ... 

Marshmallows  . 

Milk  Chocolate  Squirrel.. 
Novelty  Easter  Egg  ... 
Sweets  ...  ... 


Beetroots. . . 
Ready  to  serve 
Red  Beet  juice 
Turnips 
Water  Cress 


carrots. . . 
must 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Baby  Food: 

Slimmer^'  Food: 
Yoghurts: 


Baby  Food . 

Baby  Fruesli  . 

Complete  Slimmers *  Food. . . 
Hazelnut  Yoghurt . 


1 

1 

1 

1 


*  Tested  in  office  laboratory 
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(b)  Drugs  and  Medicaments 


Antihistamine  Tablets  ... 

Antibiotic  for  children  ... 

Cascara  Tablets  ... 

Castor  Oil  Cream  B.P.  ... 

Children*s  Aspirin  ... 

Cold  Relief  Tablets  ... 

Convalescent  Food  ... 

Cough  Syrup  ... 

Health  Salts  ... 

Kaolin  &  Morphine  Mixture 
Soluble  Aspirin  ... 

Throat  Pastilles  ... 

(c)  Samples  of  Imported  Foods  taken  at  Port 


Anchovies  (Salted)  (Greece)  ... 

Bacon  (Holland)  . 

Chocolate  (France)  . 

Cocoa  Beans  (Ghana)  . 

Cod  Roes  (Iceland)  . 

Cooked  Ham  (Holland)  . 

Frogs  Legs  (France)  ...  ... 

Frozen  Rabbit  (Peoples  Republic  of 

China)  . 

Ghee  Substitute  (Holland)  ... 

Grapes  (Seedless)  (Cyprus)  ... 

Lard  (Czechoslovakia)  . 

Liqueur  Chocolates  (France)  ... 

Milk  (Powdered)  (Belgium)  ... 

Octapous  (Greece)  . 

Olives  (Greece)  . 

Peperplant  (Greece)  . 

Prawns  (Malaysia)  . 

Salami  (France)  . 

Sausage  (Holland)  . . 


Formal  Informal 


1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 
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Table  showing  summary  of  samples  on  which  adverse  reports  were 

received  and  action  taken 


Sample  No:  .Sample 

Remarks 

306  Fresh  Minced  Beef  Pie 

Complaint  re  objectionable  taste. 
Investigation  established  that  batch 
of  pie  filling  had  been  contaminated 
at  factory  by  neat  detergent.  Manu¬ 
facturers  gave  assurance  that  additional 
controls  were  being  introduced  to 
minimise  risk  of  any  recurrence. 

Serious  warning  issued. 

322  "Mini  Steak" 

’Hamburger'  type  product  consisting 
of  meat  (76%)  and  a  cereal  filler. 
Objection  taken  to  description  as 
•Mini  Steak*  on  grounds  that  this  was 
misleading.  Retailers  agreed  to  amend 
description  to  ’burgers*  or  'beef¬ 
burgers  * . 

341  Creamed  Rice  (canned) 

342  "  "  " 

No  rice  ingredient  present.  Legal 

proceedings  instituted  against  manager 
of  shop  concerned.  See  remarks  in 
preceding  commentary.  Defendant  fined 
£5  and  £3  costs  awarded. 

551  Milk  Loaf 

552  Milk  Loaf 

Neither  sample  contained  sufficient 
fat  to  justify  the  description  milk 
loaf.  Investigation  indicated  that 

a  specific  instruction  re  sale  of 
milk  loaves  had  been  ignored  by  sales 
assistant.  Warning  issued  with 

reminder  re  legal  requirements  given 
to  both  retailer  and  manufacturer. 

587  Kentish  Savoury  Mince 

Description  on  label  considered  to  be 
incomplete  as  there  was  no  reference 
to  gravy  content;  also  words  'little 
onion',  by  inference,  suggested  that 
more  meat  was  present  than  quantity 
found.  Matter  taken  up  with  manu¬ 
facturers  but  no  further  action 
pursued  after  Department  advised  that 
product  was  no  longer  being  made. 

589  Beef  Stew  and  Dumpling 

Description  on  label  considered  to  be 
incomplete  as  no  reference  had  been 
made  to  potatoes  and  onion  ingredients 
found.  Furthermore  these  vegetables 
were  omitted  from  the  picture  on  the 
label.  This  product  was  also  made 

by  the  manufacturers  of  sample  587  and 
the  matter  was  similarly  dealt  with. 

356  Insect  in  Doughnut 

Submitted  in  connection  with  complaint. 
Analysis  showed  absence  of  enzymes, 
which  indicated  that  insect  (a  small 
beetle)  had  been  in  situ  when  doughnut 
was  cooked.  Severe  warning  to  baker. 

Special  Pineapple  and  Rice 

Baby  Food 

Submitted  in  connection  with  complaint 
re  presence  of  piece  of  broken  glass 
in  jar  of  baby  food.  Report  confirmed 
that  glass  was  of  similar  type  to  that 
of  jar  used  as  container.  Manufacturers 
prosecuted  and  fined  £50,  with  £22 
costs. 
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Sample 

389 


382 


No:  Sample  Remarks 


Figs  (a)  Random  sample  submitted  for  routine 

examination,  which  disclosed  presence 
of  a  dead  beetle  and  two  maggots. 

Imported  Turkish  product  and  infestation 
probably  introduced  in  country  of  origin. 

(b)  Term  * vegetable  glucose*  on  label  is 
meaningless. 

As  figs  were  already  prepacked  and 
labelled  on  importation  matter  resolved 
by  taking  up  both  points  with  importer/ 
wholesalers. 

Blackcurrant  Jam  Complaint  by  purchaser  that  snail  found 

in  jar  of  jam.  Enzyme  test  negative, 
indicative  that  snail  could  have  been 
in  jam  mixture  prior  to  cooking.  Com¬ 
plainant  unwilling  to  give  evidence  in 
Court  and  case  dealt  with  by  way  of 
warning  to  manufacturers. 
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KNACKER »S  YARD 


The  annual  licence  in  respect  of  the  Knacker* s  Yard  at  Cheriton  was 
again  renewed  and  the  premises  were  used  for  the  supply  of  pet  meat  throughout 
the  year. 

Each  succeeding  annual  report  shows  a  progressive  reduction  in  the  total 
number  of  live  animals  and  moribund  carcases  dealt  with  at  the  premises  and  in 
1972  the  throughput  declined  to  249  compared  with  267  in  the  previous  review 
period;  ten  years  ago  the  corresponding  total  was  629,  nearly  two  and  half  times 
greater  than  the  current  figures. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  during  1972  was  that  no  live  animals  at  all 
were  brought  to  the  yard  for  slaughter  and  the  term  knacker  * s  yard  was  therefore 
almost  a  misnomer  when  applied  to  the  premises,  which  were  really  used  for  the 
dressing  and  boning  out  of  dead  carcases.  After  boning  out  all  meat  is  processed 
by  boiling  in  a  sterilising  unit  as  required  by  the  Meat  Sterilisation 
Regulations  1969. 

I  am  informed  by  the  licensees  that  the  fall  in  the  throughput  of 
animal  carcases  does  not  mean  that  the  demand  for  raw  meat  from  the  premises  is 
declining  or  that  owners  of  pets  who  have  been  accustomed  to  using  this  type  of 
food  are  turning  to  canned  "convenience”  foods,  but  simply  because  fewer 
animals  are  now  available  to  the  knacker  trade. 

The  shortfall  in  the  supply  of  fresh  raw  meat  is  made  up  by  purchasing 
frozen  imported  meat  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  customers.  Such  meat,  which 
has  been  certified  for  purposes  of  the  Imported  Food  Regulations  as  being  fit 
for  human  consumption,  does  not  therefore  require  to  be  sterilised  before  sale 
from  a  knacker’s  yard  and  this  demonstrates  a  loophole  in  the  Meat  Sterilisation 
Regulations,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  eliminate  risk  of  transmission  of 
food  poisoning  organisms  to  domestic  households  from  premises  where  knacker  meat 
is  produced  or  handled. 

Details  of  the  throughput  of  the  premises,  which  continue  to  be 
maintained  at  a  commendably  high  standard  of  cleanliness,  are  tabulated  as 
follows:- 


Ref  erence  Horses  Cattle  Sheep  Others  Totals 

Animals  slaughtered  at  yard  - 

Animals  slaughtered  at 
owner’s  premises  and 
brought  to  yard  for 

disposal .  15  50  18  -  83 

Other  dead  animals  brought 

to  yard  for  disposal  ...  10  117  39  -  166 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


The  statutory  control  of  quality  of  milk  is  technically  a  divided 
responsibility  between  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and 
local  authorities.  Responsibility  for  ensuring  that  this  valuable  food  is 
produced  under  satisfactory  conditions  of  hygiene  at  the  farm,  and  is  of 
satisfactory  compositional  quality  up  to  the  point  of  delivery  at  a  processing 
dairy,  rests  with  the  Ministry.  Control  after  arrival  at  a  processing  and/or 
wholesale  dairy,  and  thereafter  up  to  the  point  of  delivery  to  the  consumer,  is 
the  responsibility  of  local  authority  officers. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that  as  a  practical  exercise  overall  control  might 
equally  be  regarded  as  a  shared  responsibility  since  the  initial  quality  of  milk 
when  it  leaves  the  farm  is  a  significant  factor  in  the  condition  of  milk  when  it 
finally  reaches  the  breakfast  table.  Pathogenic  contamination  can  be  eliminated 
by  effective  processing  and  variations  in  compositional  quality  can  be  adjusted 
by  mixing  milk  of  different  standards,  but  incipient  souring  from  bad  hygiene 
during  production  and  transport  is  irreversible  and  cannot  be  similarly  arrested 
at  the  dairy. 

All  aspects  of  safety  and  quality  from  production  to  consumption  are  thus 
quite  properly  matters  of  lively  concern  to  the  local  authority  and  in  this 
context  developments  at  national  level  are  watched  with  interest. 

The  main  topic  for  current  public  health  comment  at  this  level  is  still 
the  campaign  to  eradicate  Brucellosis , which  continues  to  be  pursued  with,  one 
hopes,  increasing  momentum.  The  first  active  steps  in  this  project  were  taken 
in  1967  when  a  voluntary  scheme  was  introduced  under  which  farmers  were  invited 
to  cull  reactors  so  that  their  herds  could  become  eligible  for  registration  as 
Brucellosis-free  and  thus  form  a  nucleus  for  supplies  to  other  herds  as  the 
campaign  got  under  way. 

In  1970  the  voluntary  scheme  was  superceded  by  an  Incentive  Scheme  which 
enabled  owners  of  Brucellosis-free  herds  to  obtain  a  bonus  payment  for  every 
gallon  of  milk  produced,  and/or  £5  for  every  breeding  cow  in  a  Brucellosis-free 
beef  herd.  A  prerequisite  for  bonus  was  three  successive  clean  blood  tests 
throughout  the  herd. 

In  November  1971  more  positive  eradication  measures  were  brought  into 
effect  in  three  selected  areas,  under  which  movement  of  cattle  in  those  areas 
became  subject  to  regulatory  controls,  together  with  other  relevant  precautions 
against  spread  of  Brucellosis. 

In  November  1972  compulsory  eradication  became  operative  in  the  three 
areas  mentioned  and  this  provides  for  slaughter  of  reactors  and  prescribed 
compensation  arrangements. 

Since  most  milk  is  now  pasteurised  and  Brucella  organisms  are  effectively 
destroyed  thereby,  it  might  appear  that  the  main  value  of  the  campaign  is  in 
terms  of  animal  husbandry  by  minimising  risk  of  abortions,  and  consequent 
economic  loss  as  well  as  material  loss  of  calves  to  the  national  dairy  herd. 

It  should  not  be  overlooked,  however,  that  infection  can  still  be  transmitted 
to  consumers  through  dairy  products  which  are  not  pasteurised,  also  that  about 
3%  of  unpasteurised  milk  is  still  sold  as  fresh  raw  milk  in  more  remote  areas 
where  treated  supplies  are  not  available.  When  one  notes  that  the  total 
gallonage  of  milk  distributed  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  in  1972  was  2,757  million 
gallons,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  not  just  the  odd  pint  or  two  which  is 
involved  as  a  potential  vehicle  of  infection.  Indeed  many  hundreds  of  people 
contract  very  painful  and  distressing  attacks  of  undulant  fever  each  year 
through  consumption  of  untreated  milk  or  unpasteurised  dairy  products  and  complete 
eradication  of  Brucellosis  is  therefore  of  distinct  public  health  significance. 

At  local  level  the  position  remained  unchanged  during  the  year  under 
review.  The  main  sources  of  supplies  for  distribution  in  the  Borough  are  the 
local  dairy  at  Cheriton  and  the  Co-operative  Society  Dairy  at  Dover,  and  these 
are  supplemented  by  smaller  supplies  from  other  outside  dairy  companies  who  make 
wholesale  deliveries  to  one  or  two  retail  outlets. 
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The  local  dairy  processes  milk  collected  from  a  considerable  number  of 
producers  in  Kent  and  East  Sussex,  transport  from  the  farms  being  by  tanker 
except  for  a  few  premises  where,  for  various  reasons,  churns  are  still  in  use. 
Treatment  is  by  High  Temperature  Short  Time  Pasteurisation  in  which  the  milk, 
after  pre-heating  and  filtration,  is  held  for  15  seconds  at  a  temperature  of 
161°F  and  then  immediately  cooled  to  below  50°F.  The  plant  is  electronically 
controlled  at  all  stages  and  incorporates  a  diversion  valve  which  operates 
automatically  to  prevent  forward  flow  of  any  milk  which  has  not  been  properly 
held  during  the  time/temperature  phase.  Recording  thermometers  are  required  to 
be  fitted  under  the  terms  of  the  pasteurising  licence  issued  and  these  maintain 
a  continuous  graph  of  the  temperature  and  holding  time  of  the  milk  during 
treatment;  the  charts  must  be  preserved  for  inspection  when  called  for. 

A  total  of  5,027,681  gallons  of  milk  was  handled  at  the  dairy  during  the 
year  and  inspection  of  the  plant  was  maintained  as  a  routine  duty.  The  processed 
milk  was  regularly  sampled  and  tested  by  the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase 
tests;  the  former  checks  the  potential  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  and  the 
latter  the  enzyme  activity  to  establish  that  it  has  been  held  at  the  required 
pasteurising  temperature  for  the  minimum  prescribed  period. 

Samples  were  also  taken  from  roundsmen  delivering  milk  from  this  and  other 
sources  of  supply,  and  from  retail  shops,  and  with  one  exception  all  were 
satisfactory.  The  failure  of  one  sample  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  test  was 
immediately  investigated  but  no 'specific  reason  could  be  found  for  the  failure 
and  check  samples  proved  entirely  satisfactory. 

Routine  sampling  of  cream  was  also  continued  and  66  cartons,  taken  at 
random  from  retail  shops,  were  subjected  to  examination  in  the  Department 
laboratory.  92%  of  the  samples  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the  test  applied 
and  only  4  samples  were  classified  as  definitely  unsatisfactory. 

Details  of  registrations  and  licences  issued  under  relevant  Regulations, 
and  the  results  of  all  the  samples  taken,  are  included  in  the  tables  which  follow, 
as  are  the  results  of  other  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  to  check 
compositional  standards. 

(a)  Registrations  under  Milk  and  Dairies  (General  Regulations)  1959 


(i)  Distributors  having  dairy  premises  in  the  Borough  .  6 

(ii)  Distributors  having  shop  premises  where  only  bottled 

milk  or  cream  is  sold  .  97 

(iii)  New  distributors  registered  during  the  year  under  (ii)  ..  ..  16 

(iv)  Removals  from  register  under  (ii)  .  6 


(b)  Licences  under  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963-65  valid  for 


quinquennial  period  ending 

31st  December,  1975 

Type  of  Licence 

In 

operation 

Additions 

Deletions 

In  operation 
at  31.12.72 

1 

(i) 

Dealers  (Pasteurisers) 

1.1.72 

1 

(ii) 

Dealers  (Pre-packed) 
Pasteurised 

86 

15 

9 

92 

Sterilised 

30 

6 

6 

30 

Ultra  Heat  Treated 

17 

3 

2 

18 

(c)  Chemical  Samples 

66  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for  fat  and  solids-not-f at  content  and  all 
were  satisfactory.  The  average  fat  content  of  samples  designated  as  Channel 
Island  milk  was  4.6%  and  the  average  SNF  content  of  these  samples  was  9.20%; 
samples  of  milk  not  so  designated,  i.e.  Mordinary"quality  milk,  showed  an 
average  content  of  3.72%  fat  and  8.83%  solids-not-f at .  These  results  compare 
very  favourably  with  the  minimum  prescribed  standard  of  3%  fat  and  8.5%  SNF 
for  samples  other  than  Channel  Island  milk  and  the  higher  minimum  fat  content  of 
4%  prescribed  for  the  latter. 
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(d)  Samples  taken  for  prescribed  statutory  tests 

(i)  MILK 


Designation 

Total 

Samples 

Methylene  Blue 
Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Plate 

Count 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

taken 

f  actory 

f  actory 

f  actory 

f  actory 

f  actory 

f  actory 

f  actor} 

f  actory 

Pasteurised 

Ch.  Is. 

78 

53 

1 

24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(Pasteurised) 

13 

13 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

1 

““ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

92 

66 

1 

24 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  CREAM 

66  samples  of  cream  were  taken  for  Methylene  Blue  examination  during  the 
year,  and  results  were  classified  as  follows:- 


Classif ication 

Number 

Percentage 

Satisf  actory 

61 

92.42% 

Fairly  satisfactory  only 

1 

1.52% 

Unsatisf  actory 

4 

6.06% 

TOTALS 

66 

100% 

(e)  Churn  and  Bottle  Rinses 


96  bottles  were  examined  by  means  of  the  sterile  rinse  test  for  bacteriological 
cleanliness.  The  bottles  are  taken  at  random  from  the  filling  line  at  the  dairy  as 
they  move  towards  the  filling  machines  from  the  bottle  washing  equipment  and  the 
purpose  is  to  check  the  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  operation.  1  batch  of  bottles 
proved  to  be  very  unsatisfactory  as  evidenced  by  the  extremely  high  baterial 
load  recorded  (uncountable);  all  other  samples  gave  satisfactory  results,  with 
average  counts  generally  being  well  under  100  per  bottle.  For  purposes  of 
comparison,  a  count  of  less  than  200  is  officially  classified  as  satisfactory. 

Similar  rinse  tests  were  carried  out  on  40  churns  after  they  had  been 
cleansed  and  steam  sterilised  preparatory  to  returning  to  farms  for  re-use.  Again, 
with  one  exception,  the  batch  results  were  generally  quite  good;  the  exception 
mentioned  related  to  a  batch  of  churns  which  by  the  narrowest  of  margins  just 
failed  to  satisfy  the  recommended  yardstick  of  not  more  than  50,000  bacteria  per 
churn. 

(f)  Antibiotic  Residues 


4  samples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  antibiotic  residues  and  all 
were  negative  to  the  test  applied. 


i 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  all-important  routine  inspection  of  places  of  employment  controlled 
by  the  legislative  requirements  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railways  Premises 
Act,  1963  continued  and  an  increase  of  nearly  50%  on  the  previous  year% 
inspections  is  reported.  The  level  of  supervision  and  control  exercised  in  this 
sphere  of  activities  can  therefore  be  regarded  as  reasonably  satisfactory, 
having  regard  to  other  priority  commitments  and  availability  of  staff  to  cover 
all  the  duties  involved. 

There  was  a  marginal  increase  in  the  total  number  of  men  and  women 
employed  in  offices  and  shops  in  the  Borough,  excluding  central  and  local 
government  offices,  giving  a  total  of  4,754  persons  for  which  the  Department 
has  statutory  responsibility  for  safety,  health  and  welfare  in  terms  of 
construction,  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation  and  lighting 
of  work  places,  also  fencing  of  machinery  and  supervision  of  employees  using 
dangerous  machines,  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  drinking  water,  washing 
facilities,  cloakroom  and  toilet  accommodation,  facilities  for  eating  and 
reasonable  sitting  facilities. 


This  is  a  comprehensive  list  and  the  number  of  contraventions  and 
deficiencies  detailed  later  in  this  part  of  my  report  shows  that  as  in  all 
matters  of  environmental  health  there  can  be  no  complacency  or  resting  on 
laurels  but  a  continuous  pattern  of  check  inspections  must  be  maintained. 

The  number  of  accidents  reported  totalled  20,  an  increase  of  over  100% 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  All  the  accidents  notified  were  fully 
investigated  and  fortunately  none  were  particularly  serious.  The  increase 
recorded  is  most  probably  due  to  the  fact  that,  as  a  result  of  continual 
reminders  issued  since  the  Act  came  into  operation  ten  years  ago,  employers  are 
gradually  becoming  more  conscious  of  their  obligation  to  report  any  accident 
which  causes  an  employee  to  be  absent  from  work  for  three  days  or  more. 

Most  of  the  accidents  investigated  could  conceivably  have  been  avoided 
by  the  exercise  of  proper  forethought  or  care.  Some  indeed  showed  a  lamentable 
lack  of  awareness  at  both  management  and  victim  level  of  the  risk  of  accidents 
occurring.  There  can  be  little  excuse,  for  example,  for  an  employee  to  suffer 
an  electric  shock  as  a  result  of  investigating  a  fault  without  first  switching 
off  the  power;  or  loose  cardboard  being  used  as  a  floor  covering  and  causing  an 
employee  to  trip  and  fall;  or  furniture  being  allowed  to  reach  a  state  of 
collapse;  or  staircases  being  in  a  dangerous  condition. 

The  routine  scrutiny  of  all  plans  for  new  premises,  or  alterations  of 
existing  premises,  submitted  to  the  local  authority  for  planning  and  building 
regulation  approval  etc.,  continued  during  the  year.  As  a  result,  potential 
contraventions  or  difficulties  in  compliance  with  legal  requirements  were 
brought  to  the  attention  of  owners  or  developers  on  a  number  of  occasions  and 
appropriate  amendments  agreed  at  that  stage. 

38  new  registrations  were  effected  during  the  year  and  29  registrations 
were  cancelled,  making  a  net  increase  of  9  to  a  total  of  579  premises  officially 
recorded  for  purposes  of  the  Act  when  the  annual  statistics  were  compiled. 


Relevant  tabulated  details  are  as  follows:- 


1.  Registration 

and  General 

Inspections 

No.  of  registered 

No.  of  premises 

premises  receiving  a 

registered  at 

general  inspection 

Class  of 

Premises 

31/12/1972 

during  the  year 

Of  f ices 

173 

24 

Retail  Shops 

335 

102 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

17 

4 

Catering  Establishments  open 

to 

19 

the  Public,  Canteens,  etc. 

52 

Fuel  Depots 

2 

- 

Totals  579 

149 

(A  general  inspection  is  one  in  which  suitable  overall  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  in  general  is  assessed  and  may  well  involve  one  or  more 
visits  of  inspection). 
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2.  Number  of  visits  by  Inspectors 


Visits  made  for  purposes  of  Act 


253 


3.  Total  number  of  persons  employed  as  shown  on 

the  registration  forms 


Male 

Female 


1874 

2880 

4754 


4.  Accidents 


(i)  Falls 


Slipped  on  staircase  and  injured  back. 

Fell  and  injured  foot. 

Slipped  on  loose  cardboard  and  hurt  leg. 

Slipped  on  wet  staircase  injuring  back  and  arm. 
Slipped  on  wet  floor. 

Fell  from  chair  and  injured  back. 

Fell  from  vehicle. 


(ii)  Other  Causes:- 


Head  injuries  when  struck  by  falling  objects  (2) 

Injury  sustained  to  hand  whilst  pushing  trolley. 

Injury  caused  by  roller  pallet  running  over  foot. 

Knee  injured  whilst  unloading  luggage. 

Hand  injuries  sustained  when  trapped  against  wall  by 
mechanical  equipment  (2). 

Hand  infection  by  bone  splinter  being  driven  under  finger  nail. 
Injury  sustained  by  collapse  of  chair. 

Strained  back  whilst  of f loading  vehicle. 

Hand  injury  sustained  by  accidentally  striking  against  metal  bars. 
Slrained  back  while  unloading  goods. 

Electric  shock  whilst  investigating  fault. 


5.  Contraventions 


94  contraventions  of  statutory  requirements  were  reported  as  detailed 


hereunder  and  appropriate  Notices  were  issued  requiring  remedial  action  to  be 
taken. 


Relevant  Requirements 


No.  of  Contraventions 


Cleanliness 

Temperature 

Ventilation 

Lighting 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Washing  facilities 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs 

Fencing  of  exposed  parts  of  machinery 

First  Aid  general  provisions 

Abstracts  required  to  be  displayed 

Hoists  and  Lifts 


6 

6 

3 
6 

24 

11 

12 

6 

4 
15 
_1 
94 


Total 
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HOUSING 


The  general  impetus  provided  by  the  Housing  Act  1969  for  the  improvement 
of  houses  in  the  Borough  has  been  fully  sustained  and  the  significant  increase, 
especially  since  1970,  in  the  number  of  schemes  completed,  together  with  the 
corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  of  grant  paid,  is  graphically  illustrated 
on  page  65 . 

The  graph  shows  that  the  number  of  dwelling  units  provided  or  improved  to 
relevant  prescribed  standards  was  143  during  the  year  under  review,  involving 
grants  totalling  £71,677.  If  to  the  figure  quoted  is  added  the  non-grant 
expenditure  of  the  owners  of  these  properties  in  meeting  their  share  of  the 
improvements  and  repair  schedules  specified  as  a  condition  of  grant  it  means,  in 
round  figures,  that  the  department  is  currently  responsible  for  the  vetting  and 
entire  supervision  of  works  amounting  to  some  £200,000  per  year  in  this  field 
alone,  and  the  figure  is  still  rising. 

The  work  includes  advising  on  the  feasibility  and  eligibility  of  schemes 
for  improvement  of  individual  houses  and  also  conversion  of  obsolescent  but 
otherwise  suitable  larger  properties  into  acceptable  self-contained  smaller 
units  of  accommodation,  and  covers  all  the  practical  aspects  of  checking  -  and  in 
some  cases  preparing  -  plans,  costing,  supervision  of  works  in  progress  and 
final  clearance  for  payment  of  grant. 

When  translated  into  terms  of  materially  improved  housing  standards  and/or 
the  provision  of  additional  dwelling  units  of  a  modern  standard  of  comfort  and 
amenity,  the  results  stimulate  a  gratifying  sense  of  achievement  and  much  credit 
is  due  to  the  consistently  hard  work  and  expertise  of  Mr.  D.R.  Wiseman,  who  bears 
the  main  practical  and  administrative  burden  in  this  sphere  of  departmental 
activity . 

Nevertheless,  much  still  remains  to  be  done  and  far  too  many  houses  in 
the  Borough  still  lack  the  basic  amenities  now  considered  to  be  essential  in  a 
satisfactory  dwelling.  The  1971  Census  showed  that  nearly  20%, or  1  in  5, 
households  in  Folkestone  lacked  the  exclusive  use  of  a  hot  water  supply,  fixed 
bath,  hand  basin  and  inside  toilet.  This  figure  was  approximately  5%  worse  than 
the  Kent  County  average  and  there  is  clearly  no  room  for  complacency;  every 
effort  must  be  made  to  ensure  that  such  an  unsatisfactory  statistic  is 
obliterated  before  the  next  Census  is  taken. 

A  major  activity  during  the  year  was  implementation  of  proposals  approved 

by  the  Council  for  dealing  with  an  area  of  over  400  houses  comprising  Thanet 

Gardens,  Penfold  Road,  Burrow  Road,  Southbourne  Road,  Dudley  Road,  East  Cliff, 
Warren  Road  and  parts  of  Dyke  Road  and  Radnor  Bridge  Road,  as  a  designated 
General  Improvement  Area  under  the  1969  Act.  The  active  co-operation  of  the 

public  utility  companies  in  the  project  was  sought  at  a  very  early  stage  and  was 

readily  forthcoming;  indeed  the  helpful  liaison  which  was  maintained  with 
everyone  concerned  in  the  scheme,  including  of  course  other  departments  of  the 
Corporation  and  the  Department  of  the  Environment,  was  a  particularly  pleasing 
feature  of  the  whole  operation.  The  local  press  were  also  most  helpful  throughout 
and  ran  editorial  features  at  appropriate  times  in  conjunction  with  full  scale 
advertisements  which  gave  valuable  publicity  and  promoted  additional  public 
interest . 

One  of  the  first  steps  was  to  purchase  two  old  and  run-down  terraced 
properties  for  modernisation  and  use  as  show  houses  within  the  Area.  The  two 
properties  were  improved,  repaired  and  thoroughly  reconditioned  in  accordance 
with  drawings  and  specifications  prepared  in  the  Department,  at  a  cost  to  the 
Council  of  approximately  £9,400,  including  the  purchase  prices.  The  improvements 
included  the  provision  of  central  heating,  one  house  being  equipped  with  gas 
heating  and  the  other  with  electric  heating.  The  cost  of  this  work  was  borne 
by  Segas  and  Seeboard  respectively  in  return  for  usage  by  them  for  publicity  and 
demonstration  purposes;  at  the  same  time  the  installations  enabled  the  two 
systems  to  be  compared  and  evaluated  by  everyone  who  visited  the  show  houses. 

The  properties  were  staffed  jointly  by  Officers  of  the  Department  and  the 
two  public  utilities  mentioned  as  an  Improvement  Grant  Information  Bureau  and 
innumerable  enquiries  were  dealt  with  from  the  1,700  persons,  including  official 
parties  from  several  other  local  authorities,  who  ultimately  visited  the  premises. 
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Photographs  of  the  kitchen  of  one  of  the  houses,  showing  the  contrast  before 
and  after  improvement  are  reproduced  on  page  67  as  a  small  illustration  of  the 
effectiveness  of  such  works. 

< 

The  two  dwellings  were  subsequently  sold  by  auction  for  a  total  of 
£12,600,  which  more  than  covered  the  total  expenditure  incurred  by  the 
Corporation,  including  publicity,  photography,  staff  administration  costs  etc., 
and  still  left  an  unexpected  margin  of  profit. 

It  was  anticipated  from  the  outset  that  probably  the  most  important 
thing  of  all  was  to  get  the  residents  really  interested  in  the  project  on  a 
personal  level  so  that  they  might  be  fully  informed  and  possible  suspicion  or 
misapprehension  thereby  minimised.  In  the  event  the  immense  value  of  this 
approach  was  repeatedly  manifest  and  officers  and  residents  became  known  to 
each  other  as  human  beings  and  not  mere  cyphers.  As  part  of  this  effort  a 
static  exhibition  was  mounted  in  the  Area  at  St.  Peter’s  Church  Hall  shortly 
before  work  on  the  two  showhouses  was  completed.  Displays  by  Seeboard,  Segas, 
the  National  Coal  Board,  the  Department  of  the  Environment,  Rentokil  Ltd.  and 
Protim  Ltd.  supported  the  central  feature  of  the  exhibition,  which  was  a  display 
of  plans  and  photographs  indicating  the  proposed  environmental  improvements  to 
be  financed  by  the  Borough  Council  with  the  aid  of  a  Central  Government  Grant. 

A  public  meeting  was  arranged  for  one  evening  during  the  exhibition  period  and 
all  residents  and  owners  of  property  in  the  G.I.A.  were  personally  invited  to  a 
dialogue  with  Officers  of  the  Council  and  representatives  of  the  public  utilities, 
and  including  British  Railways;  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  presided.  It  was  most  encouraging  to  find  that  the  Hall  was  literally 
filled  to  overflowing,  and  it  was  generally  agreed  that  the  questions  and 
answers  and  frank  discussion,  which  was  both  lively  and  informative,  established 
useful  lines  of  communication  between  the  various  interests  present. 

It  is  appropriate  to  again  add,  in  conclusion,  that  acceptance  by  the 
Council  of  a  policy  of  area  improvement  has  been  greatly  encouraging  to  the 
Department  and  continuation  of  this  policy  will  unquestionably  be  of  material 
benefit  to  the  occupants  of  dwellings  in  other  areas  of  the  town  where  the  older 
housing  stock  is  situated.  It  is  accordingly  hoped  that  further  progress  can  be 
made  in  due  course  by  declaration  of  other  areas  which  have  been  provisionally 
delineated  as  suitable  for  similar  treatment. 


Improvement  Grant  work,  of  course,  is  not  the  only  housing  responsibility 
of  the  Department.  Other  duties,  which  are  mainly  carried  out  by  the  District 
Inspectors,  include  enforcement  of  general  repairs  to  properties  which  are  not 
the  subject  of  grants,  and  enforcement  of  statutory  requirements  relating  to 
Houses-let-in-Multiple-Occupation  in  which  rooms  are  let  off  separately  to 
single  persons  or  families  and  where  the  occupants  have  to  share  facilities 
such  as  toilets  and  bathrooms  (if  any)  etc. 

The  latter  type  of  accommodation  is  never  satisfactory  for  the  needs  of 
a  family  but  it  is  likely  that  there  will  always  be  a  demand  for  such  premises 
to  meet  the  needs  of  individuals,  including  middle-aged  widows  and  widowers  etc., 
who  have  no  home  of  their  own  and  who  do  not  seem  to  be  catered  for  otherwise 
in  either  the  private  or  public  housing  sectors.  Such  people  therefore 
inevitably  gravitate  to  single  bed-sitters  and  seem  destined  to  live  out  their 
existence  in  multi-let  houses.  It  is  proper  to  insist  that  houses  which  are  so 
occupied  are  not  overcrowded  and  are  provided  with  a  reasonable  standard  of 
amenity  f or  use  of  the  occupants. 

Statutory  authority  to  secure  the  repair  of  dwellings  is  contained  in  the 
Public  Health  Acts  and  in  various  Housing  Acts.  The  former  is  used  to  deal  with 
cases  where  conditions  fall  into  the  category  of  statutory  nuisances,  for 
example  a  roof  raining  in,  a  dilapidated  floor,  dampness,  etc.,  but  where  the 
cumulative  total  of  defects  is  not  very  extensive;  where  complete  reconditioning 
because  of  overall  disrepair  is  involved,  action  is  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts 
by  service  of  Notices  incorporating  comprehensive  repairs  schedules.  Including 
the  repairs  schedules  issued  in  connection  with  improvement  grant  works,  which 
are  nonetheless  Housing  Act  schedules  as  referred  to  above,  278  Notices  were 
served  for  the  purposes  mentioned. 
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Yet  another  responsibility  is  the  issue  of  Qualification  Certificates, 
by  virtue  of  which  controlled  tenancies  can  be  changed  to  regulated  tenancies. 

A  prerequisite  to  the  issue  of  a  Qualification  Certificate  is  that  a  dwelling 
must  at  least  have  all  the  standard  amenities  of  bath  and  wash  hand  basin  with 
hot  and  cold  water  supplies  laid  on,  and  an  internal  toilet,  and  be  in  a  good 
state  of  repair. 

If  a  dwelling  does  not  immediately  meet  these  requirements  a  Provisional 
Certificate  can  be  obtained  from  the  Department  which  certifies  that  if  certain 
specified  improvements  and  repairs  are  carried  out  the  dwelling  will  satisfy 
the  qualifying  conditions  and  enable  a  full  Certificate  to  be  issued. 

The  change  to  a  regulated  tenancy  enables  a  landlord  to  charge  a  ’’Fair  Rent" 
for  the  dwelling,  this  being  defined  as  a  rent  based  on  the  assumption  that 
demand  for  dwellings  to  let  in  the  district  does  not  substantially  exceed  supply  - 
in  other  words  the  scarcity  element  is  excluded  -  and  taking  into  account  age, 
character  and  locality  considerations.  The  change  to  a  regulated  tenancy  does 
not,  however,  in  any  way  change  the  tenants  right  to  security  under  the  Rent 
Act . 


29  Provisional  Certificates  and  48  full  Qualification  Certificates  were 
issued  during  the  year. 


Finally  there  is  the  Department’s  responsibility  with  respect  to  dwellings 
which  are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of  being 
rendered  so  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 

The  Folkestone  (Foord  Road  No.  1)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  formally 
submitted  to  the  Department  of  the  Environment  for  confirmation  in  August  1972. 
The  Order  included  the  44  properties  on  e ither  side  of  Foord  Road  numbered 
9  -  43,  inclusive  and  numbered  30-80,  inclusive,  and  a  very  considerable 
number  of  objections  to  the  Order  were  subsequently  registered  with  the  Ministry 
from  owners  of  various  properties.  A  Public  Inquiry  was  ordered  for  August  1973 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  these  representations  in  detail. 

There  now  remain  only  two  or  three  small  groups  of  houses  in  the  current 
programme  to  be  dealt  with  by  Clearance  Area  procedure.  Inspections  of  dwellings 
in  two  of  the  areas,  i.e.  Shellons  Street/St.  Eanswythe’s  Terrace,  and  part  of 
Marshall  Street,  were  being  put  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  a  view  to 
formal  report  to  the  Council  in  due  course. 

Demolition  of  the  44  houses  in  the  Bridge  Street  and  Princess  Street 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  was  finally  completed  in  1972  and  the  sites  now  await 
redevelopment  by  the  Council. 

Reports  were  also  submitted  on  the  condition  of  5  individual  dwellings  on 
the  grounds  that  they  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of  being 
made  so  fit.  As  a  result  a  Demolition  Order  was  made  in  respect  of  one  house 
and  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  4  basement  dwellings. 

A  Closing  Order  which  had  been  operative  on  another  basement  for  several 
years  was  determined  following  comprehensive  reconditioning  to  an  acceptable 
standard  for  re-occupation  as  a  habitable  unit. 


278  Notices  were  served  under  the  various  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  and  Housing  Acts  requiring  the  execution  of  repairs,  and  details  are  shown 
in  the  tables  which  follow. 

In  the  case  of  one  property  where  the  owner  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  a  statutory  notice  under  the  Housing  Act  1957  requiring  the 
execution  of  repairs  it  was  necessary  for  the  work  to  be  carried  out  in  default. 
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STATISTICAL  DETAILS  RELATING  TO  HOUSING 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  or  other  defects  under 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  .  674 

Number  of  houses  included  under  above  sub-heading  where 
remedial  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  .  640 


HOUSING  ACTS  1957-1969 


(1)  Number  of  dwellings  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

and  incapable  of  repair,  which  were  the  subject  of  administra¬ 
tive  procedure  during  the  year  . 

(2)  Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  and  included  in  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order  . 

(3)  Number  of  houses  included  in  declared  Clearance  Areas  ... 

(4)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  -  Section  18(1)  . 

(5)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined  . 

(6)  Number  of  houses  where  Demolition  Orders  made  . 

(7)  Number  of  dwellings  the  subject  of  undertakings  not  to  relet 

for  human  habitation  Section  16(4)  . 

(8)  Number  of  houses  where  undertakings  cancelled  after  execution 

of  works  to  render  premises  fit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(9)  Number  of  houses  demolished  . 

(10)  Number  of  houses  reported  to  local  authority  with  a  view  to 

the  service  of  formal  notices  requiring  repair  . 

(11)  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  execution  of  works: 

(a)  Formal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  defects  found  under  (b)  above  . 

(12)  Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied: 

(a)  by  owners -on  service  of  formal  notices.  ...  ... 

*(b)  by  owners  on  service  of  informal  notices  . 

(c)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

Number  of  defects  remedied  under  (a)  and  (b)  above  ... 


Nil 

Nil 

4 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

189 

2648 

Nil 

135 

1 

1916 


*  Notices  in  respect  of  some  of  these  houses  were  served  in  the 
previous  year. 
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HOUSING  ACT  1969 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


1.  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  dealt  with  during  the  year 

(a)  Conversions 


Applications  received  . 

Applications  approved  . 

Applications  refused  . 

Applications  carried  over  from  1971  ... 

Applications  abandoned  after  approval 
Applications  abandoned  before  approval 
Applications  pending  at  end  of  year  ... 

No.  of  dwellings  to  be  provided  in  conversion 

schemes  . 

Total  amount  of  grants  approved  ... 

No.  of  dwellings  converted  during  year 
No.  of  dwellings  provided  ...  ... 

Amount  paid  in  grants  . 


21 

18 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

65 

£63,771 

17 

55 

£39,993 


(b)  Improvements 


Applications  received  . .  ... 

Applications  .approved: 

(a)  Owner/occupied. 

(b)  other  *• . 


Applications  refused  ...  . . .’ 

Applications  carried  over  from  1971 
Applications  abandoned  after  approval 
Applications  pending  at  end  of  year 
Amount  approved  in  grants  ... 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  during  year 
Amount  paid  in  grants  . 


72 

21 

44  65 

2 

4 

5 
9 

£46,406 

45 

£25,238 


2.  Standard  Grants  dealt  with  during  the  year 


Applic 

Applic 


Applic 
Applic 
Applic 
Applic 
Applic 
No.  of 
Amount 
No.  of 


ations  received  ...  . 

ations  approved: 

(a)  owner/occupied 

(b)  other 

ations  refused  . .  ... 

ations  carried  over  from  1971  ... 

ations  abandoned  before  approval 
ations  abandoned  after  approval  ... 
ations  pending  at  end  of  year  ... 
dwellings  improved  during  year 
paid  in  grants  ...  ...  ... 

standard  amenities  provided:- 
Baths  ... 

Wash  hand  basins  ... 

Hot  water  supplies 
Internal  toilets  ... 

Sinks  ... 

Bathroom  extensions 


23 

30 


57 


53 

1 

6 

2 

8 

7 

43 

£6,446 

33 

38 

42 

32 

4 

5 
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KITCHEN  OF  SHOW  HOUSE  AFTER  IMPROVEMENT 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


The  protagonists  of  camping  and  caravanning  contend  that  it  is  a  healthy 
activity  and  an  increasingly  acceptable  form  of  holiday  making  which  is  free 
from  the  restrictions  of  the  more  usual  type  of  serviced  holiday  accommodation 
in  hotels  and  boarding  houses,  and  has  the  additional  attraction  of  independence, 
informality,  and  complete  mobility  to  those  who  own  their  own  vans  or  tents. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  it  continues  to  increase  in  popularity,  and  the 
development  of  more  sophisticated  equipment  for  both  caravans  and  tents,  together 
with  improved  site  standards,  have  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  this 
growth. 


In  Great  Britain  camping  has  not  yet  reached  a  level  of  activity  similar 
to  that  which  obtains  on  the  Continent,  especially  with  respect  to  the  number  of 
camping  sites  available,  and  it  is  perhaps  fortunate  that  many  caravanners  are 
tempted  to  visit  Europe  for  their  summer  vacation  or  the  comparative  paucity  of 
good  sites  on  this  side  of  the  Channel  would  be  even  more  acute. 

Although  there  are  two  sites  for  holiday  caravans  and  two  sites  for  tents 
in  the  Borough,  their  total  capacity  is  only  45  caravans  and  115  tents  and  all 
could  be  filled  two  or  three  times  over  during  the  peak  holiday  periods,  when 
many  would-be  customers  have  to  be  regretfully  turned  away.  All  the  sites  are 
licenced,  those  restricted  to  caravans  being  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960,  and  the  two  sites  for  tents 
are  licenced  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

Each  of  the  four  sites  enjoys  unrestricted  views  of  the  English  Channel, 
three  of  them  being  protected  by  rising  cliffs  on  the  landward  side.  The  fourth 
site  does  not  enjoy  the  same  measure  of  protection  but  this  is  compensated  for 
by  the  more  commanding  vista  from  a  site  on  the  top  of  a  cliff,  and  perhaps  by 
the  fact  that  it  is  within  the  precincts  of  a  public  house. 

The  sites  are  fully  equipped  to  a  standard  which  in  some  respects  is  well 
in  advance  of  what  is  statutorily  required  under  present  legislation,  especially 
in  relation  to  camping  sites  for  tents  only.  Each  has  main  drainage  and 
adequate  toilet  facilities,  personal  washing  facilities  including  hot  showers, 
reasonable  washing  up  and  also  laundry  facilities,  drinking  water,  electric 
razor  points,  refuse  storage  facilities  and  fire  fighting  equipment.  The  number 
of  caravans  and  tents  is  limited  and  minimum  intervening  distances  are  specified 
and  firmly  enforced  so  as  to  avoid  undue  congestion  and  also  to  reduce  risk  of 
fire,  especially  on  the  tented  sites  where  spread  of  any  conflagration  could 
otherwise  be  a  distinct  hazard. 

The  Little  Switzerland  Caravan  Site  accommodates  30  mobiles,  most  of 
which  are  positioned  by  the  licensees  at  the  beginning  of  the  licensing  period 
and  remain  in  situ  until  the  site  closes  for  the  winter;  these  caravans  are  let 
to  visitors,  mostly  by  prior  bookings.  The  licence  requires  that  at  least  5 
sites  be  used  only  for  letting  to  private  car avanners  either  through  bookings  or 
by  casual  letting  if  available. 

The  site  is  owned  by  the  Borough  Council  but  leased  to  a  private  company 
who  are  the  statutory  licensees.  A  resident  manager  is  employed  who  also  operates 
a  cafe  on  the  site  which  is  open  to  campers  and  non-campers  alike  for  all  meals. 

The  Little  Switzerland  Site  for  15  tents  was  originally  part  of  a 
combined  caravan  and  tent  site  but  statutory  provisions  now  require  them  to  be 
separately  licenced  and  they  are  accordingly  technically  distinctive  entities 
for  this  purpose.  In  actual  fact  they  are  still  virtually  integrated,  the  tent 
site  being  surrounded  by  the  caravan  site,  and  the  facilities  provided  serve 
both  areas. 

The  site  at  the  Valiant  Sailor  Inn  is  licenced  for  15  caravans  and  nearly 
all  the  plots  continued  to  be  occupied  by  privately  owned  vans  which  are  kept 
permanently  in  situ.  Some  of  the  vans  are  let  for  short-term  holiday 
occupation  when  they  are  not  being  used  by  the  owners  and  little,  if  any, 
accommodation  is  available  for  letting  to  casual  caravanners.  The  owner  of  the 
Inn  is  also  the  licensee  of  the  caravan  site  and  takes  personal  responsibility 
for  supervision. 
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The  Lower  Warren  Camp  is  the  largest  of  the  four  sites  and  accomodates 
100  tents.  Since  being  opened  in  1965  it  has  become  very  well  known  as  an 
excellently  equipped  site  and  its  unrivalled  position  adjacent  to  the  foreshore 
makes  it  extremely  popular.  The  site  is  owned  by  the  Council,  who  in  this  case 
are  also  the  statutory  licensees,  but  it  continued  to  be  managed  by  the  Camping 
Club  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  who  take  full  responsibility  in  this  respect 
on  a  formally  negotiated  administrative  and  financial  basis  related  to  annual 
income  and  operational  expenditure. 

Routine  inspection  of  the  sites  for  compliance  with  the  relevant 
licensing  conditions  indicated  that  all  were  satisfactorily  maintained. 

There  was  only  one  caravan  in  the  Borough  used  for  permanent  residential 
accommodation,  this  being  a  single  van  sited  at  an  animal  boarding  establishment 
and  used  by  an  employee  at  the  kennels.  The  caravan  is  licensed  and  was 
satisfactorily  maintained  during  the  year. 

No  problems  arose  from  gipsies  or  other  travellers  and  indeed  there  is 
no  real  incentive  for  this  type  of  caravan  dweller  to  linger  in  the  town. 
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SWIMMING  POOLS 


The  overall  number  of  swimming  pools  in  the  Borough  was  increased  to  10 
with  the  opening  of  the  main  indoor  pool  and  the  smaller  training  pool  at  the 
Folkestone  Sports  Centre. 

The  pools  at  the  Sports  Centre  and  the  open  air  pool  in  Lower  Sandgate  Road 
are  quite  large  installations  and  both  are  available  for  general  public  use,  the 
former  throughout  the  year,  and  the  latter  during  the  summer  season.  Other 
installations  include  a  small  indoor  pool  exclusive  to  members  of  a  private  club 
and  6  installations  on  various  school  premises,  which  are  mainly  used  to  give 
swimming  lessons  to  pupils. 

Treatment  of  water  in  all  these  pools  has  a  two-fold  objective  -  the 
water  must  be  of  an  acceptable  bacteriological  standard,  but  it  must  also  be 
kept  in  proper  chemical  balance,  and  while  the  former  is  the  yardstick  of  purity, 
the  latter  determines  whether  the  water  is  maintained  at  a  proper  level  of  acidity/ 
alkalinity o 

If  this  balance  is  not  so  maintained,  persons  using  the  pool  can  suffer 
considerable  physical  discomfort,  and  further  comment  on  the  point  is  made 
below  in  relation  to  the  early  operation  of  the  Sports  Centre  pool. 

These  matters  are  the  subject  of  appropriate  check  during  routine  inspection 
and  sampling  of  the  water  in  the  pools  by  the  Department,  and  any  appreciable 
variations  from  the  recommended  standards  were  quickly  taken  up  by  the  Inspectors 
with  appropriate  advice  being  given  as  occasion  demanded. 

During  the  year  there  was  a  sharp  increase  in  the  incidence  of  foot 
infections,  e.g.  Athletes  Foot  and  Verruca,  amongst  school  children  in  the  area. 
Special  advice  was  given  on  the  importance  of  minimising  risk  of  spread  of 
infection  during  swimming  sessions  when  wet  floor  surfaces  and  bare  feet  provide 
almost  ideal  conditions  for  this  to  arise. 

Brief  descriptive  details  of  the  various  pools  are  given  below,  and  the 
results  of  samples  taken  are  summarised  in  the  table  which  follows. 

1,  Folkestone  Sports  Centre. 


The  swimming  complex  provided  in  the  Sports  Centre,  consisting  of  a  main 
podl  and  a  learners'  pool,  is  the  latest  and  most  modern  installation  in  Folkestone. 

The  main  pool  measures  25  metres  by  12.5  metres,  is  1  to  3  metres  deep  and  has 
a  total  capacity  of  123,000  gallons;  the  teaching  pool  is  12.5  metres  by  7  metres, 
with  a  depth  varying  from  0  to  1  metre  and  a  capacity  of  13,000  gallons. 

All  bathers  must  pass  through  a  shower  and  footbath  before  entering  the 
pool;  this  water  is  circulated,  filtered  and  chlorinated  continuously. 

Separate  filtration  units  serve  the  2  pools,  throughput  for  the  main  pool 
being  33,000  gallons  per  hour  and  for  the  smaller  a  rate  of  10, 500  gallons  per  hour  is 
maintained.  The  filtration  system  comprises  a  strainer  or  coarse-f ilter ,  together 
with  four  pressure  sand  filters,  three  serving  the  main  pool  and  one  serving  the 
teaching  pool.  Each  filter  is  isolated  on  average  once  per  week  for  back-washing 
and  cleaning  out. 

There  is  continuous  circulation  of  water  during  which  sterilization  is 
effected  by  injection  of  liquid  chlorine  at  the  rate  of  approximately  J  of  a  lb  per 
hour  for  the  large  pool  and  ilb  per  hour  for  the  small  pool. 

In  the  early  stages  of  operation  a  tendency  for  excessive  alkalinity  and 
very  high  levels  of  residual  free  chlorine  were  detected  on  occasions  causing  in 
some  cases,  severe  irritation  to  eyes  and  mucous  membranes  of  the  noses  and  throats 
of  persons  using  the  pools,  but  after  appropriate  discussion  the  necessary  adjustments 
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1.  Folkestone  Sports  Centre  continued. 

were  made  and  the  problem  was  satisfactorily  resolved.  It  might  have  been  that 
the  abnormally  high  alkalinity  recorded  was  associated  in  some  measure ,  with 
leaching  from  cement  and  other  materials  used  in  the  construction  of  the  pool 
but  with  the  passage  of  time  this  no  longer  obtains. 

Male  and  female  changing  rooms  are  immediately  adjacent  to  the  pools 
and  are  of  modern  design,  incorporating  shower  baths  and  sanitary  accommodation, 
and  floors  throughout  are  washed  down  and  disinfected  twice  daily,  this  as 
already  mentioned  being  a  very  desirable  precaution  at  all  swimming  pools 
against  dissemination  of  foot  infection. 

2.  Open  Air  Pool,  Lower  Sandgate  Road. 

This  pool  has  a  capacity  of  364,000  gallons  contained  in  an  area 
measuring  165  feet  by  75  feet:  the  depth  varies  from  2’GM  at  the  shallow 
end  to  5’6M  with  a  9'  diving  basin  at  the  deep  end. 

The  use  of  the  pool  is  restricted  to  the  summer  months  when  it  is 
filled  and  thereafter  topped  up  from  time  to  time  as  required  with  sea  water. 

The  water  is  subjected  to  continuous  filtration  through  two  high  pressure  sand 
filters,  acid  neutralization  is  maintained  by  the  addition  of  soda  ash  and 
sterilization  is  effected  by  chlorination.  The  turnover  period  is 
approximately  4  hours  and  part  aeration  is  achieved  by  diverting  some  of  the 
returning  water  over  a  cascade. 

3.  New  Metropole  Court. 


This  small  heated  indoor  pool  has  a  capacity  of  8,700  gallons  and  the 
depth  varies  from  2*6'’  to  5’6"0  Filtration  and  sterilisation  is  by  plant 
of  orthodox  design,  comprising  a  circulatory  pump,  pressure  filter  and 
sterilant  injector. 

Use  is  exclusively  restricted  to  members  of  a  private  club  and  the  pool 

is  used  throughout  the  year.  Ancillary  facilities  comprise  changing 
accommodation,  showers  and  toilets  for  each  sex. 

4,  Christ  Church  Primary  School. 

This  is  the  only  totally  enclosed  heated  school  pool  in  the  Borough 
and  has  the  advantage  of  being  available  for  use  throughout  the  year. 

The  water  is  contained  within  a  39  ft  by  17  ft  plastic  lined  wooden 
framework  which  projects  above  ground  level.  The  water  depth  is  2* 9”  and 
the  capacity  11,400  gallons.  The  pool  is  housed  in  a  wood-framed  structure 
having  in-fill  glass  panel  sides  and  a  tinted  corrugated  plastic  sheeting 
roof.  A  doorway  leads  to  a  cloakroom  which  is  equipped  with  areas  for 
changing  purposes. 

The  water  treatment  plant  is  of  orthodox  design  comprising  a  candle-type 
pressure  filter  with  a  Keiselguhr  filter  medium  and  a  preliminary  coarse 
gauge  screen  to  arrest  larger  objects.  Chlorination  is  effected  by  the 
introduction  of  sodium  hypochlorite  by  means  of  an  automatic  dosing  unit.^  An 
electric  heater  enables  the  water  to  be  maintained  at  a  temperature  of  72  F. 

5.  Wyngate  School,  Park  Farm  Road.  (formerly  Hillside  County  Secondary  School) 

An  open  air  pool  of  concrete  construction  measuring  50  ft  by  20  ft  with 
a  depth  varying  from  3  ft  to  3' 9"  and  having  a  total  water  capacity  of  21,000 

gallons . 


Purification  of  the  water  is  achieved  by  means  of  a  filtration  and 
chlorination  plant,  sodium  hypochlorite  being  drip-fed  into  the  water  as  it 
leaves  the  filter. 
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5.  Wyngate  School,  Park  Farm  Road  continued 

Previously  expressed  reservations  concerning  the  rate  of  turnover 
of  water  in  the  pool,  which  is  much  slower  than  the  4-6  hour  period  recommended, 
still  obtain  as  only  one  complete  turnover  per  day  is  possible.  This  is 
certainly  not  sufficient,  especially  if  the  pool  should  be  used  several  times 
in  quick  succession,  and  the  present  rate  needs  to  be  at  least  doubled. 

It  is  anticipated  that  use  of  this  pool  will  be  increased  considerably 
when  the  upper  and  lower  schools  are  merged  in  1974,  and  the  resulting 
conditions  and  suitability  of  the  existing  installation  will  have  to  be  very 
carefully  reviewed. 

6.  Dover  College  -  Junior  School. 

This  is  a  small  open-air  pool  situated  within  the  school  precincts  with 
usage  restricted  to  pupils  and  staff  of  the  school  during  the  summer  months. 

The  pool  is  of  concrete  construction,  dimensions  60  ft  by  25  ft  with  depth 
varying  from  2*6”  to  5*6”,  and  a  capacity  of  37,500  gallons. 

The  treatment  plant  consists  of  a  double-cell  pressure  filter  with 
Kieselguhr  medium.  Chlorination  is  by  the  addition  of  sodium  hypochlorite, 
the  dosage  being  regulated  through  a  drip-feed  which  is  suction  activated 
by  the  water  as  it  passes  through  the  circulation  pump. 

7.  Cheriton  County  Primary  School. 

This  is  an  open-air  pool  measuring  41  ft  by  17  ft  with  a  depth  of  3  f t 
and  a  total  water  capacity  of  10,000  gallons.  The  water  has  a  continuous 
turnover  by  means  of  an  electric  pump  which  incorporates  rapid  sand  filters 
operating  at  a  rate  of  16  gallons  per  minute  per  square  foot. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  an  automatic  chlorine  injection  unit,  which 
is  essential  for  all  pools,  has  now  been  installed,  and  the  practice  of 
adding  hypochlorite  manually  has  ceased. 

8.  George  Spurgen  County  Primary  School. 

Although  only  a  relatively  small  open-air  pool,  24  ft  by  16  ft  with  a 
depth  of  2*6"  having  a  capacity  of  6,000  gallons  of  water,  mechanical 
filtration  and  sterilisation  facilities  have  been  added  since  the  pool  was 
originally  installed,  and  this  enables  effective  control  to  be  maintained 
even  at  times  of  heavy  usage  . 

9.  Folkestone  Hostel  and  Training  Centre. 

This  is  another  very  small  open-air  pool  which  is  used  by  mentally 
handicapped  patients  attending  the  Training  Centre. 

It  is  similar  to  the  installation  at  the  George  Spurgen  School  and 
has  the  same  dimensions  of  24  ft  by  16  ft  with  a  water  depth  of  2'6",  the 
capacity  being  around  6,000  gallons. 

10.  Paddling  Pool  for  children. 

This  small  shallow  pool  is  controlled  and  serviced  by  the  Parks 
Department . 

During  periods  of  warm  weather  it  is  heavily  used,  necessitating 
frequent  and  in  some  periods  daily  emptying,  cleansing  and  refilling 
with  mains  water.  Sterilization  is  effected  by  the  manual  addition  of  sodium 
hypochlorite  solution  at  appropriate  intervals  during  the  day  by  testing 
for  free  residual  chlorine  content. 
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RESULTS  OF  WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FROM  SWIMMING  POOLS  AND  PADDLING  POOL 

Location  of 

Pool 

Total 

Samples 

Coli  Bacilli 
present  in 
100  ml. 

Esch.  Coli 
present  in 
100  ml. 

Bacterial 

count  too 
high 

Satisfactory 
in  all 
respects 

Open  Air  Pool 

Deep  End 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Shallow  End 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Hillside  School 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

George  Spur gen 

School 

2 

— 

2 

Dover  College 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

New  Metropole 

9 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Christchurch 

School 

5 

— 

— 

- 

5 

Paddling  Pool 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Che ri ton  County 

Primary  School 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Sports  Centre 

Deep  End 

7 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Shallow  End 

3 

3 

Sports  Centre 

•  V 

Training  Pool 

6 

1 

5 
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NOISE 

We  live  in  an  increasingly  noisy  world  where  probably  the  most 
widespread  overall  disturbance  in  terms  of  persons  directly  affected  arises 
from  traffic  noise.  This  form  of  environmental  pollution,  therefore,  is  a 
growing  menace  from  which  few  towns  can  hope  to  escape  and  it  is  therefore  the 
most  urgent  target  for  noise  abatement  action. 

Official  prognostications  suggest  that  within  the  next  ten  years  about 
50%  of  the  urban  population  could  well  be  exposed  in  their  homes  to  undesirable 
levels  of  traffic  noise.  There  are  several  very  busy  arteries  for  traffic 
movement  already  traversing  Folkestone  and  heavy  transport  vehicles  from  the 
Port  contribute  materially  to  the  increase  in  noise  levels  which  are 
apparent  in  roads  radiating  from  the  harbour.  If  traffic  through  the  harbour 
continues  to  increase,  the  situation  is  likely  to  get  worse  with  the  passage  of 
time. 

Although  existing  noise  regulations  were  designed  to  deal  with  owners 
and/or  drivers  of  excessively  noisy  vehicles,  enforcement  presents  insuperable 
difficulties  when  dealing  with  a  continuous  stream  of  traffic.  A  first 
priority  therefore  would  seem  to  be  the  development  of  quieter  engines, 
including  quieter  motor  cycles, and  this  should  be  extended  internationally  so 
as  to  apply  to  cross-channel  heavy  goods  lorries,  with  the  promulgation  of 
suitable  punitive  powers  for  effective  control. 

Equally  important  is  that  noise  considerations  should  be  a  primary 
factor  in  the  planning  of  traffic  routes,  this  being  a  matter  of  strategic 
environmental  management  which  should  also  receive  very  careful  consideration. 

Other  irritant  noises  can  take  many  different  forms.  Humming  noises, 
whining  noises,  resonant  noises,  clanging  noises,  thumping  and  hammering  noises, 
vibratory  noises,  noises  from  animals  and  birds  (especially  seagulls),  eVen 
noise  from  music,  can  be  intolerable  to  some  individuals,  though  others 
scarcely  seem  to  notice  them.  The  criterion  for  legal  action  by  the  local 
authority  in  these  cases  is  whether  noise  or  vibration  amounts  to  a  statutory 
nuisance  and  there  are  at  present  no  statutory  objective  standards  which  can  be 
applied.  It  is  a  basic  tenet  of  relevant  law  that  to  merit  action  any  adverse 
effects  must  be  substantially  more  than  the  reaction  of  an  over-sensitive  person 
or  persons;  the  nuisance  must  be  such  as  might  be  expected  to  disturb  the 
reasonable  comfort  of  an  average  man  or  woman  -  for  which  purpose  one  must  also 
decide  on  a  definition  of  "average"  in  this  context. 

Folkestone  is  at  least  fortunate  in  having  comparatively  little 
industrial  activity  and  thus  largely  escapes  the  serious  problems  which  affect 
more  industrialised  urban  areas.  Problems  of  a  localised  nature  do  however 
arise  from  time  to  time  in  the  vicinity  of  factory  premises  where  detectable  noise 
is  generated,  especially  if  the  premises  are  situated  in  residential  areas  where 
the  ambient  noise  level  is  normally  low.  The  same  observations  can  be  made  in 
relation  to  business  and  commercial  premises  and  in  such  circumstances  the 
resultant  intrusive  noise  is  usually  resented  and  leads  to  positive  complaint. 

Noise  does  not  necessarily  have  to  be  particularly  loud;  indeed  the 
constancy  of  persistent  noise  at  a  comparatively  low  level  can  be  just  as  trying 
as  short  bursts  of  resonant  noise  at  regular  or  irregular  intervals,  or  spasmodic 
staccato  noise. 

23  complaints  re  alleged  noise  nuisances  were  investigated  during  the 
year  and  these  may  be  broadly  classified  as  follows :- 

Noise  from  industrial  premises  ...  10 

Noise  from  commercial  or  business 

premises  .  4 

Noise  from  roadworks  .  3 

Noise  from  domestic  premises  ...  6 
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The  complaints  included  protests  concerning  noise  from  garages  and  other 
premises  where  work  continued  until  late  at  night,  noise  from  the  dough-making 
machine  at  a  bakery, and  further  complaints  re  noise  from  the  firing  ranges  at 
Shorncliffe  Camp;  also  the  usual  complaints  re  noise  from  pneumatic  road  drills,  and 
excessively  loud  music  from  licensed  premises  and  places  of  entertainment,  etc. 

4  of  the  complaints  from  domestic  premises  referred  to  noise  from  persistent 
barking  of  dogs,  usually  when  left  by  themselves  for  long  periods. 

1  complaint,  referring  to  noise  from  an  engineering  works  during  the 
loading,  unloading,  manipulation,  cutting  and  drilling  etc.  of  heavy  metal,  was 
accompanied  by  a  petition  from  residents  in  the  neighbourhood  containing  over 
80  signatures  and  this  was  very  carefully  investigated. 

The  possibility  of  action  being  taken  under  planning  legislation  to  meet 
the  situation  had,  at  the  same  time,  been  referred  to  the  Town  Planning 
Committee  and  members  held  a  meeting  on  the  site  in  this  connection.  The 
Committee  was  advised  that  as  the  premises  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  previous 
planning  permission  for  general  industrial  use,  the  work  being  carried  on  was 
permissible. 

The  company  was  requested  by  the  Council  to  endeavour  to  minimise  noise 
from  the  premises  and  this  had  some  temporary  effect  but  further  complaints  have 
since  been  received  and  the  matter  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  resolved  for 
purposes  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act. 

As  already  indicated,  complaints  continued  to  be  received  from  residents 
living  on  the  Brewers  Hill  side  of  Shorncliffe  Camp  and  extensive  monitoring  of 
noise  levels  during  virtually  all  firing  periods  was  maintained  for  several 
months.  Discussions  with  the  Garrison  Commander  and  the  Regional  Director  of 
the  Department  of  the  Environment  were  held  on  the  site  by  members  of  the 
Council  following  the  construction  of  an  experimental  deflection  wall  near- one 
of  the  ranges.  It  was  agreed  that  the  wall  had  some  marginal  effect  but  the 
noise  from  the  ranges  was  still  unacceptably  intrusive  and  it  was  considered 
that  the  construction  of  further  barrier  walls  was  unlikely  to  eliminate 
continual  justifiable  complaints. 

The  Council  agreed  that  the  only  satisfactory  solution  would  be  to  re-site 
the  ranges  entirely  away  from  residential  property  but  up  to  the  time  of  this 
report  there  seemed  little  prospect  of  the  army  authorities  agreeing  to  such  a 
move. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Pollution,  in  whatever  context  it  is  used,  means  degradation  by 
introduction  of  impurities.  Atmospheric  pollution  thus  arises  when  anything  of  an 
objectionable  nature  is  emitted  into  the  air  element  of  the  environment  whereby 
i ts  natural  purity  is  impaired. 

On  this  definition  no  district  can  be  regarded  as  enjoying  optimum 
environmental  conditions  until  it  is  a  truly  smokeless  zone  in  which  the 
mandatory  use  of  smokeless  fuel  for  all  domestic,  commercial  and  industrial 
appliances  obtains. 

Fortunately  for  residents  and  visitors  alike,  and  also  the  future 
appearance  of  the  new  clean  looking  buildings  which  are  going  up  in  the  town, 
Folkestone  is  not  one  of  the  designated  "black”  areas  where  pollution  by  smoke 
is  an  evil  shadow  taking  its  toll  in  terms  of  health  -  and  thus  industrial 
man-hours,  amenity,  and  blackening  or  erosion  of  buildings. 

It  would  therefore  be  quite  idle  to  pretend  that  the  local  situation  is 
comparable  with  the  great  conurbations,  but  it  would  be  very  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  say  that  the  town  was  a  smokeless  seaside  resort.  The  only  effective 
way  of  achieving  this  in  the  shortest  possible  time  would  be  through  the 
declaration  of  Smoke  Control  Areas  on  a  progressive  basis  until  the  whole 
area  was  covered. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  engender  popular  appeal  for  such  an  approach 
in  the  comparative  absence  of  continuous  visible  smoke  emissions,  but  in  fact 
preference  for  gas,  oil  and  electric  heating  in  domestic  premises  in  the  Borough 
is  consistently  reducing  the  amount  of  solid  bituminous  fuel  being  burnt  and 
gradual  progress  towards  the  desired  smokeless  objective  is  thus  being 
involuntarily  realised.  This  trend  is  further  stimulated  by  sponsoring 
improvement  grants  and  improvement  areas,  as  exemplified  in  the  Thanet  Gardens 
General  Improvement  Area,  where  it  is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  the  exercise 
over  8C%  of  all  the  houses  will  probably  have  smokeless  installations.  It 
might  well  be  that  the  hard  core  which  remains  will  ultimately  require  the  use 
of  compulsion  through  an  appropriate  Smoke  Control  Order. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  old  coal  burning,  hand  fired 
boilers  at  the  Rcyal  Victoria  Hospital  which  had  for  some  time  frequently  given 
rise  to  serious  dark  smoke  emissions,  were  replaced  by  modern  oil  fired  boilers, 
together  with  the  installation  of  a  smokeless  incinerator.  Another  source  of 
atmospheric  pollution  has  thus  been  eliminated. 

The  worst  instance  of  environmental  pollution  which  occurred  during  the 
year  under  review  was  unquestionably  the  most  objectionable  nuisance  caused  by 
the  machine  used  for  preparation  of  road  surfaces  prior  to  renewal.  The  nature 
and  volume  of  the  smoke  generated  during  the  heating,  planing  and  burning  off  of 
tar  surfaces  offended  all  the  principles  of  clean  air  legislation  and  if  this 
work  is  to  be  done  as  a  mechanical  operation  urgent  consideration  should  be 
given  to  designing  a  machine  which  does  not  give  rise  to  such  an  appalling 
smoke  nuisance. 

Apart  from  the  numerous  protests  received  concerning  the  above-mentioned 
machine,  15  complaints  were  made  to  the  Department  in  respect  of  other  smoke 
nuisances.  No  fewer  than  12  related  to  nuisance  from  bonfires  in  domestic 
gardens  or  the  burning  of  rubbish  at  commercial  premises;  the  other  three  were 
in  respect  of  smoke  from  chimneys.  The  complaints  were  justified  but  all  were 
resolved  by  informal  action  and  an  appropriate  word  of  advice. 
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1.  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 

2.  ANIMAL  WELFARE  LEGISLATION 


The  Borough  Council  is  the  enforcing  authority  for  purposes  of  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Act  in  all  cases  where  relevant  legislation  provides  that 
this  shall  be  the  local  authority. 

The  duties  which  devolve  upon  the  Department  include  visits  to  farms  to 
check  that  movement  records  of  animals  are  properly  maintained  and  kept  up  to 
date,  also  visits  to  Quarantine  Kennels  for  similar  purposes  and  for  general  - 
observation. 

Enforcement  duties  also  include  those  relating  to  importation  of  animals; 
in  this  connection  control  of  dogs,  cats  and  small  mammals  is  particularly 
important  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  utmost  co-operation  exists 
between  H.M.  Customs  Authority,  whose  Officers  are  invariably  responsible  for 
the  detection  of  attempts  to  smuggle  such  animals,  British  Railways  Police  and 
the  Port  Health  Inspectors.  The  seriousness  of  such  offences  cannot  be  over¬ 
emphasised  and  a  very  strict  procedure  has  been  laid  down  which  has  received 
special  commendation  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Two  particularly  flagrant  attempts  at  smuggling  were  exposed  during  the 
year  and  Summonses  were  issued  for  contravention  of  the  Importation  of  Dogs  and 
Cats  Order  1928.  Difficulty  was  then  experienced  in  effecting  service  of  the 
Summonses;  in  the  one  case  the  person  concerned  had  given  a  wrong  address  and 
despite  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  trace  him  this  proved  abortive  and  the 
case  still  remains  on  the  file.  Similar  difficulty  was  initially  experienced 
in  the  other  case,  where  two  defendants  were  involved,  but  they  were  finally 
tracked  down  and  prosecution  ensued.  The  actual  Hearing  took  place  at  the  local 
Magistrates  Court  during  1973  and  each  defendant  was  fined  £200,  with  £35  costs, 
a  total  of  £470.  This  was  the  largest  fine  which  had  ever  been  imposed  for  a 
contravention  of  this  Order  and  received  wide  publicity.  I  would  add  that 
exemplary  fines  are  completely  justified  in  such  cases  in  view  of  the  public 
health  hazards  which  are  involved  and  it  was  most  gratifying  to  find  that  the 
concern  of  the  Department  was  so  demonstrably  endorsed  by  the  Court. 


With  regard  to  Animal  Welfare  Legislation,  the  Department  is  responsible 
for  issue  of  licences  and  supervision  of  premises  to  which  the  Pet  Animals  Act 
1951,  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963  and  the  Riding  Establishments 
Act  1964  apply.  Appropriate  and  comprehensive  conditions  are  attached  to  each 
licence  relating  to  construction  and  size  of  accommodation  used  for  housing 
animals,  birds,  and  fish  as  the  case  may  be,  also  temperature,  lighting, 
ventilation  and  cleanliness  etc.;  other  licence  conditions  cover  requirements 
as  to  food,  bedding  material,  isolation  facilities,  and  fire  precautions  as 
relevant  to  the  type  of  premises. 


Licences  were  issued  as  follows:- 


Licensing  Legislation 

Premises  Licensed 

Licensing  Coverage 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Pet  Shop,  Tontine  Street 

Sale  of  all  types  of 
mammals,  birds,  fish 
and  reptiles 

Pet  Shop,  Alexandra 

Sale  of  all  types  of 

Gardens 

mammals,  birds  and 
f  ish 

Pet  Shop, Black  Bull  Road 

Sale  of  tropical  and 
cold  water  fish  only 

Animal  Boarding 

Establishment  Act,  1963 

Dog  Hotel,  Danton  Lane 

Licensed  to  accommodate 
75  dogs  and  36  cats 

Caesars  Camp  Kennels  Ltd. 
Crete  Road  West 

Licensed  to  accommodate 
55  dogs  and  24  cats 

Smokeyhill  Cattery 

Licensed  to  accommodate 

• 

Crete  Road  West 

6  cats 

Riding  Establishments  Act  1964 

NIL 

- 

Mr.  L.F.  Pattman  continued  to  act  as  a  part-time  officer  to  assist  in  the 
discharge  of  the  various  duties  referred  to  above. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  history  of  efforts  at  rodent  control  probably  began  in  bygone  days 
when  curses  and  adjurations  were  employed  against  rats  and  mice,  which  no  doubt 
proved  to  be  as  ineffective  as  they  are  today,  and  cats  of  course  have  always 
been  expected  to  earn  their  keep  when  mice  invade  the  domain  of  their  owners. 

The  present-day  approach  is  on  a  much  more  scientifically  organised  basis 
and  calls  for  the  application  of  correspondingly  sophisticated  methods. 

Campaigns  are  mounted,  publicity  is  given  to  the  need  for  preventive  measures, 

and  considerable  expenditure  of  time  and  resources  is  constantly  directed  every  year 

to  rodent  control  and  the  development  of  new  techniques  and  poisons  to  this  end. 

It  is  a  strange  paradox  that  while  so  much  wildlife  which  gives  joy  and  pleasure 
not  only  to  naturalists  but  to  all  conservationists  is  in  grave  danger  of 
suffering  irreparable  damage  or  even  extinction  as  innocent  casualties  of 
unintentional  exposure  to  chemicals  used  for  agricultural  or  horticultural 
purposes,  the  depredatory  rat  and  mouse  defies  all  the  deliberate  and  most 
carefully  planned  endeavours  at  extermination. 

The  problem  has,  indeed,  become  even  more  acute  in  some  areas  by  the 
emergence  of  generically  resistant  strains  of  both  rats  and  mice  to  formulations 
of  anti-coagulant  poisons,  especially  Warfarin.  This  was  hailed  a  few  years 
ago  as  the  long  awaited  weapon  for  ultimate  elimination  of  the  pests,  which  are 
extremely  destructive  in  material  terms  and  also  potential  carriers  of  diseases 
such  as  leptospiral  jaundice  (Weil's  Disease),  trichinosis,  salmonellosis  and 
several  other  less  common  infections. 

The  best  that  can  be  achieved  at  present  seems  to  be  a  measurable  degree 
of  control,  and  there  has  been  no  diminution  of  efforts  in  this  connection  in 
the  Borough,  intensive  and  systematic  treatments  having  continued  during  the 
year.  But  v/hereas  over  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a  continuing  reduction 
in  the  number  of  infestations  of  rats,  1972  saw  a  swing  in  an  upward  direction 
with  complaints  increasing  from  180  to  243.  Virtually  all  the  complaints 
referred  to  small  sporadic  infestations  of  a  localised  nature  and  one  of  the 
contributory  factors  to  the  increase  reported  was  the  commencement  of  central 
area  redevelopment  and  road  construction  works,  involving  the  demolition  of 
many  older  properties.  When  this  happens  the  small  resident  rodent  populations 
which  often  exist  unnoticed  are  inevitably  disturbed  and  scatter  into  adjoining 
areas  where  they  are  observed  as  they  move  around  in  search  of  fresh  hiding 
places.  Very  often  the  same  rat  is  seen  by  several  people,  all  of  whom  register 
a  complaint,  and  the  total  is  thus  swollen  by  duplication.  This  is  confirmed  by 
the  fact  that  although  the  number  of  complaints  increased,  the  number  of  premises 
found  on  investigation  to  be  actually  infested  showed  a  slight  reduction  compared 
with  the  previous  year  and  all  the  sewers  throughout  the  Borough  continue  to  be 
completely  free  from  rat  infestation. 

The  Department,  and  thus  the  town,  continue  to  have  the  beneficial 
assistance  of  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  as  the 
Infestation  Control  Laboratory  continued  the  rat  control  research  programme 
which  has  been  in  progress  in  the  Borough  for  the  past  12  years.  The  material 
effect  of  this  programme  is  the  maintenance  of  several  hundred  permanent  baiting 
points  which  are  visited,  checked  and  replenished  as  appropriate  at  regular 
intervals  at  no  cost  to  the  ratepayers. 

A  36  page  report  by  the  four  officers  involved  from  the  Infestation  Control 
Laboratory  at  Tolworth  was  published  in  1972  under  the  title  ...  Urban  Rat 
Control:  An  Experimental  Study"...;  the  report,  the  first  in  a  new  Monograph 

Series  published  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  is  priced  at 

£1.50. 


The  report  traces  the  history  and  progress  of  the  research  project,  the 
stated  purpose  of  which  was  to  discover  the  best  ways  of  co-ordinating  the  use 
of  current  techniques  prescribed  for  rodent  control  over  a  large  urban  area 
with  the  hope  that  ultimately  it  would  become  possible  to  evolve  a  general  plan 
for  completely  eliminating  rats  from  towns  and  keeping  them  rat  free. 
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Long  term  research  of  this  nature  takes  a  considerable  number  of  years 
to  complete  the  various  phases  of  initial  investigation,  field  observation, 
planning,  introduction  of  changes  and  developing  new  procedures,  and  monitoring 
the  results  over  extended  periods  between  changes  etc.  so  as  to  properly  evaluate 
the  effects  under  varying  conditions. 

The  report  merits  close  study  and  any  attempt  to  summarise  it  would  do 
less  than  justice  to  the  work  carried  out.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  degree 
of  infestation  in  a  selected  area  covering  approximately  one  third  of  the 
Borough  was  reduced  to  lower  than  20%  of  the  original  level  by  a  process  of 
systematic  inspection  and  extensive  permanent  baiting,  and  reasons  are  given  in 
the  report  for  believing  that  further  work  will  show  that  permanent  baiting  can 
be  made  still  more  economical  and  effective. 

So  far  as  mice  control  is  concerned,  however,  the  deterioration  forecast 
in  my  last  report  was  borne  out  by  the  disturbing  fact  that  complaints  received 
leaped  from  201  to  390  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  nearly  100%,  and  treatment 
for  these  infestations  has  been  a  major  activity  of  the  rodent  control  section 
of  the  Department.  It  must  now  be  accepted  that  warfarin-resistant  mice  in  the 
Borough  are  so  widespread  that  this  poison  is  no  longer  effective  for  control 
treatment  and  its  use  has  therefore  been  abandoned  by  the  Department.  I  would 
again  repeat  that  it  is  probably  waste  of  money  for  householders  to  buy  warfarin 
compounds  for  domestic  use  against  mice;  a  suitable  alternative,  subject  to  the 
limitations  referred  to  below, is  Alpha-chlor alose  or,  of  course,  trapping. 

The  alternative  effective  poison  Alpha-chloralose,  which  can  safely  be 
employed  in  domestic  premises  if  proper  care  is  exercised,  is  unfortunately  of 
limited  use  during  the  summer  months  or  indeed  at  any  time  in  buildings  served 
by  central  heating  where  the  ambient  temperature  is  above  60  -  65°F  since  the 
lethal  action  of  the  poison,  a  "single  dose"  narcotic  drug  is  to  cause  death  by 
heat  loss. 

Other  instant  poisons  can  still  be  used  in  some  situations  and  it  is  also 
possible  to  lay  rodenticidal  dusts  along  tracks  used  by  mice,  but  this  presents 
problems  in  dwelling  houses  where  disturbance  of  the  dust  is  likely  or  it  could 
be  picked  up  by  pets,  and  I  have  reservations  about  laying  such  dust  in  food 
premises  when  a  risk  of  contamination  being  transferred  to  foodstuffs  might  arise. 

By  the  time  this  report  was  written,  there  were  some  indications  that 
mice  complaints  were  levelling  off,  and  with  promises  that  a  brand  new  mouse 
poison  might  shortly  be  marketed  one  hopes  that  the  resultant  guarded  optimism 
will  not  be  misplaced. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  for  purposes  of  rodent  control  was  4,303. 
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ANNEXE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  made  by 

Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Number  on 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Secs.l,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

19 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

182 

26 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers*  Premises) 

19 

11 

TOTALS 

220 

37 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

Drosecutions 
were  insti¬ 
tuted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Ihspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

ture  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventila- 

tion  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  .. 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act,  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

1 

1 

— 

j  — 

- 

TOTALS 

8 

8 

- 

- 

- 
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PART  Vlll  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 


(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

work 

(1) 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sec.  133(1) 
(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 

cases  of 

default  in 
sending 
lists  to 

the  Council 
(3) 

No.  of 

prosecu¬ 

tions 

for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 
(4) 

No.  of  in¬ 
stances  of 

work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 
(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Making, 

altering, 

etc. 

Wearing 

apparel 

12 

Household 

linen 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Curtains 

and 

furniture 

hangings 

1 

Manufacture . 
of  parts  of 
articles  of 

brass 

120 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

133 

. 

_ 

a 

(a)  Number  of  returns  received  from  employers  18* 

(b)  Number  of  employers  by  whom  outworkers  employed  9 

(c)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  133 

(d)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (c)  living 

outside  the  Borough  22 

(e)  Number  of  lists  received  from  outside  authorities  1 

(f)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (e)  1 


* 


Returns  are  required  twice  per  year 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 


STATUTE  UNDER  WHICH 

PROCEEDINGS  INSTITUTE! 

OFFENCES  ALLEGED 

RESULT 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955 

Sale  of  wholemeal 
loaf  containing  a 
twisted  piece  of 
metal 

Fined  £10 

£15  costs 

awarded 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955 

Sale  of  a  bacon  joint 
which  was  unfit  for 
human  consumption 

Fined  £30 

£13  costs 

awarded 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955 

Sale  of  malt  loaf 
containing  two  pieces 
of  metal 

Fined  £20 

£10  costs 

awarded 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1955 

Sale  of  jar  of  Instant 
Coffee  containing  a 
quantity  of  broken 
glass  (66  pieces) 

Fined  £35 
£14.35  costs 

awarded 

Food  and  Drugs  Act , 

1955 

Sale  of  milk  containing 
added  water. 

Fined  £10 

£6  costs 

awarded 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1955 

Sale  of  tinned  rice 
which  lacked  any  rice 
ingredient 

Fined  £5 

£8  costs 

awarded. 

Total  Fines:  £110 

Total  Costs:  £  66.35 
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PORT  OF  FOLKESTONE. 

Public  Health  Department, 
The  Civic  Centre, 

Castle  Hill  Avenue, 
FOLKESTONE,  Kent. 

August,  1973. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  on  the  medical  aspect  of  the  work  at  the 
Port  of  Folkestone  for  1972,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Form 
Port  20. 

For  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  one  boat  arrived  daily  from  Calais 
but  on  27th  May  saw  the  commencement  of  the  summer  service  which  gradually  built 
up  until  eight  boats  a  day  were  arriving  between  5.25  a.m.  and  9.20  p.m.  B.S.T. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  five  boats  were  arriving  daily  compared  with  one  during  the 
previous  year. 

Details  of  the  in-coming  services  were:- 


(1)  From  Calais. 


(i) 

1.30  p.m.  (B.S.T.) 

Daily  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1972. 

(ii) 

5.35  p.m.  (G.M.T. ) 

Daily  from  1st  October  to  31st  December,  1972. 

(2) 

From  Boulogne. 

(i) 

11.0  or  11.30  a.m.  (B.S.T.) 

Saturdays  only  from  27th  May  to  17th  June,  1972. 
Daily  from  24th  June  to  31st  December,  1972. 

(ii) 

3. 20  p.m.  (B.S.T.) 

Daily  from  28th  May  to  30th  September,  1972. 

(iii) 

6.30  p.m.  (B.S.T. ) 

Daily  from  28th  May  to  30th  September,  1972. 

(iv) 

9.20  p.m.  (B.S.T. ) 

Sundays  from  28th  May  to  18th  June,  1972. 

Daily  from  23rd  June  to  30th  September,  1972. 

(3) 

From  Ostend. 

Ci)  5.45  a.m.  (B.S.T.) 

Daily  from  20th  August  to  1st  October,  1972. 

*(ii)  8.05  a.m.  (B.S.T.) 

Daily  from  2nd  July  to  31st  December,  1972. 

Ciii)  7.10  p.m.  (BaS.T.) 

Fridays,  Saturdays  and  Sundays  from  2nd  June  to 
24th  September,  1972. 

This  service  was  increased  to  include  Mondays 
during  August,  1972. 

*(iv)  8.0  p.m.  (B.S.T.) 

Daily  from  1st  October  to  31st  December,  1972. 

*These  boats  continued  to  arrive  at  approx,  the  same  time  even  after 
the  end  of  British  Summer  Time  on  28th  October,  1972. 

The  harbour  was  closed  on  Christmas  Day. 

During  the  year  10  boats  were  diverted  to  Dover  and  17  services  cancelled 
for  various  reasons,  i.e.,  rough  seas  in  the  channel,  mechanical  failures,  strikes 
or  "go  slow”  policy  of  seamen,  etc. 

Examinations  continued  to  be  carried  out  in  the  purpose-built  medical  inspection 
rooms  which  form  part  of  the  combined  terminal  building  at  the  Folkestone  Harbour. 
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With  the  building  of  a  new  car  ferry  terminal  and  the  commencement  of 
services  operated  by  Sealink  with  two  new  multi-purpose  ships  the  number  of 
arriving  vessels  carrying  immigrants  was  1,414  and  showed  an  increase  of  569 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

All  passenger  boats  were  either  met  by  a  doctor  and/or  nurse-attendant,  or 
members  of  the  medical  staff  available  'on  call',  and  during  the  year  a  total 
1,356  attendances  were  made  compared  with  747  in  1971. 

The  number  of  passengers  passing  through  the  Port  during  the  year  was  1,023,900; 
this  is  an  increase  of  140,224  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  gross  figures  of  passengers  arriving  at  and  departing  from  Folkestone  for 
the  past  five  years  are:- 


Inwards 

Outwards 

1968. 

382, 318 
383,180 

1969. 

445,143 

446,334 

1970. 

478,721 

484,482 

1971. 

443,866 

439,810 

1972. 

523,995 

499,905 

765,490 

891,477 

963,203 

883,676 

1,023,900 

Compared  with  1971  there  was  an  increase  of  26,801  in  the  number  of  aliens 
arriving. 

A  summary  of  the  aliens  arriving,  those  medically  examined,  certificates 
issued,  etc.,  during  the  past  five  years  is  given  below:- 


1968. 

1969. 

1970. 

1971. 

1972. 

Aliens  arriving  .. 
Aliens  medically 

138,737 

195,427 

205,968 

181,255 

208,056 

examined  . 

3,664 

3,551 

2,735 

1,729 

1,141 

Certificates  issued 
Percentage  of  aliens 

54 

45 

42 

36 

31 

examined  to  whom 
certificates  issued  .. 

1.47 

1.26 

1.53 

2.08 

2.71 

The  aliens  continued  to  come  mainly  from  Italy,  France,  Spain,  Switzerland 
and  Yugoslavia  and  of  those  examined  1,042  had  Ministry  of  Labour  permits,  29  were 
immigrants,  64  visitors,  2  permanent  residents  and  4  others. 

The  men  were  mainly  for  employment  as  labourers  and  to  work  in  hotels  and  the 
catering  trade.  The  women  came  as  domestics,  assistant  hospital  nurses  and  ward 
orderlies;  also  included  were  students  and  families  coming  to  join  aliens  already 
working  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

During  1972  the  number  of  certificates  issued  on  Form  Port  12  was  31  compared 
with  36  the  previous  year. 

Eleven  aliens  were  refused  permission  to  land  by  the  Chief  Immigration  Officer 
on  purely  medical  grounds;  seven  being  classified  as  persons  of  unsound  mind  or 
mentally  defective,  two  as  undesirable  for  medical  reasons  and  one  each  for 
'inability  to  support’  and  'likely  to  require  medical  attention'.  Three  were  from 
Germany,  three  from  Italy  and  one  each  from  America,  France,  Iran,  Israel  and  Spain. 

A  summary  of  the  immigrants  who  were  subject  to  control  under  the  Commonwealth 
Immigrants  Acts  1962  and  1968,  those  medically  examined  and  certificates  issued 
during  the  past  five  years  is  as  follows:- 


Commonwealth  Immigrants  - 

1968. 

1969. 

1970. 

1971. 

1972. 

Subject  to  control  .. 

14,053 

14,885 

18,230 

17,948 

25,787 

Medically  examined  . . 

104 

142 

115 

79 

84 

Certificates  issued 
Percentage  of  immigrants 

1 

2 

6 

4 

5 

examined  to  whom 
certificates  issued  .. 

0.96 

1.40 

5.21 

5.06 

6.25 

The  immigrants  came  mainly  from  Australia,  Pakistan  and  India. 
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Five  Forms  Port  23  were  issued  in  respect  of  Commonwealth  immigrants 
compared  with  four  in  1971.  Two  of  the  immigrants,  although  reported  as  ’likely 
to  require  major  medical  treatment’,  were  refused  permission  to  land  but  not 
purely  for  medical  reasons. 

Fifty-six  passengers  were  referred  for  examination  and  treatment  as  necessary. 
Eight  were  referred  to  the  local  hospital,  two  admitted  to  other  hospitals  and 
one  to  the  mental  hospital  at  Chartham;  an  Iranian  immigrant  aged  43,  suffering 
from  influenza  and  bronchitis,  was  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 
Thirty-four  were  allowed  to  proceed  on  their  journey  and  ten  to  their  own  family 
doctor. 

Twenty-one  members  of  ships’  crews  and  harbour  staff  also  received  medical 
attention.  Four  were  referred  to  local  hospitals,  five  to  their  own  doctor  and 
twelve  given  first  aid  treatment  and  allowed  to  return  to  work. 

Staf  f : 


Dr.  G.D.S.  Briggs  and  Dr.  M.Y.  Read  were  issued  with  Warrants  of  Appointment 
as  Medical  Inspectors  of  Aliens  and  Commonwealth  Immigrants,  and  Mrs.  C.H.  Oakes 
and  Mrs.  D.J.  Curtis  joined  the  staff  as  Nurse-Attendants. 


In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Medical  and 
Nursing  staff  at  the  Harbour,  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Immigration  and  Customs 
Officers,  Mr.  R.  Wood  (Port  Master)  together  with  other  members  of  the  harbour 
and  ships’  staff  for  their  unfailing  and  effective  co-operation. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


R.F.H.  McELLIGOTT. 


Port  Medical  Officer  and 
Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens 
and  Commonwealth  Immigrants. 
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SECTION  II  -  Amount  of  shipping  entering 

the  district  during  the  year. 


Table  B. 


Number 

of 

Arrivals. 

Number  inspected 

Number  of  ships 

Ships 
f  rom: 

Tonnage 

(N.R.T.) 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health. 

By  the 
Public 
Health 
Insptr. 

reported  as  having, 
or  having  had  during 
the  voyage,  infectious 
disease  on  board. 

Foreign 

Ports 

1,414 

2,304,591 

85* 

2 

Coast¬ 

wise 

87 

106,439 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL: 

1,501 

2,411,030 

- 

85* 

2 

*85  inspections  of  the  cross-channel  boats  which  regularly  use  the  port. 

A  summary  of  the  number  of  arrivals  and  total  net  registered  tonnage  (N.R.T.) 
during  the  past  five  years  is  as  follows:- 


Year .  No.  of  Ships.  N.R.T. 


1968  ..  ..  840  1,161,953 

1969  ..  ..  961  1,256,874 

1970  ..  ..  997  1,299,507 

1971  ..  ..  907  1,223,115 

1972  ..  ..  1,501  2,411,030 


As  part  of  the  cross-channel  car  ferry  services  operated  by  Sealink  a  new  car 
ferry  terminal  was  built  at  Folkestone  and  an  intensive  service  commenced  on  16th 
June,  1972;  it  was  operated  by  two  new  multi-purpose  ships,  the  Ilengist  and  the  Horsa 
sailing  to  and  from  Boulogne,  Calais  and  Ostend.  In  the  second  half  of  the  year 
these  two  ships  alone  made  a  total  of  650  in-coming  trips. 

The  various  services  from  the  three  foreign  ports  were  mainly  covered  by  the 
following  boats: 


N.R.T. 

(a)  British  Boats. 


Hengist 

2,041 

Horsa 

2,008 

Invicta 

1,724 

Maid  of  Orleans 

1,615 

Vortigem 

1,594 

Maid  of  Kent 

1,335 

French  Boats. 

Cote  D’Azur 

1,256 

Chantilly 

872 

Compiegne 

692 

Belgian  Boat. 

Prins  Phillippe 

1,671 

The  net  registered  tonnage  of  boats  arriving  has  doubled  compared  with  the  previous 
year  although,  with  the  coming  into  regular  service  of  the  Hengist  and  Horsa,  the 
number  of  boats  concerned  has  increased  by  approx,  two-thirds  only. 
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SECTION  III  - 

Character  of  shipping  and 

trade  during  the  year. 

Table  C. 

Passenger  traffic 

Number  of  Passengers: 

INWARDS  -  523,995 

OUTWARDS  -  499,905 

Cargo  traffic 

Principal  Imports: 

Fruit,  vegetables,  meat, 
cigarettes  and  tobacco, 
glassware  and  textiles. 

Principal  Exports: 

Provisions,  spirits, 
cigarettes  and  tobacco, 
wool,  machinery,  glassware 
and  chemicals. 

Principal  ports  from 
which  ships  arrive.. 

Boulogne,  Calais  and  Ostend. 

SECTION  IV  - 

Inland  barge  traffic. 

Number  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places 

served  by  the  traffic. 


NIL. 

SECTION  V  -  Water  Supply. 

(1)  Source  of  Supply  for  - 

(a)  The  District: 

Water  for  drinking  and  other  purposes  is  obtained  from  the  town  supply, 
viz:  Folkestone  and  District  Water  Company. 

Cb)  Shipping: 

Drinking  water  from  the  town  supply  is  supplied  to  vessels  from  hydrants 
on  the  quayside. 

(2)  Reports  of  tests  for  contamination: 

(a)  The  District: 

Samples  of  water  for  examination  were  taken  at  regular  intervals 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  Folkestone  and  District  Water  Company  also 
supplied  me  with  copies  of  reports  on  samples  which  they  had  submitted  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 

The  water  generally  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

(b)  Shipping. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  and  the  results  of 
the  tests: 


Distribution 
aboard  ships 

No.  of  ships 
involved. 

No  of  samples 
taken. 

No. 

satisfactory 

No. 

unsatisfactory 

TOTAL 

2 

4 

4 

- 

4 

Storage  aboard 
ships 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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(3)  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes: 

Hydrants  and  hosepipes  periodically  flushed  through.  Two  water  samples 
from  hydrants  were  satisfactory. 

In  addition  two  water  samples  were  taken  taken  at  the  M.I.  room  and  three 
from  the  newly  opened  Port  Office  and  Buffet. 

The  results  of  these  five  samples  were  also  satisfactory. 

(4)  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  powers  of  control  by  the 

Authority; 

NIL. 

SECTION  VI  -  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1970. 


O)  List  of  Infected  Areas  (Regulation  6). 

A  list  of  infected  areas  has  been  prepared  and  is  amended  by  taking  into 
account  information  from  the  Weekly  Epidemiological  Record  issued  by  the  World 
Health  Organisation,  Geneva. 

Extracts  from  these  records  were  sent  weekly  by  post  to  the  Chief  Officers 
concerned  at  the  Folkestone  Harbour,  including  the  Superintendent  of  the  new 
Trinity  House  Pilot  Station  which  is  adjacent  to  the  harbour;  they  were  also 
supplied  with  relevant  information  received  from  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

Maps  showing  the  areas  concerned  are  maintained  in  the  medical  inspection 
room  at  the  Harbour  and  also  in  the  main  office  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 


(2)  Radio  Messages  (Regulations  13  and  14(l)(a)  and  (2)). 

(a)  Arrangements  for  sending  permission  by  radio  for  ships  to  enter  the 
district  is  done  through  the  radio  station  which  is  controlled  by  the  Harbour 
Authorities,  viz.,  British  Railways  Marine  Department  (Headquarters  at  Dover). 

(b)  All  vessels  normally  using  the  Port  are  equipped  with  radio  transmitting 
apparatus  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  notification  to  be  made  to  the 
Health  Authority  by  a  member  of  the  Port  Master’s  Department  of  any  person  on 
board  who  is  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  or  any  other  similar 
circumstances,  in  order  that  action  thereon  may  be  taken  by  the  Port  Medical 
Officer. 

(3)  Notification  otherwise  than  by  Radio  (Regulation  14(l)(b)). 

This  Port  has  no  signalling  station  but  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Trinity  House  Pilot  Station  arrangements  would  be  made 
to  get  such  notification  through  in  an  emergency. 

All  vessels  met  by  H.M.  Customs  and  Port  Health  Inspectors. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations  (Regulations  22-30). 

(a)  Within  the  Docks:  Their  place  of  mooring,  discharge  or  loading. 

(b)  Outside  the  Docks:  A  point  one  mile  South  by  West  of  Harbour  Pier  head. 

No  standing  directions  issued  but  action  taken  would  be  in  accordance 
with  these  Regulations. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  - 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  (other  than  Smallpox 
see  Section  VII ) : 

Either  at  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Dover  or  at  Haine, 
near  Ramsgate. 
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(b)  Surveillance  and  follow-up  of  contacts: 

In  accordance  with  Sections  31  and  37  of  the  Public  Health 
(Ships)  Regulations,  1970.  Names  and  addresses  would  be  taken  and 
forwarded  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  areas  to  which  the  contacts 
were  proceeding. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing  and  other 
articles : 


No  facilities  exist  for  cleansing  of  persons  on  the  Harbour 
but  public  baths  are  available  under  the  auspices  of  the  Folkestone 
Corporation.  Ships'  quarters  disinfected  after  infection.  Clothing 
and  other  articles  submitted  to  steam  disinfection. 


SECTION  VII  -  Smallpox. 

(1)  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  Smallpox  cases  are  sent  from  the  district. 

Long  Reach  Hospital,  Dartford,  Kent. 

Tel.  No:  0322-23231. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  isolate  a  person  for  the  purpose  of  observation 
an  approach  would  be  made  to  the  nearest  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  or  to 
the  Denton  Hospital,  Gravesend. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by  ambulance, _ giving 

the  name  of  the  authority  responsible  for  the  ambulance  and  the  vaccinal  state 

of  the  ambulance  crews. 

Patients  suffering  from  smallpox  would  be  removed  by  the  Kent  County 
Council  Ambulance  Service,  which  authority  is  responsible  for  the  vaccinal 
state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

(3)  Name  of  Smallpox  Consultants  available. 

The  following  Smallpox  Consultants  are  available  for  this  area: 

Dr.  E.H.  Brown,  Hither  Green  Hospital, 

Hither  Green  Lane,  London,  S.E.13. 

Tel.  No:  Hospital  -  01-698-3481. 

Home  -  01-657-4849. 

Dr.  E.  O'Sullivan,  "Ashton",  Church  Road, 

Hartley,  Dartford,  Kent. 

Tel.  No:  Hospital  -  0322-23231. 

Home  -  04747-2459. 

(4)  Facilities  for  Laboratory  diagnosis  of  Smallpox. 

At  the  Virus  Reference  Laboratory,  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Colindale  Avenue,  Colindale,  London,  N.W.9.  (Tel.  No:  01-205-7041). 

(5)  Smallpox  Vaccine. 

Supplies  of  vaccine  are  available  as  follows  - 

(a)  During  normal  office  hours.  (Monday  to  Friday): 

Kent  County  Council  Health  and  Welfare  Department, 

Springfield,  Maidstone. 

Tel.  No:  0622-54371. 

(b)  After  normal  office  hours.  (Saturday  and  Sunday  and  other  days 

between  5.20  p.m.  and  8.30  a.m.) : 

Kent  County  Council  Ambulance  Station,  Loose  Road,  Maidstone. 
Tel.  No:  0622-54516. 

( c )  Emergency  stocks : 


Buckland  Hospital,  Dover. 
Tel.  No:  93-201624. 
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SECTION  VIII  -  Venereal  Disease. 

Clinics  under  the  control  of  Dr.  J.D.H.  Mahony,  Consultant  Veneriologist,  are 
available  as  follows: 


CANTERBURY :  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital,  Canterbury. 

Tel.  No:  Canterbury  66877. 

Mondays  and  Wednesdays  2.00  -  4.00  p.m. 
Thursdays  9.00  -  11.00  a.m. 

DOVER :  Buckland  Hospital,  Dover. 

Tel.  No:  Dover  201624. 

Tuesdays  9.30  -  11.00  a.m. 


MARGATE :  Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate. 

Tel.  No:  Thanet  26661. 

Fridays  9.00  -  11.00  a.m. 


Hospital  In-patient  treatment  is  available  when  necessary. 


Full  information  is  available  to  seamen  concerned  from  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 


From  time  to  time  posters  giving  the  latest  details  of  these  clinics  are 
exhibited  in  the  public  conveniences  on  the  Folkestone  Harbour  by  arrangement  with 
the  British  Rail  authorities. 

The  Consultant  is  hoping  to  establish  a  clinic  with  good  facilities  in  Folkestone 
in  the  near  future.  When  this  takes  place  the  clinics  listed  under  Dover  will  be 
transferred  to  the  new  site. 

SECTION  IX  -  Cases  of  notifiable  and 
other  infectious  diseases  on  ships. 

Table  D. 


Category. 

Disease. 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

Number  of 
ships 
Concerned. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

Cases  landed  from  ships 
from  foreign  ports  .. 

Gastro¬ 

enteritis 

1* 

1 

Influenza 

and 

Bronchitis 

1** 

1 

Cases  landed  from  other 
ships  . 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Cases  which  have  occurred 
on  ships  from  foreign 
ports  but  have  been 
disposed  of  before 
arrival  . 

*A  girl  of  7  years,  who  was  returning  from  a  fortnight's  holiday  in  Palamos, 
and  had  a  history  of  gastro-enteritis,  was  allowed  to  travel  by  taxi  with 
her  parents  to  their  home  in  Bournemouth. 

**An  Iranian  immigrant  aged  43,  whose  papers  were  not  in  order  and  had  been 
refused  permission  to  land  by  the  Immigration  Authorities,  was  subsequently 
confirmed  as  suffering  from  influenza  and  bronchitis  and  admitted  to  the 
Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

A  short  account  should  be  given  of  the  measures  taken  on  the  arrival  by  ships  of  (a) 

any  case  of  smallpox,  cholera,  plague,  yellow  fever,  typhus  or  relapsing  fever 

included  in  Table  D;  (b)  any  suspected  cases  of  any  such  disease. 

Cholera  in  Algeria  and  Morocco. 


Following  receipt  of  information  on  the  9th  August  from  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security  that  27  cases  of  cholera  had  been  reported  in  Algeria 
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and  4  cases  in  Morocco,  arrangements  were  made  for  travellers  who  had  been  in  the 
infected  areas  during  the  previous  five  days  to  report  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer 
in  order  that  relevant  further  action  could  be  taken. 

It  was  understood  that  patients  were  only  mildly  affected  and  Morocco  was 
subsequently  declared  clear  of  infection  after  four  weeks-. 

Smallpox  in  Yugoslavia. 

On  the  24th  March,  1972  information  was  received  from  Sir  George  E.  Godber, 

Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security,  that  following 
the  occurrence  of  eight  cases  of  smallpox  in  Yugoslavia  the  Province  of  Korsova  had 
been  declared  a  local  infected  area. 

Arrangements  were  immediately  made  for  all  travellers  from  that  area  arriving 
at  the  Folkestone  Harbour  to  be  referred  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  Nine  such 
travellers  were  subsequently  examined  to  ensure  that  they  had  recently  been  vaccinated 
against  smallpox. 

SECTION  X  -  Observations  on  the 
occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships. 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

SECTION  XI  -  Measures  taken  against  ships 
infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague. 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

SECTION  XII  -  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships 

from  foreign  ports. 


(1)  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Formal  inspections  carried  out  by  Dover  Health  staff  and  amplified  by  local 
Port  Health  Inspectors  during  course  of  routine  inspection  of  vessels. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of  rodents, 

with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the  number  of  rodents  sent 

for  examination  during  the  year. 

Facilities  exist  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Preston  Hall,  British  Legion 
Village,  Maidstone.  No  rodent  was  sent  for  examination  during  1972. 

(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used,  and,  if 

done  by  a  commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

It  has  not  be  found  necessary  over  the  past  few  years  for  work  of 
disinfestation  to  be  carried  out  on  ships  visiting  this  Port.  Should,  however, 
deratting  of  ships  be  required  this  would  be  carried  out  by  specialist  firms 
using  hydrogen  cyanide  under  the  direction  of  the  Port  Health  Inspectors  at 
Dover,  the  latter  being  an  "approved"  port. 

The  harbour  environs  are  treated  as  necessary  by  the  Rodent  Operators  of 
British  Rail  (Southern  Region),  assistance  being  given  by  the  Borough  Rodent 
Operators  if  required,  e.g.,  should  the  possibility  arise  of  adjacent  land 
being  involved  in  any  infestation  or  should  any  other  co-ordination  be  necessary. 

(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

Not  found  necessary. 

Tables  "E"  and  "F"  -  NIL. 

(5)  Deratting  Certificates  and  Derat ting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the 

year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

None  issued  -  Folkestone  is  not  an  "approved"  port. 

Certificates  for  vessels  owned  by  British  Rail  and  using  this  port  are 
issued  by  the  Dover  Port  Health  Authority. 
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SECTION  XIII  -  Inspections  of  ships  for  nuisances. 

Table  G. 


Inspections  and  Notices. 


Nature  and  number  of 
Inspections . 

Notices  served. 

Result  of  serving 
Notices . 

Statutory 
Notices . 

Other 
Notices . 

General  inspection  of 
crews*  quarters,  food 
preparing  places,  etc. 

85 

- 

TOTAL: 

85 

SECTION  XIV  -  Public  Health  (Shellfish) 
"  Regulations  1934  and  1948. 


There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  laying  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  authority. 

SECTION  XV  -  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  and  Commonwealth  Immigrants 

(applicable  only  to  ports  approved  for  the  landing  of  Aliens  and 

Commonwealth  Immigrants) . 

With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  boats  arriving  daily  it  became  necessary 
to  increase  from  two  to  four  the  number  of  Medical  Inspectors  employed  part-time 
on  a  salary  basis,  and  a  further  three  Medical  Inspectors  were  available  on  a 

sessional  fee  basis. 

(1)  List  of  Medical  Inspectors  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment  as  Medical  Inspectors 

of  Aliens  and  Commonwealth  Immigrants. 


Name. 

Date  of 
Appointment. 

Qualifications. 

Salary  basis: 

(Part-time) . 

R.F.H.  McElligott 

28.10.49 

M.B.,  Ch . B . ,  M.F.C.M. 

H.  Yatfes 

-8.10.52 

M.B.,  B . Ch . ,  M.R.C.S. ,  L.R.C.P. 

C.B.  Findlay 

28.  6.55 

M.B.,  Ch. B. 

S.M.R.  Powell 

-3.  2.64 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Sessional  fee  basis: 

E.  Mallett 

21.10.60 

B. S.  Lond. j 

G.D.S.  Briggs 

-7.  7.72 

L.R.C.P.,  D.Obst.  R.C.O.G. 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

M.Y.  Read 

28.11.72 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

(2)  List  of  Other  Staff  engaged  on  this  work. 

On  the  1st  August,  1972  three  further  part-time  Nurse-Attendants  were 
appointed  on  a  salary  basis  to  assist  with  the  medical  services  at  the  Folkestone 
Harbour,  and  another  Nurse-Attendant  appointed  on  a  sessional  fee  basis. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  other  staff  were  available:- 

(A)  Senior  Nurse-Attendant  (part-time). 

Mrs.  M.  Coppins,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

(B)  Nurse-Attendants. 

(i)  Salary  basis  (part-time). 

Mrs.  M.F.E.  Pemberton,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. ,  H.V.Cert. 

Miss  T.  Jones,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  C.H.  Oakes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

(ii)  Sessional  Fee  Basis. 

Miss  E.M.  Cook,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  J.H.  Molloy,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  D.J.  Curtis,  S.R.N. 
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Mrs.  Oakes  joined  the  staff  on  1st  August,  1972  and  Mrs.  Curtis  on  the 
22nd  September,  1972. 

(3)  Organisation  of  Work. 

Dr.  R.F.H.  McElligott  with  the  assistance  of  the  Senior  Nurse-Attendant 
and  Chief  Administrative  Assistant  is  responsible  for  the  organisation  of  the  work. 

Medical  Inspectors  and/or  Nurse-Attendants  were  available  to  meet  all 
passenger  carrying  boats. 

Duplicate  copies  of  medical  certificates  issued  to  the  Chief  Immigration 
Officer  under  the  relevant  Aliens  Order  and  Commonwealth  Immigrants  Acts  are 
forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

(4)  Nature  and  amount  of  Aliens  and  Commonwealth  Immigrants  traffic. 

(i)  Alien  Traffic. 

A  total  of  1,141  aliens  were  examined  during  1972;  this  is  588  fewer 
than  in  1971. 


Number  of 
Arrivals. 

Number  medically 
examined. 

Number  landed 
conditionally. 

208,056 

1,141 

NIL. 

A  summary  of  their  nationalities  is  as  follows:- 


Italian 

Swiss 

Spanish 

French 

Turkish 

Yugoslavian 

Greek 

Moroccan  .. 
German 
Austrian  .. 
Portuguese 
South  American 
American 
Egyptian 
Japanese 
Israeli 
South  African 
Swedish 
Finnish 
Iranian 
Algerian 
Belgian 
Tunisian 
Other  nationals 
Stateless 

Totals 


1972. 

373 

173 

174 
211 

15 

51 

24 

3 

15 

13 

21 

10 

8 

1 

5 

8 

3 
2 
7 
2 
5 

4 
3 
9 
1 

1,141 


1971 


(for  comparison) , 


517 

308 

279 

177 

169 

89 

36 

29 

23 

21 

12 

11 

8 

8 

7 

5 

5 

5 

4 

3 
2 
2 
2 

4 
3 


1,729 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  aliens  arriving,  examined  and  certificates 
issued  during  1972  are  set  out  below:- 

A.  Total  number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens:- 

(a)  Passenger  (including  multi-purpose  car  ferries)  ..  1,414 

(b)  Cargo  .  - 

Total:  1,414 

This  total  of  1,414  is  569  more  compared  with  the  number  of  arriving 
vessels  carrying  aliens  during  1971. 

B.  Total  number  of  arriving  aliens  (excluding  crews)  ..  ..  208,056 
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C.  Total  number  of  aliens  medically  examined: - 


Classif ication . 

L.M.L.  (Long  Ministry  of  Labour)  ..  ..  701 

S.M.L.  (Short  Ministry  of  Labour)  ..  ..  290 

L.P.D.  (Labour  Permit  Dependants)  ..  ..  51 

P.R.  (Permanent  Residents)  .  2 

Immigrants  . .  .  .  .  29 

Visitors  ..  ..  .  64 

Others  (Au  Pair)  ..  .  4 


Total:  1,141 


D.  Reports  and  certificates  for  aliens  medically  examined: - 


Nature  of  report  or  certificate. 

Total  number 
of  reports  and 
certificates 
issued. 

Aliens 

NOT  PERMITTED 
to  land. 

~  1 

Unsound  mind  or  mentally 

def  ec  tive . 

7 

7 

B(1 )  . 

Undesirable  for  medical 

reasons . 

4 

4 

(a) 

Inability  to  support. 

4 

2 

B  (2) 

(b) 

Likely  to  require  medical 

treatment . 

16 

3 

C. 

Conditionally  landed  for 

further  medical 

examination . 

— 

TOTALS : - 

|  31 

16 

Refused  entry  on  purely  medical  grounds : 

Eleven  Aliens  were  refused  permission  to  land  on  medical  grounds, 
and  of  this  total  seven  certificates  were  issued  under  Section  A, 
two  under  B(l)  and  one  eadh  under  B(2)(a)  and  B(2)(b). 

Three  were  from  Germany,  three  from  Italy  and  one  each  from 
America,  France,  Iran,  Israel  and  Spain. 

( i i )  Commonwealth  Immigrants  Traffic . 

A  total  of  84  Commonwealth  immigrants  were  examined  during  1972 
compared  with  79  the  previous  year. 


Number  of 
Arrivals  . 

Number  medically 
examined . 

Number  landed 
conditionally . 

25,787 

84 

Nil 
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The  nationality  of  those  examined  was:- 


Australian 

1972 

20 

1971 

(for  comparison) 

20 

Pakistani 

16 

8 

Indian 

10 

5 

Cypriot 

8 

19 

New  Zealander 

8 

3 

Ugandian 

7 

- 

Nigerian 

3 

- 

British  Kenya  Asian 

2 

5 

Maltese 

2 

2 

Canadian 

1 

4 

Gambian 

1 

- 

Ghanese 

1 

1 

Malayan 

1 

- 

Mauritian 

1 

- 

Other  nationalities 

3 

12 

TOTALS 

84 

79 

The  number  of  reports  and  certificates  issued  for  Commonwealth  citizens 
medically  examined  was:- 


Nature  of  report  or  certificate. 

Number  of 
reports  or 
certificates 
issued. 

Number  of 
Commonwealth 
citizens 

A.  Suffering  from  mental 

disorder . 

_ 

_ 

3(1).  Undesirable  for  medical 

reasons . 

_ 

B(2).  Likely  to  require  major 

medical  treatment. 

5 

2 

TOTALS : 

5 

2 

None  of  the  Immigrants  was  refused  permission  to  land  on 
purely  medical  grounds. 


(iii)  Medical  Arrangements  for  Long-Stay  Immigrants. 

The  arrangements  which  came  into  operation  in  January  1966  whereby  the 
local  Health  Authorities  were  only  notified  of  those  immigrants  who  where 
likely  to  settle  in  this  country,  e.g.,  stay  over  a  year  or  where  the  Medical 
Inspector  thought  a  visit  would  in  any  case  be  advisable,  have  been  continued 
and  during  the  year  notifications  of  the  destination  addresses  of  the  following 
immigrants  were  sent  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts 
concerned : - 

1971 

1972  (for  comparison). 

Long-stay  immigrants,  etc.  ..  109  93 

(iv)  Immigrants  with  Forms  XY. 

Arrangements  are  gradually  being  extended  in  many  Commonwealth  countries 
for  immigrants  to  be  medically  examined  before  departure  by  doctors  appointed 
for  this  purpose.  Such  immigrants  will  bring  with  them  to  this  country 
evidence  of  the  examination  in  the  form  of  a  card  (Form  XY)  setting  out  the 
medical  findings  in  Code;  the  key  to  this  code  will  be  changed  from  time  to 
time. 


Six  immigrants  produced  completed  forms  XY  and  all  were  endorsed  with 
the  coding  indicating  that  "no  abnormality  discovered". 
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The  immigrants  were  from: 


Male  Female 

Australia  ..  ••  ••  ••  2  1 

India  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Mal ta  .  .  . •  •  •  •  •  1  1 

(5)  Accommodation  for  Medical  Inspection  and  Examination. 

Adequate  facilities  are  available  for  two  Medical  Inspectors,  waiting  lounge 
for  the  immigrants,  office  accommodation  for  the  Nurse-Attendants  and  a  spare  room 
is  available  for  future  use. 

SECTION  XVI  -  Miscellaneous. 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on  board  ship  from 

infectious  disease. 

A  mortuary  at  the  local  hospital  and  adequate  burial  and  cremation  facilities 
are  available  in  the  district. 


Cases  of  illness  or  in.jury  amongst  passengers  and  crew  members. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  those  persons  examined  at  the  Folkestone  Harbour 
and  treatment  given  as  necessary: - 


(a )  Medical  Conditions: 


Action  taken. 


Ships*  Crew, 

Passengers  .  Harbour  Staff,  Etc. 


Admitted  to : 

(i)  Local  hospital 

(ii)  Buckland  Hospital,  Dover 

(iii )  Isolation  Hospital,  Dover  .. 

(iv)  St.  Augustine's  Hospital,  Chartham 
Referred  to: 

(i)  Own  doctor  •• 

(ii)  Local  hospital 
Allowed  to: 

(i)  Proceed  on  journey 
(ii)  Return  to  duty 

Totals : 


3 

1 

1* 

1 

7 

4 

33 

50 


1 


2 


4 

7 


*An  Iranian  immigrant  aged  43,  suffering  from  influenza  and  bronchitis 


(b)  Injuries : 


Action  taken.  Passengers . 

Admitted  to : 


(i)  Local  hospital 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Referred  to : 

(i)  Local  hospital 

•  • 

•  • 

(ii)  Other  hospitals 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

(iii)  Own  doctor 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

Allowed  to: 

(i)  Proceed  on  journey 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

(ii)  Return  to  duty 

•  • 

•  o 

Totals : 


Ships'  Crew, 
Harbour  Staff,  Etc. 


1** 

1 

1 

3 

8 

14 


**An  18  year  old  seaman  who  had  suffered  first  degree  burns  as  a  result  of  an 
explosion  on  board  a  West  German  ship  in  the  channel.  He  was  brought  ashore  by 
the  Trinity  House  Pilot  launch. 

A  second  seaman  injured  at  the  same  time  was  flown  to  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  Folkestone  by  the  coastguard  rescue  helicopter  from  Manston. 
underwent  emergency  treatment  for  extensive  burns  but  died  the  following  day. 
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SECTION  XV111  -  Routine  Supervision. 

Information  supplied  by  L.  H.  Vale,  Esq.,  Chief  Public  Health  and  Food 
Inspector  for  the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 

The  new  roll-on  roll-off  terminal  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  July,  1972 
and  regular  arrivals  of  large  vehicular  containers  of  foodstuffs,  all  of  which 
are  subject  to  control  by  the  Port  Health  Inspectorate  under  the  Imported  Food 
Regulations,  1968  commenced  immediately.  From  the  outset  the  general  policy 
of  the  department  has  been  to  carry  out  100%  inspection  of  all  incoming  food 
at  Folkestone  and  avoid  recourse  to  health  clearance  at  inland  destinations,  and 
to  achieve  this  appropriate  office  and  examination  facilities  were  constructed 
at  the  Harbour  terminal  including  a  cold  store  which  is  large  enough  to 
accommodate  the  complete  contents  of  a  container  for  inspection  purposes. 

The  policy  has  been  effectively  maintained  and  food  traffic  going  forward 
for  inland  health  clearance  constituted  only  6%  of  the  total  arrivals  being 
restricted  to  vehicles  where  Importers  specifically  requested  that  sealed 
containers  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  inland  destinations  for  Custom  clearance 
and  it  was  appropriate  for  health  clearance  to  be  similarly  deferred. 

In  all  such  cases  it  is  the  statutory  responsibility  of  the  Duty  Port  Health 
Inspector  to  forthwith  notify  the  health  authority  of  the  relevant  inland 
authority  and  this  obligation  was  unfailingly  discharged.  100%  inspection  and/or 
control  of  all  imported  foodstuffs  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

( 

Total  food  imports  inspected  since  the  new  terminal  became  operational  to 
the  end  of  1972  were  as  follows :- 


Fruit 

Vegetables 

Meat 

Meat  Products 
Other  Food 


6,030,300  kilos 
1,030,900  kilos 
2,028,600  kilos 
651,600  kilos 
2,131,800  kilos 


11,873,200  kilos 


The  principal  countries  from  which  food  was  received,  in  order  of  quantity, 
were  as  follows :- 


Belgium 

Spain 

Netherlands 

Italy 

France 

Argentine 

Brazil 

Czechoslovakia 

United  States  of  America 

Cyprus 

South  Africa 
New  Zealand 
Austria 

Peoples  Republic  of  China 
Malaysia 
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The  following  foodstuffs  were  sampled  for  the  purposes  indicated: - 


1 .  Chemical  Analysis  . 


Nature  of  Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

Chocolate 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives. 

Complied  with  relevant 
statutory  requirements. 

Butter 

Genuine  and  free  from  moulds,  excess 

Complied  with  relevant 

antioxidants  and  mineral  oil. 

statutory  requirements. 

Grapes 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives. 

Complied  with  relevant 

The  level  of  pesticide  residue  was  not 
excessive. 

statutory  requirements. 

Milk  Powder 

Free  from  toxic  metals,  preservatives 

Complied  with  relevant 

and  antioxidants. 

statutory  requirements. 

Cocoa  Beans 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives; 

Complied  with  relevant 

and  sound  in  all  respects. 

statutory  requirements. 

Chocolate 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives. 

Complied  with  relevant 

Liqueurs 

Liquour  content  satisfactory. 

statutory  requirements. 

Ghee 

Free  from  mineral  oil  antioxidants  and 

Complied  with  relevant 

Substitute 

rancidity. 

statutory  requirements. 

Bacon 

Free  from  antioxidants;  sodium  nitrite 

Complied  with  relevant 

and  nitrate  contents  within  acceptable 
limits . 

statutory  requirements. 

Salami 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives. 

Complied  with  relevant 

Composition  satisfactory. 

statutory  requirements. 

Lard 

Free  from  mineral  oil,  antioxidants, 

Complied  with  relevant 

starch  and  moisture. 

statutory  requirements. 

Milk  Powder 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives. 

Complied  with  relevant 

Reconstituted  satisfactorily. 

statutory  requirements. 

Headless 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives;) 

Incorrect  labelling  on 

Sardines 

labelling  unsatisfactory  in  relation  to  ) 

the  statutory  criteria 

Labelling  Regulations  operative  in  this  ) 

applicable  in  this 

country.  ) 

country  does  not 

Cod  Roe 

Free  from  toxic  metals,  preservatives  and) 
prohibited  colour:  labelling  unsatis-  ) 
factory  in  relation  to  Labelling  Regula-  ) 
tions  operative  in  this  country.  ) 

preclude  impor  tation  of 
foodstuffs,  but  the 
attention  of  the  importer 
was  drawn  to  these 
requirements  since  a 

Olives 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives;) 

statutory  contravention 

labelling  unsatisfactory  in  relation  to  ) 

would  immediately  arise 

Labelling  Regulations  operative  in  this  ) 

should  food  so  labelled 

country.  ) 

be  exposed  for  retail 
sale. 

Canned 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives. 

Complied  with  relevant 

Octopus 

statutory  requirements. 

Pepper  Plant 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives. 

Complied  with  relevant 
statutory  requirements. 

Cooked  Ham 

Free  from  toxic  metals  and  preservatives; 

Complied  with  relevant 

sodium  nitrate  content  within  acceptable 
limits . 

statutory  requirements. 

2.  Bacteriological  Samples. 

10  carcases  of  frozen  rabbits  from  The  Peoples  Republic  of  China  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  appraisal.  The  results  showed  that  the  meat  was 
free  from  pathogenic  organisms  and  the  total  bacterial  count  was  within  acceptable 
limits. 

2  samples  of  frozen  processed  prawns  from  Malaysia  were  also  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  with  similarly  acceptable  results. 
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(3)  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950  -  Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order,  1928-1970. 

The  department  is  charged  with  enforcement  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Act  and  the  associated  Orders  relating  to  importation  of  animals; grave  concern 
arose  during  the  period  under  review  in  connection  with  illegal  entry  of  cats 
and  dogs  through  Folkestone  Harbour,  as  a  result  of  which  joint  consultations 
were  held  with  representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise,  British  Rail  (Shipping)  and  the  British  Transport 
Police  Authority.  The  purpose  of  these  meetings  was  to  clarify  the  procedure 
to  be  operated  in  order  to  ensure  strict  compliance  with  relevant  statutory 
provisions. 

The  outcome  was  that  any  cat  or  dog  arriving  at  Folkestone  without  the 
necessary  statutory  licence  is  detained  on  board  the  vessel  concerned  until 
satisfactory  and  approved  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  owner  for  the 
animal  to  be  transferred  immediately  to  a  licensed  Quarantine  Establishment 
by  a  carrier  licensed  for  the  transport  of  such  animals;  or  the  animal  in 
question  is  returned  to  the  port  of  embarkation.  The  only  alternative  is  for 
the  animal  to  be  destroyed  at  the  expense  of  the  owner. 

It  is  generally  agreed  by  all  concerned  that  interpretation  of  the  Order 
relating  to  Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  has  been  clarified,  and  implementation 
of  the  regulatory  requirements  when  illegal  landings  of  such  animals  are  at 
issue  has  been  effectively  standardised. 


- oOo - 


Height  above  Sea  Level  Height  above  Ground  Temperature 

Barometer  Cistern  218. h'  Rim  of  rain  gauge  12"  Highest  max.  23.2  on  19th  July 

Rain  gauge  site  103’  Thermometer  k'  Lowest  min.  12.9  on  31st  January 

Sunshine  recorder  98.75’ 
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